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Chriſtian READER, 


And more eſpeciaily 


To the SAiNnTs, who wait upon GOD 
in the Uſe of Forms. 


. ee 


HO U haſt here preſented to thy 
View, à Copy of certain Letters, 
written to private Friends, not 
8 af all intended for thy Uſe: But 


—.— it is their Fate to fall into public Hands, 


and fince there are ſome Things in them well 
worth thy Notice and ObJervation ; A Well- 
wiſher of thine, for thy Good. has thought 
fit to uſher them to thy Hand, by writing one 
Letter unto thee; the rather to engage thee, 


by reading that which is thine own, t0 take 


42 Survey of the whole Parcel, that therein 
thou may'/t behold the breaking forth of 
God, 1 the Spirit that now breathes in 
many Saints, which ſeems to propheſy, and 
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ü The PREFACE to 
promiſe, that God is about to do ſome great 
and notable thing for his People according 
to their long ExpeQations, and as an An-= _ 
ſwer to their Prayers, | 
But altho' God be breaking forth upon the 
World in a greater Degree of Light and Glo- 
ry than former Ages have ſeen; yet thou art 
to know, that we ore as yet but in the Tui- 
light: We ſee only the Dawnings of an ap- 
proaching Day, we are at the utmoſt but up- 
on the Borders and Confines of this Glory; 
and therefore (Reader) in thy Examination | 
i of Do@trines, and Inquiſition after Truth, | 
two Things would be carefully heeded; Firſt, 
Not to receive every thing for Truth, that 
comes abroad under that Notion, Nor, Se- 
condly, To reject every thing that is new to 
thee as Error; left thou take Darkneſs for 
i Light, and Light for Darkneſs. As thou 
| wouldſt avoid falling into the Gulf of Error 
on one hand, ſo beware thou daſh not againſt 
| the Rock Chriſt on the other; for there may 
| be a dangerous Miſcarriage on either Side. 
[8 This is moſt certain, that whenſoever God, 
1 the Father of Lights, begets, and brings 
U forth any freſh Diſcovery of Light and Truth | 
4 in the World; the Devil, the Father of Lies, | 
| will transform himſelf into an Angel of 


"i. 


Light; and will preſs upon the moſt con- 
ll ſcrentious Chriflians, his Falſities and De- 
1 5 Iufions, 
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lours, that will deceive (if it were poſſible) 
the very elect. And this he will do diverſly, 
| by working upon a different Subject. 

x Firſt, In regard there is but à Mixture 
/ Light and Darkneſs in the moſt knowing 


Saints; he will take advantage by the re- 


' mainder of Darkneſs in them, to make them 
„ Inſtruments to promote Error, as well as 
m Truth; and the Seeds of Error falling into 
the Soil of this dark Principle may grow there 
for ſome Time ; till the Principle of Light 
| wholly overcome, and expel this Darkneſs. 

| But Secondly, He docs more uſually make 
ſe of forward, formal Profeſſors, and theſe 
be dare truſt, tho” they hold forth the Truth 
for a Time; becauſe he knows qwhen the 
fall off, and diſcover tbemſelves, they will 
raiſe the greateſt Scandal, and bring the 
greateſt Odium on the Truth; ſo that tis no 
ſafe Rule to judge of Perſons by their Dec- 
trines, nor of Doctrines by the Perſons that 


bring them, 
er, Reader, thou ſeeſt what Need 
thou haſt to hearken to the Apoſtle's counſel ; 
| Try the Spirits, Whether they be of God; 
iet thou feed on Scorpions, and caſt away 
the true Bread; let thou abide in Darkneſs, 
and ſee not the Brightneſs and Glory of that 
Day, that is near approaching. b 
43 Thou 
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Thou canſt not be ignorant, that the Scrip- 
tures, as well the old Teſtament as the new, 


bear witneſs of a glorious Day that ſhall ſhine 


forth in the laft Times, when the Light of 
the Moon ſhall be as the Light of the Sun, 


and the Light of the Sun as the Light of 


ſeven Days ; which, as it ſhall be a glorious 


Day, fo it hall be the joyfulleſt Day that e- 


ver the Saints beheld, for it ſhall be their 
Wedding-day ; Then ſhall that Voice of Ac- 
clamation be heard, Let us be glad and re- 
Joice, and give Honour unto him, for the 
Marriage of the Lamb is come, and his 
Wife hath made herſelf ready. To make 
the Lamb's Wife ready, has been the great 
Work of God in the World, How near we 
are come to this Time, I ſhall not undertake 
to determine; but much may be gueſſed by 
God's Preparations for the ſame, for almoſt 
Ar thouſand Years, and by his various Ap- 


pearances, and gradual Approaches unto his 


eople from the Beginning to this preſent 


Dime; of wkich take this brief experimen 


tal Narrative, 


Tho” the Lord, our God, be one Lord; 


an has ſaid of himſelf, 1 am alone, and 
there is none beſide me; yet in another 


Senſe he has ſaid, That two are better than 
ane; and, It is not good that Man ſhould 
. be alone; 7herefere 
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| to the Chriſtian Reader. v 
or the ſetting forth his own Glory, has great- 
H) delightedto multiply, and bring forth him- 
ſelf in a world of Variety and Diſtinction; 
that he might again gather up all things in- 
to himſelf, in the moſt, perſect and abſolute 
Union: Or in a larger Narration take it 
thus ; This One God hath branched, or ſpread 
forth himſelf in this great Fabrick of Hea- 
ven and Earth, furniſhed and garniſhed the 
ſame with infinite Variety of bis Works and 
Creatures; and then made Man, the Top of 
this Creation : And for the ſpecial Favour 
he bare unto Man, whom he had made after 
his own Likeneſs, he beſtowed upon him the 
Dominion and Lordſhip of this lower World, 
or of the whole Earth; and in the Miaſt, or 
chiefeſt Place therecf, planted a Paradice, 
or Garden of Pleaſure, and placed the Man 
therein; where be converſed with his Maker, 
in the higheſt Enjoyment of God in the Crea- 
tures: But God leaving open a poſtern Door 
(the Man being deceiv'd by the Serpent) Sin 
enter'd into the World, and drew after its 
Heels all Sorts of Miſery, Confuſion, Death 
and Bondage, and brought upon the whole 
Creation ten thouſand Diſtempers, Diſtrac- 
tions, Fractions, and Diviſions; and eſpe- 
cially upon Man, the Cauſe hereof, uo jj 
became nothing elſe but a perfect Map of Mi- 
ſery ; but God, 70 heal and cure all this, 
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immediately threw open the broad Gate / 
Glory, and ſent forth his beloved Son, that 
by his Death and Sufferings, he might reſtore 
all Things into a bleſſed State, redeem the 
the World out of Bondage, reduce all Things 
to a ſweet Harmony and Agreement, recon- 
cile all Things to himſelf both in Heaven, 
and in Earth, and gather up all Things (thus 


feattered Abroad) into a perfect Agreement, 


and the neareſt Union with himſelf; Col. 1, 
20. And all this by carrying on a Marriage, 
betwixt Himſelf and his Creature Man; 
and ſo the Lord of Heaven and Earth (in 
Condeſceneton to the Creatures Weakneſs ) 


becomes à Suitor to the loweſt, and vileſt 


Earth; which he hath tranſacted, by cer- 
tain Steps and Gradations, upon this Ace 
count. | 

This, now unhappy Creature, Man, thro 


the Enmity of his Mind, ariſing from the. 
Guilt of his Diſobedience, looking upon God 


as an Enemy, /aith unto him, Depart from 
me, I deſire not the knowledge of thy ways: 


But God being reſolved not to loſe his Crea- 


ture, becauſe he had ſet his Heart upon him, 
with an Intent to marry him to himſelf; and 
Anowing that Man, in his Apoſtate Condition, 
was not able to dwell with devouring Fire, 
and everlaſting Burnings, /aw it needful 10 


et up certain Vails und Partitions ** 


— 
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+ himſelf, and his Creature, that he might 
treat with him at a Diſtance, and break 
down thoſe Partitions one after another, and 
fo make nearer and nearer wn Fay to- 

! wards his Beloved, as he ſhould inure her, 

and train her up by Degrees to more Strength 

and Maturity. 

Now the Steps and Stages by which God 
makes towards his Beloved, are thoſe ſeve- 
ral Tranſactions or Diſpenſations, wherein 

God from the Beginning, and from Time to 

Time, hath appeared unto her ; by which, as 

by certain Mediums, under and below Him- 

elt, he hath adminiſter'd to gain the Afec- 
tions of this coy Creature: To this Purpoſe, 

in every Addreſs he makes to her, be * 

clad in a new Suit of Apparel, ſuch as he 

knew would beſt ſuit with every Age, and 

. Meaſure of ber Stature. 

24 1, God's firſt ſetting forth in this Expe- 

dition, You have upon Record in the Begin- 

ning of Geneſis; The Seed of the Woman 
ſhall break the Serpent's Head. Here God 
keeps himſelf at a great Diſtance, as if he © 
would but barely propound his Bufineſs, or 
only publiſh his Intention abroad is the World ; 
as if be would as yet be rathe beard than 
ſeen, and heard only to whiſper and murmer 

out bis Mind, in ſoft and inarticnlate Sounds, 

rather than in expreſs, and diſtinct Voice and 

2 Lan- 
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be pitch'd a Tent, and within that ( for 
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Language; yet hereby he gains a faint, weak, 
implicit Conſent, for by this were the Patri- 
archs /av'd, This was the firſt Diſpenſa- 
tion. | 

2, The next Step God takes is a Four- 
ney to Mount Sinai, where he appointed a 
Meeting to treat with his Beloved : Here God 
keeps himſelf ſtill at a great Diſtance, and 
makes uſe of Moſes (a Friend to both Par- 
ties) as à meet Mediator between them: 
Here God drew up an Agreement of his 
own Hand-writing, digeſted into Ten Ar- 
ticles, and offer'd it to the Confideration of 
his beloved, which was afterwards conſented 
to by each Party; but poor Man (er poor 
Woman rather) was ſo ſcared and affrighted 
with God's Attendants, of Thunders, Light- 
nings, and a thick Cloud, the Voice of a 
Trumpet exceeding loud, and Smoak, and 


Fire, and an Earthquake ; that the Conſent 


on the Woman's Part proceeded rather from 
Fear, than from any great Love, This was 


indeed an hard and harſh Diſpenſation, but 


ſuch as Divine Wiſdom had appointed, and 


as ſuited with his Defign. 

3. After this, God kep! his Beloved Com- 
pany Forty Years in the Wilderneſs, in a 
Pillar of Cloud, and a Pillar of Fire: And 
the more to allure her in this Wilderneſs, 
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3 better Accommodation) he built a Taber- 

nacle, to treat further with his Beloved : 

Here God appointed more ſolemn, and fre- 

| guent Meetings, that his Beloved might get 

ome further Knowledge of bim; In this Ta- 

bernacle God fſhewwed his Beloved an imper- 

fedt, dim Shadow of his own Image, or 

Picture, tha? ſo ſoe might be able to make 

'* ſome Gueſs of his Perſon and comely Propor- 

Tin; but a clearer View of himſelf as yet he 

* gave her not, in regard of her tender Sight, 

* which could not behold Majeſty ; therefore 

| God held forth himſelf unto her in certain 

dark, ſhadowy Repreſentations, as Sacrifi- 
ces, Ceremonies, &c. | 

4. The next Fourney God undertakes was 

to Mount Sion, where he gave his Beloved 

a Proof and Experiment of his Fidelity, in 

giving her a Reſt and ſettled Habitation, in 

a Land flowing with Milk and Honey, af- 

ter ber long, and tedious Travel, according 

to an ancient Promiſe made to her Anceſ- 

tors; and that he might acquaint her yet 

more with himſelf, and put the greater State 

upon his Negoctation, be built here for his 

Beloved @ magnificent and beautiful Pa- 

lace : In this Palace, God preſented unto 

his Beloved à perfect Shadow of his own 

Image, that ſhe might be able to make ſome 

better Judgment of his Perſon, F ne, 

| an 
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© bis Beloved in tb am 2 
TDion ds before, but fe maP3s Hareu, 
5 and flluminated by a nearer 's 


; Slorious, and divine Preſtnce. 
= od while God Rept his Reſſdente in this 
"Pa 7 the more to drum vn "the Aﬀet3ions 


q "of bis Beloved; be would ſometimes knock 
gat her Door, and other whiles look thorow 
KF $5 the Lattice pn her ; but his naked-Pre- 
"fence Was an Object yet. Z00 o firong for | her 
* Sb. 
F. After this, God to move be nre 72 
Fedlually in his Suit, and a little to ftir the 
Aci, and lo move the Bowels of his Be- 
loved; He gets on himſelf a Suit of her mꝗƷm 
* Afparel, Ade himſelf with her © ; 
Fleſh, takes upon himſelf her own Nature, 
and 7 coming thus near ber) caught her 
by Guile': Now the Partition-wall hr food 
© between them is broken down, the thick Vail 
of Ceremonies is rent aſunder ; ; the old Re. 
Ee Now « are laid afide as of no longer 
Now was unfolded Part of the great 
* Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in the 
*Fleſh, of Emmanuel, or God with us; Here 
© -God' preſents unto his Beloved the lively 
Picture, the expreſs: Image and Character 
ol his own Perſon ; as Great: Princes, When 
I my Fetch" them Wi ives from remote, "ant Jo- | 
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reign Parts, are wont to woe by their A- 
gents or Embaſſadors; and to repreſent them- 
ſelves to their Ladies by their own Pictures: 


Hereupon his Beloved gives her Conſent, and 
then both Parties are agreed. 

But between all theſe wooing Paſſages, and 
Expreſſions of Love on God's Part, O how 
many hard - hearted Denials ! How many 
uncivi!] Repulſes ? How many unmannerly 
Revoltings, and Startings back? How much 


Uncertainty and Inconſtancy, Falſeneſs and 


Nears in a vaſt, 
(Vor her Fornications and Whoredoms af- 


Perfidiouſneſs, does God meet withal on the 
Woman's Part? Never did the wild Aſs's 
Colt, that is brought forth, and bred in the 
Wilderneſs, diſcover ſo much Peeviſhneſs 
and Perverſeneſs ; inſomuch that God (u 

was reſolved to gain her by fair Means, or 


foul) was fain to chaſtiſe her with four 


undred and thirty Years Bondage in Egypt; 


to nurture her ( 4 leading her about) forty 
owling Wilderneſs ; and 


ter all this) to impriſon, manacle, and fet- 


ter her by ſeventy Years Captivity in Baby- 
lon : But notwithſtanding all this, God's 
Aſection being ſtill the ſame, he held 740 
hrs Purpoſe aud Reſolution, to proſecute his 
Suit to the utmoſt, and to make this unto- 


ward Woman a meet Help for Himſelf ; 


' tho' it ſhould coſt him the Life and Blood of 
B ts 
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"it now "h Baa be 


| read in part perform d. 


Therefore God ( "who well knew ths 
Ir GRE and Inconſtancy of Fleſh and 
Blood] that be iuight at laſt come within 
His Beloved, and at one Blao ferike be 


Match degd; or rather put fo much Life in- 
to it as might ſecure it from all Hazard [4 


Revocation, and Repenting; He ſecretly 

\Wwinds,.and inſnuates, himſelf into her WL 
Conveys his own Spirit into her inward Parts, 
and makes her Partaker of his own divine 
Nature; %% that now they are not only one 
Fleſh, but one Spirit: New there 7s but 


one Heart ard Soul between them; God 


ag fo gotten into her. Heart, that be can 
«boldly. Sk to ber, ag to his 2 ife; Aud ſhe 
% him, as 10 her Husband, Now ſbe can 
ſay; My Beloved, is mine, and I am his: 
"Nothin ts. wanting to compleat this Mar- 
. riage, #u# the Spouſe's making herſelf __ 


9 Was von fee God's gradual Proceeding in 


- has:Undertaking, and how near the Bu- 
0 #s brought to a final Concluſion. 159k 


And becauſe there now remains but” a 
Vall, or two more, that keeps up a Di- 
- ance, between, God and bis Spouſe, which | 


being removed, the Union auvguld be entire, 


Aud abſolute ; therefore He reſolves to break 


' thorew theſe "alſe-; And inaſmuch as God 
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: #ohich the Rending of the Vail of the Tem- 
ple was @ Figure) by ſuffering it to be oru⸗ 
cified, that he might enter _in!o Spirit, or 
return into the higheſ? I the Father. 
F. So the Saints, or Miſtical Body, in 
Conformity uno Chriſt,” the Head, unc loath 
themſelves of the Rags of corrupt, and ſin- 
ful Fleſh, by ſuffering it to be crucified, that 
the Divine Nature, or Image of God may 
Eine forth in the humane, till God diſcover 
j bis Dwelling in the Fleſh of the Saints, as 
be dwelt in the Fleſh of Chriſt, and after- 
ward this Fleſh be taken up into Spirit. 

8. In Order whereunto God has jo fur 
advanced, that he is pulling down the Par- 
titions that remain. He 1s tearing the Vail, 
nat only of the natural, but of the myſtical 


| 


* 2 1 
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tion of Chriſt, conſſting in Forms and Or- 


* 


dinances. 


= 


* 


9. Tea, God is not only taking down this 

Tabernacle sf the myſtical Fleſh of Chriſt, 

but be is deſtroying the myſtical, or ſpiri- 
| tual Fleſh of tbe Saints (I may ſo call 
1.) ſtanding in their own Righteouſneſs ; 
= that gobd Perſuaſion they have had of them- 
s, raise 72 and built upon their Qua- 
Aſkatlons, religious Duties, and Perfor- 

| | 2: © x" 
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We Rending of this Vail 2520 


mances, 


rend the Heart, and the Cawl of the Liver 


of many Saints, becauſe moſt of their. Cam- 


fort bas #4 ng from this Root; moſt f 
their 3 bu ve been laid upon this 


Foundation. This muſt needs ſtartle them 


to have their Heaven, their Evidences for 
Heaven thus aten; and this ( by compe- 
ring together Heb. 12. 26, 27, and 2 Pet. 


3. 13%) I conceive will be the ultimate, and 


final Accompliſhment ef that Place in Hag- 
gai, Chap, 2. 6. I will ſhake the Heavens 


end the Earth, and. the Sea, and the dry 


Land; and I will ſhake all Nations, and 
the Deſire of all Nations ſhall come. 
_ 'This great Work has God begun to take 


in hand, To ſhake the old Heaven and 


Earth, and to make new; to deſtroy our 
own Righteouſneſs, and inſtead thereof. to 
bring forth Chriſt in Spirit, who is The 


Lord our Righteouſneſs; Hu does the 


Devil rage, and ſtrive by bis Stratagems on 
all Hands to make this Child an Abortive ? 


fleſhly Adminiſtrations, and calling upon 


his People ts come up, and ſerve him in tbat 
vbich is more ſpiritual; God is withdraw- | 
ing from Forms, that be may draw his 
People after bim into Spirit and Power. 


Nor 
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Nl Nor is this intended to thhe thoſe off Foul 1 
2 \Forms, bo enjoy God's Preſence in them, 
zur ts give an 2 5 of thoſe thar wal! 
do in Forms, and to call them higher thun 
Forms, from whom God is arentiy ur- 
2 Parted i in Forms; for there are: divers De- 
"pres, and Mea oy of Chriſtians: Same, 
i may be, fin Godin every: Ordinanet; 
Others find him in none at all. Sone en- 
Foy bis Preſence in ane publick Ordinance, 
and not in another; Others God meets un 
their” private Duties, Str vor in tbe pub- 
lick: Let every Saint abide inthe Statwn | 
"where God ſets bim, till he Joy ee, 3 
Come up hither. | 
= And why ſbouldſt thor 3 at this ? | 
te | Hat it not been the ſad Complarnt of many || 
d - ferious -Chriſtians, for theſe many Years, 
„ > that Ordinances have been barren to them ; 
0 ; and themſeFves barren in the Uſe of them ? 
A | "What ſhould the Meaning of this be, hut 
be hut God ralls upon ſuch to look but for 
* "bigber Diſcoveries ' of himſelf,” than” n 
N e Ways? © 
97 \ . Thing many poor Souls hows A 
on Foran of, 2 therefore, have lain daun 
t wh der the” Burthen of *Grief und Korrone 3 ; 
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xvi. The PREFACE40 
. not. denied, but © "hut \ns"rbere: may 
3 Fofm of Godlmeſd wihouit the 
'ower ; | the Form amd Power may both 
rogeber > But there is a Time wut 
WY forth, cut of Form into Power, 
BA) fl 10 Spi Arit 3 125 275 formal, and 


TTY 


ox þ ſpiritual. g hs 
Forms ( or 75 m al F of 
PE * have been as ins s Gourd, un- 
der which the Saints have long repos'd tbem- 
ſelves, enjoyed much fiveet Shelter and Sbu- 
x dow, and therefore cannot bear the parting | 

"with them, neither in themſelves nor bthers 
15 now if God, upon Deſign to carry up 
a is A to more Spirituality, has prepa- 
red a Worm at the Root of this' Gourd 
e to kill, and dry it up, Doſt thou 

We! be angry Y Jonab? 


7 


Ves ( thou wilt ſay ) 1 do Oe Par Y 
Ap gry to the Death; for ſome have not only 3 
At off Ordinances, Gut preach them dren, | 4 
e Heal centen pribl of them, 4 


oY Answer. Blame not all that 4 1 t | 

them off; for ſome may have dene ir up 

+ Ground © As to thoſe who ſpeak N 
aly of them I excuſe them not at all 

7s; 2 if there be a Worm at their 7 * 
an 


- yo _- - 
"xk 


GY VA 2 


the : Chriſtian: Reader, XV 
and they muß muſt needs dye, \ then 6 as Calvin 
entr ſuld of, the. Ceremonies of old, o ſay T 


As the aweak Saints yet under N 


ord not be deſpiſed by thoſe a e 
o let them not 2 Accuſets of. 159 


This was the Apoſtle's s Rule to preſerve 
Pulbe and Love, Rom. 14. between Diſſent- 
ing Brethren : For further Sati faction in 
this Point, I refer you. to the 1 
+ I Js? Ve. 


38 
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- Chriſt Was three Deja! in the FRO, and 
then roſe out of it again. Chriſt has bern 
in Forms; to ſome he is ſtill, to others be 
it riſen out of Forms: Tell me, would f Heu 
bave thiſe ſeek Chriſt in the Sepulchre,,jn 
Forms, when they of he is riſen ; and 
q haps, have been told by an Angel, He is frot 
be here, he is riſen ? Be not weaker than the 
1 wen Diſciples, who hearing their Lord was 
riſen, departed from the Sepulchre ; after 
which it was not long that they heard be 


was riſen, by ſome that had ſeen him; nor 


4 | lang. after that again, that he appeared un- 
to them, and gulſed up their Faith, which 
< 24s ae and A to Of. wie 

uh 85 
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hy K — 4 3 N N 
M N 
W | When 
* Wi F O 4 1 , PF. 
y > EP * 9 * 
wy. © © 4 
* 


* 
Ts Y 


ola Let them have an honodrable 


15 fee their. Liberty, 4 and and, ſeedfalt 7 7 
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Mi : 2 S Marriage with thee, 
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* | eee at. .God 156 


ant 14%, him ca tn thee, emen 
Ather? 1 5e K. ore, I a6, 


To 


15 5 1 29 thi Te 


Thou ſee how 75 
is 1715 1 (be 
Appearances 


* 
* 


* 


en/ations | 
3 Eo remarkab 


have been omitted 3) God was in the | 
done "its 


os 75 be laid 7 afide : God ts enter'd p- 


_Eleſh of Chriſt ; but that havi 
6D fry 1 of . Spirit, and calls pon 

e to 6 Els him ; but ſhe 3s ſo fallen 

in ki 5 with this Suit 7 old Cloaths, this 
Garment, « Fleſh, that 


rs loth-to oy 7 
Ade, as! be megnt to 


e married i in it.” 


But fell me, wouldft thou tye God always | | 
Ao ane Diſpen/ation Or i thou c £ co uf Fay it, if, 
E 


but. the, be will advance higher till he come 


ff, Tad dal wilt thou tarry tg Ys, 


ays in the Jame_ | lace? D, 
thut nat. WAY that the Confurimatiin- of 


1s the Com mPpleat- 


thine, own Ha ine 4. 27 . 
1 18 e : 


1 85 wa be 18d ?.. Thou af. 2 
"art pi 90 9 td 27 olding thy | 
«bb Ae innientt or, 45 oft theu Took ee Bn 
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Jain 1 "he Chriltan Nad Xix 
1 mw former god Works 3 Remember 
3 7 ſays was bis Pra#ice, Forgeting 1 
F thaſe Things that are behind, and reach- ö 
ing K thoſe Things which are be- 1 
fore, 1 press towards the Mark, Gc. Call 
o mind alſo Peter's. Admonition, Looking 


for, and haſtening unto the a of the | 
. Day, of God, Sr. 240 ö 


God forbid, that thou houldef mit ihe 
Holy One of 1/rae/; that” thou ſhould 
tze, and bind down God'to any Form, or | 
Adminiftration, longer than will ſerve his 1 
* own. Defgu: And God forbid, that tho 
oulaſt flop, and ſtay in a Diſpenſation, 
i Acc he is departed from it. 


God took 15 o Diſpentions only to 7 forme 
4 Turn; to brin about bis Dejign f ma- 
5 5 his Cadet bappy by its 2 "north 
Hunſell : The finiſhing, and laying down © 
. Diſpenſations, is the finiſhing, and . 
n. tbe Creatures Happineſs, and the In- 
/ I 1 #rpducing that Glorious Day before binted ; 
i 


which, will be by the Rifeng the Sun or 
Righteouſneſs, nt in one Horizon of the 
\ Warldonhy, but throughout the whole Earth 
| And. Heaven ; which Day of the Lord, 48 
ut ld be to us the moſt defirable Thing tn 
fe” eld, fo it ſhould ſeem to be uf Hand, 


ard 
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* a — . at our. I A, 
Ghmpſes of (07, that appear already, and 
particularly b thoſe. Ra 8. and Beams of 
Light, that ſtream forth" in Phaſe enfuing 


Leer her 


. ſome of \ theſe Letters, thou ſoalt bear 


the Stimmerings, and Liſpings of \ Chil- 3; 
dren, rather than a pure Language; or per- 1 


Jeet Speaking ; ; but let not that offend thee : 
thou art a Father of Children, a tlou- 
d.to one, thou.art, not 0 microſe. and au- 

Kere, but baſt taken D-light tb bear thy 

Children prattle, tho They Hale but half 
ords, and broken CNS, EN ; and why 


Id it trouble thee to hear thy Britbres, 3 


The Children of thine, and their heavenly 
- Father, | extrels themlelves in ſuck Lan- 
guage as they are able: Ts it not ſaid, Out 
of the Mayths of Babes and Sucklings, 
thou haſt ordained Strength? or er aa 
n Praiſ. 


1 


\ 3 albert of theſe Letters a Os N 
\wayſt meet. with ſome. Things, that may, he 
. Paradoxes, aud hard Sayings. 70. thee, which 
hen can nat bear; but fit not in Tudg- 
ment. 40 condemn. this neitber, as if 


wow upen thee to know all T, bange 
eee till thou haſt a clearer, 2 


# 


e $+= c 


00 


3 


* oy ChAthy Relder. 84 
ich*thou af nor out of Hopr) 
© that Day ol not Tr rom 25 


ee #hou ſhalt ſpeat, and underſta 
arder Say ying s, and hig her Myfteries, that 
if 2 meet wwithal # theſe Letters, © 


Nor het do J widertake to juftify all that 
A 7 9 9 8 in them : Tis yet biie the Dawn- 
Jing of the Day: The cleareſt Principle (for 
: m4 7 biete) has a Mixture of Earth and 
Darkneſs in it: The Light is yet neither 
clear, nor dark; Tis neither Night nor 
Day, but in the Evening Time it ſhall be 
light. Zach. 14. 6, 7. And then tis poſſible, 
an bigher Appearance in the ſame Perſons 
that va theſe | Letters, may judge ſome. 
= Things in them to the Fire, as s Hay and 
We | 
Mo, Thou 2 ind one Letter 
among the reſt, written 7 a precious Soul 
walking in Darkneſs, and having no Light; 
vrapt up, and mantled in a dark Night of 
Trouble, and Dejection of Spirit: Let this 
Letter that may not ſeem to ſuit with its 
Fellews)*ſerve as ſharp Sauce with ſweet 
Meat, to give a better Reliſh 10 the reſt : 
Doubtheſi; the Lord has a gracious: Defign 
| this good Soul, and has withdrawn. hum. 
0 for a Moment, that with everlaſt- 


ing 


n The PREFACE, Of. | 

ing Mercies he may embrace it; that be may | 
diſcover himſelf to this Soul to be nothing but 
Light and Love; and bring forth himſelf in I 
this ſmoaking Flax, in an higher, and WW; 
brighter Flame of. Light and Glory, in : 
| more glorious Appearance than ever : Ani = 
when God ſhall bring this to paſs, if theu © 
| pleaſe, in the mean time, to taſte of bis Tear, 
peragventure, when he reaps his Harveſt, 
about mayſt be made Partaker of his Joy. 


. 
. 


Septem. 24. 
1649. 


2 gle > wee OE 


A Well-wifher of thine, and of te 4 | 
Truth, as it is in JI Ess. ; 
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Letters from ſeveral Parts, &c. 
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LA BTTER I 


Dear Sir, 


Have receiv'd your loving Let- 
58 2 ter, and therewith Mrs, M's 
8 kind Token, which before my 
= a 7: opening, Thad thought had been 
ome Bock: Her Remembrance of me does 
auch refreſh me, and ſhe is made therein 
C an 


. IO» SY» ne © TS” 0. o 


2 Some Cbriſtian Letters, declaring- - 
an Inſtrument of making me Partaker of 
much of the Love and Goodneſs of God. 
I had been in ſome ſad (but yet witha! 
ſweet) Thoughts but juſt before they came 
to me; when they came, I ſaid, Theſe are tc 
wipe away tears from mine Eyes, andthat Love | 
that ſent them aſſuredly will. Sir, I pray you 
remember me to her, and thank her, and ii 
I may come with good Company to her, 
ſhall be glad to give her a viſit when I come 3 

to London; that is, with the Father, and with 
his Sen Jeſus Chriſt ; for there is our Fellow- | 
 ſhip,-without whom tis a dry Feaſt, and a | 
fruitleſs Viſit; nevertheleſs I ſhall, I truſt, be 
willing to be ſeen of her barren, or as I am, be 
it however, for we neither ſtand or fall to 
our preſent Abilities or Actings. 
Sir, For your Deſire of ſomething to be 
written touching the fi and /ccond Appear- | 
ance of Chrift, I wiſh I was but freſh to give 
you my thoughts Ihad thereof this morning; 
but after twice preaching this Day, and now 
after Supper Iam more diſpoſed to ſleep than 
write : Your Inquiry is after two things, the 
Difference between them, and the Tranſition | 
or paſling over of Chriſtians from one to the 
other: For the fr, It ſhall only acquaint 
you with ſome places of Scripture which to 
me ſeem tohold forth the difference between 
theſe two ; and they are 1 Pet. 5 IT, 13. Roy, 


9 


o 


5 


their ſeveral Experiences. 3 


6. 5. Heb. . 28. by which Scriptures tis plain, 


firft he is made our Sin; his ſecond is without 
Sin; Our Fellouſbip with him in the firſt is 
called Planting in the likeneſs of his Death; 
our Fellowſhip with him in the latter is call'd, 


N 


W The firſt is called Sufferings, the Sufferings of 
= Chrift, ver. 1 1. of that place in Peter; as if it 
contain d, and was made of nothing elſe; The 
other is called, the Glory that ſhould follow. 
In that Chapter it appears (at leaſt it does fo 

to me at preſent) that the Chriſtians were 


then chieflyacquainted with the promiſe and 


expectation of it to come, when Peter wrote 
this; and indeed the glory of the firſt appear- 
Z ance of Chriſt was yet very bright, for it was 
co have its Time and Seaſon ; as it has, thro' 
all Ages fince, and in this preſent Age; even 
with thoſe on whom his ſecond Appearance 
is dawned: But if you ſay, All theſe are exter- 
nal Characters and Diſtinctions of thoſe two 
1 x Appearances; but what is the formal and in- 
trinſical Difference between them ? I ſhall 
at give you my Apprehenſion 75 brief thus. 
K The rt Appearance of Chriſt, is his Ap- 


n Pearance in Fleſb, without us, bearing our fin, 


„ and fulfi/ling all l. galrighteouſneſs, and there- 
by becoming the Object and Means of Faith 


E to 


- * 
me 
© % 6 | 
„ mY 0 2 5 


that the fr/? Appearance of Chriſt is unto 
Faith; The ſecond is, unto Salvation. In the 


Planting in the likeneſs of his Reſurrection. 
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4 Some Chriſttan Letters, declaring 
tons, whereby to draw nrar to Gd unto Re- | 
conciliation: And Faith acting on this Diſco- 
very of God in Chriſt, apprehending his Love 
thro” that miniſtration, was, I conceive, that 
which brought in the Supplies of all our Hofe 
and Comfort from time to time, and nou. # 
riſh'd all Grace and Holineſs in our Heart, 
till the ar:/fing of this Day- tar in us, becom- 
ing our ſpiritual Righteor neſs, and Sufficien- 
cy for all Things, the End of our Faith, and 
cur Salvation itſelſ in the Spirit. a 

That which makes this the leſs known, 
and harder to be known, is becauſe there ac 

Degrees in it; and that which is affirm'd of 
one 1 of it (ſuppoſe a higher Degrec) 
is not found in a lower Degree, and ſo ve 
know it not when tis in, and among us, be- 
cauſe we find it not in ſuch an eminent De- 
gree: As for Example, Me /ee not yet all En 
mies putunderus;and thotglorions Redempt iv 
of the Body, we yet underſtand not, c. for all 
theſe Things are but Parts and Appendices to 3 
the /econd Appearance of Chriſt; but all theſe 
| wait only for the Acknowledgment of he 
1 Day, this ſecond Appearance, Chri/t in us, be 
f Day-ftar riſen in our hearts; for as the Pœur 
and Priviledge sf becoming Sons, follow'd up- 
0 on the receiving and acknowledging his 
1 Appearance, ſo ſhall the Pi iviledges annex d 
| to his /econd Appearance be made good to us 


Up- 
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rr e Anau dawn go 


their ſeveral Experience. 5 
upon the Acknowledgment thereof, when it 
hall be proclaim'd within us, and ſhall diſ- 


| 3 cover itſelf upon us; and as Chriſt ſaid to the 
. 3 Woman of Samaria, If thou kneweſt the gift 
= of God, and who it is that ſaith unto thee, give 


* me Water to drink, thou wouldeſt have asked 
ce bim, and he would have given thee Living 
Pater: Sowhen we ſhall be acquainted what 
= © mighty One dwells in us, — 4 find our- 
ſelves to be at the End of our Faith, and in the 
= Poſſeſſion of all Salvation: For He 1s the Re- 
furrection and the Life, He is Redemption; 
F and the Kingdom of God lies not in, nor is 
brought on, by any outward Circumſtances: 
De Kingdom of God is within you; It comes 
not with obſervation; ſo that from the Pre- 
= miſesIam bold to pronounce, That Chriſt be- 
ing reveal d in Spirit, in many, his ſecond Ap- 
pearance is dawned upon the World, and tis 
amongſt us tho we know it not, or ſcarcely 


know it ; the Redemption of the Body is a- 


10 

mongſt us, and all Things begin to be new, 
18 . . | 
and to haveanew Face and Appearance tous, 


ſo far forth as we are changed and ſpiritualli- 
zed ; Nor need it be ſtrange, That the /econd 


% Appearance ſhould lurk, and be a Stranger in 
5 #l the World, a While, any more than his fir ft 
„% ZPPeerance; which was conceal'd for thirty 


years, and ſcarce taken notice of, fave by He- 
rod, when he murder'd the Infants; Only 
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6 Same Chriſtian Leiters, declaring 
you may ſay, that this is more in Glory! but 
conſider, the Glory is inward, and ſo is the 
Appearance, and therefore leſs ſubject to the 


notice of others; and yet tis proclaim'd thro 
the World under the Voice of Here, Bla/- 


phemy, Antichriſt, the great Antichriſt, &c, ® 
Does not the Spirit ſay, The Day of the Lors 


ſhall jo ceme as a Thief in the night? And is it 


not ſo come on moſt Profeſſors? inſomuci: * 
that they on whom 'tis come, ſcarce know it, 


or receive it ; and ſhall what is propheſy'd a 
a Sign of it, beccme a Stumbling-black in it: 


way? Behold I come as a Thief, ſays Cbriſt : | 
Chriſt is come as a Thief, and we fay 'tis not 
He;' his Coming would be known if it was 


ſo: Ze Fools, and blind, ye know not the Scrip- 
tures, &c. This Coming of his the primitive 


Times had (and efpecially ſomeumong them 
as Paul, who was called extraordinarily by | 
Chriſt revealed in him; and Jchn,thatwas ra- 
viſh'd in Spirit, and /aw the Lerd day) as 
Abrabam, Iſaac, and Jacob had the promiſed 
Land they were Seiourners in; but there was 
a long Bondage in Egypt to be undergone by 


their Seed ere they came to it; whereunto 
anſwers our long Captivity under Anticbriſi. 


But the Time draws near, we ſhall ſhortly | 
hear that Voice, Ariſe, ſhine, for thy Light i: | 


come, the glcry of the Lord is riſen upon thee ; 


and this/ecend Appearance, this Day-far will 


take 
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their ſeveral Experiences. 7 


make the Stars of the Niglt to diſappear, or 


the glory of the firſt Appearance to go down ; 
which is all that I ſhall ſay now to the ſecond 
Part of your Inquiry : As this increaſes, the 
other will decreaſe ; no other Period of it do 
I know : For we are all brought fcrth firſt 
under the Law, and ſo come to knw Chrij? 


f | after the Fleſh, and reap the Fruit and Com- 


fort of his firſt Appearance, ere we know 
him in us as Salvation and Glory; but whe- 
ther the Lord will always obſerve this method, 
I cannot ſay, I rather think he will not; for 
tis ſaid; We ſhall not all dye, but be changed: 
We ſhall not all paſsunder Forms, betrained 
up under the Law, but ſhall immediately be 
changed. Chriſt's Appearance to us is the 
Rule of all Walking and Converſation ; His 
Appearance being only known to us in the 
Fleſh, as a Reconciler, a 3 of Circum- 
cifien, is the Reaſon of our walking in Forms. 
When he appears to us nakedly in Spirit, as 
being All to us, and in us Himſelf immedi- 
ately, and Alone, then he delivers us into a 
glorious Liberty above all outward Forms. 
In that place in Peter, that ſpeaks of the 
Sufferings of Chriſt, and that Glory that ſhould 


Follow, I may ſeem ſtrange to you to under- 


ſtand that fo//cawing Glery of the Body as I do, 
ut bear with me therein ; I ſo underſtand it, 


as of the glorious Appearance of Chriſt in his 
** b. | ff | 8 *. '« wh | 0 171 tak: : Spi 
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 _ Appearance in Spirit (as for the 


Mit bis [ppeart 


Some Chriſtian Letters, declaring 


| Spirit; tho'Ican't give myReaſons for it now. 


What you write of the 45 15 of getting 
out of the fleſh of Chrift, and the letter of Scrip- 
ture, I wonder not at; ſeeing we have never 
gotten in, without a divine Power and Life; 
and therefore to get tho to the holieſt, with- 
out the fame Almighty Power, is impoſſible. 7 
I Tt'snolittle Advance after we are brought 7 
in, tolook out further and higher; till which 
time, the Mitnoſſes lye dead in us in 1 4070 
and then that Voice has been heard, Come up 
hither ; and we are aſcending, or aſcended, 
whilſt we are making up in the Lord; There 
is the Lord in us aſcending, who came down, 
and none elſe can aſcend but he. 
As for that Iwrote concerning the Appear- 
ance of Chriſt, and his Coming ſpoken of in 
Scripture, that Ino noother Coming of Ghri/ 
to judgment, but his ſpiritual „ e or 
the Fleſb that has 
done its Work) and therefore is he ſaid, to come 
inthegloryof his Father and of bis holy Angels; 
alſo in fHaming fire with his mighty els, 
which of 4 25 That his Coming is nothing 


Ag; and that all fleſh is a vai i 
upon bim, from under which he is coming, and 


| rafting it off, making bis Arm bare; That the 
Bodies of all raiſed ſhall be ſpiritual, like unto 


his; which is alſo held forth in that Expreſ- 
fron of the Apoſtle, 2 Te 2. The Spirit of 4 
- * n | Maut 
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bei ſevcral Experiences. 9 
Mouth, and the Brightneſs of his Coming, aubich 
= amounts to a ſpiritual Appearance and Mani- 
= /c/tation; That this Coming and Judgment 15 

= 7zradual, and has been on foot from the Brgin- 
ning of the World, and ſtill goes on, and will be 

I compleated in due time; That the Tudgment- 
day ubich ate exped, is nothing elſe but the per- 
= fe and univerſal Declaration of his Righte- 
8 ouſneſs, his general and full Manifeſtation un- 
to all by his rifing up in all, who ts the Head, 
and Root of all, and making all ſpiritual ; for 
= the Kingdom of God is within you: There riſeth 
up this Fudgment ſuddenly upon the World, by 
| ohich you might underſtand bow I take that 
= place inibe Corinths, Till he come; namely, 
in Spirit; when as ſaid, I know no other Ap- 
= pearance of bis to be but in Spirit: That bo is 
= entred into Spirit; and therefore we cannat 
think he will be perfected in the fleſh (for his 
Kingdom cometh not by Obſervation) : So 1 
think, ſpeak, and write ſtill: Tho' I have 
known Chrift after the fleſh, yet henceforth know 
Ibim no more, God has manifeſted his Love 
and Power in that Man Chri/t, and in that 
Fleſh that he took, and ſhewed what he will 
do in all the Elect, by a Spirit of Power and 
Love, Redeem, Save, Kill, Quicken, Raiſe, 
Glorify; and this Spirit and Power of God ap- 
pearing in the Elict, is the Appearing of Je- 
ſus Chriſt in them, both in his Weakneſs and 
WEL | B 5 Power ; 


HERE IE "Yes 
8 r n I 


FE 


— 


Dr 1 , = VO 
17 | 


10 SomeChriftian Letters, declaring 
Power; in his Cradle, Croſs, Grave, and in 
. heavenly Places, at the right hand of the Fa- 
tber in bis full Glory, This is the Kingdom of 
Cod that comes not by Obſervation : This is 
Chrift in us, the bope of Glory; who ſhall 
come by Degrees, and appear to be (che) Glo- 
ry: He is our Life hid, and he is dead in us, 
and we in him, who f all appear, and bring 
us forth with bim in Glory, being our Head, 
Root, and quickning Spirit; and which does 
not deny a perſonal Appearance of TFe/: 
Cbriſt, the Son of Man, conſiſting of Soul and 
Body, to and with the Saints, when he is per- 
fectly formed in them; and what can this Ap- 
F cebe but ſpiritual, in the Glory of the 
ather, and of the holy angels, according as 
the Bodies, the vile Bodies of all the Saints 
ſhall be in the Reſurrection, where it riſeth a 
"ſpiritual Body, tho' ſown a natural Body; and 
then an End of Fleſh and Blood, and Corrup- 
tion: So far the Scripture leads us, and we 
muſt not be Intruders intotheſe things, whilſt 
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Sons God, but it does not yet appear what ww: 
all de. In that Appearance ſhall be ſeen the 
ab leneſs of the Saints to him: Lo I, and 
the Children whom God has given me! and 
then ſhall be an eternal Union betwixt God 
and Chriſt, and Chriſt and the Saints, yet 
with Diſtinction and Subordination: The 
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their ſeueral encrs. 11 
Head, the Body, the Root, and the Branches, 
the Husband and the Wife ; Cbriſt in Gcd, 
and the Saints in Chriſt, and ſo in the Father; 
one in anotber, and perfect in one. Thus Ihave 
given you the brief, yet full Copy of what is 
written in me, ſo far as I can read, in way of 
8 Anſwer to your Qeries; and if you ſhall put 
me to read it over again, and ſhew me any 
Miſtakes; you ſhall do me no Diſpleaſure: 
As God opens himſelf in us, ſo we diſcover. 


theſe Things, and I ſhall be ready to diſcover 
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may read it running, 


Salute from me all our Friends with you, 
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what is diſcoverable, tho! I diſcover my Mi- 
ſtakes withal: For we are very unlearned in 
reading what the Spirit hath written in us, till 
it comes in a large Letter, as it will do, that we 


This ts all I have Liberty to ſay at preſent,. 


1 * whom I have rejoiced ; I hold myſelf. 
bound to acquaint you with the wonder 
ful Dealings of my God with me: It is ſo, 
that I am called into Judgment, and the Books 
are open'd, and the Book of Life is open'd;: 
and Iam judg'd according to all things which 
are Written.in the Books: Vet neither of theſe 


r . 
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Books is that Brble- book, which we have hug' d 


ſo long, as our only Happineſs; I would not 
here be miſtaken, for I do not ſay this Fudg- 
ment is not ſpoken of in the B:ble, neither 
thoſe Books out of which I am judged; for 


that they are both of them; and yet I ſay, 
that the Bib/e in the Letter of it, as it is bound 
up there, is not the Book : I would not for a 
World take away any Thing from the Bibl., 


or any of the Excellency of that which i. 


therein written; but I would have it ſet in the 
right place: I would not have it taken for God 
himſelf, and yet God is in it, and the Letter 


of it is a ſweet Manifeſtation of God, but it 9 


is not God; tho God, I ſay, be manifeſted 


in this fleſh : But h we have known Thing # 


after the fleſh, yet henceforth we will noc 
them ſo na more: For indeed, except we come 
thro' the fleſh, which is the Vail, we can't en- 
ter into the holieſt; for the outward Court i: 
given to the Gentiles, and it ſhall not be mea- 
fur'd; we all deſire, and ſtrive to enter into 


Reſt, the Lord give us Hearts therefore, that 


we fail not, becauſe of Unbelief: But indeed 


our Lives, and alſo our Spirits, are ſo full of 
prejudicate Opinions, that we are apt to think 
the worſt of every thing; whereas if we were 


the Children of God, and like our Father, we 
ſhould then live in God, who is Love; yea, we 
ſhould then be made one with this. Love. Cer- 

Ts tainly, 
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tainly, we may fear, that thoje Children are 
baſely begotten, who do not in any way re- 
ſemble their Father. Dear Friend, ſuch a 
like Generation have we begotten amongſt 
us, for if we were like our Father, we ſhould 
then hope all things, believe all things; think 
no Evil, nor be liſted up in ourſelves, but think 
= of every One better than of ourſelves : But tho 
the Seed of the Serpent be ſown amongſt us, | 
yet J ſay again, I would not be miſtaken by ‚ 
vou, for I am not againſt the uſe of the Bille 
l ſee a true, ſweet, lovely Spirit in the Wri- | 
© tings of it, yet I would have you know, that 
] dare not juſtify all things as they lye in the 
© Letter of it; not becauſe the Truth is not in 
© it, but becauſe of the abuſe of that Truth by | 
the falſe Tranſlation of it: For every Once, || 
© when he tranſlates a Copy, writes it as he 
thinks fit, and ſo puis in, and leaves out ac= |} 
$ cording to his Conceptions; and we are not 
all ignorant what Hands theſe Copies have 
come thorow : I beſeech you, therefore, wait 
upon that one Spirit which is in you, he it is 
1 that ſhall lead you into all Truth; and I am 
"y ſure, that when God has written his own 
Truth within you, then you will be able (as 
well as the Apoſtles) to write a Bible, or any 
book elſe without you; Iam very confident, | 
e did the Apoſtles live in our Days, they would 
be exceedingly grieved to ſee us appropriate 
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the Spirit only to them, when indeed, the 
- Spirit cannot be confin'd, for it is God hin- 
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ſelf; and this God is in, and with you, tho 


you know it not ſo well as I could with ycu | 


did; Let us therefore, leave off all our Ap. 


me, what you find but God; we have been 
apt to ſay, Lo! here he is, and there be is; but 
this is a Lye : For he is every where, and he 


is not any where, as confin'd or diſtin from | 
himſelf; I beſeech you therefore in the Bcw/; | 


of Mercy, that you be careful what you do 
I have one Thing to acquaint you with, 
which indeed was the Cauſe of my preſen: 
Writing, and it's this: That ſeeing (as have 
told you) the great Day of the Lord is come 


upon me, andevery thing is brought into jud. 


ment; ] cannot but mind you of one thing 
which paſs d between us, and it was this; you 


told me once of your viſiting a Maid, who 
- ſaid, that She i'd in Heaven, und above the 
Bible; even in God, and by the Revelations f 


bis Spirit; which much ſtumbled both you 
and me: I here tell you, that this Maid is ri- 


ſen in me; and that I now know what the 
meant; being, by the wonderful Good: 1; 
of my God, taken in to the ſame Life myſelf 
and it is but lately accompliſh'd upon my Soul 
She meant therefore above the Letter of that 
Word in the Bible; that, indeed, was dead 0 


> 24 1 Her, 


- propriations and Diſtinctions, and then tel} | 


ö 


her, but ſhe liv'd in the Spirit and Life of it, 
which was, and is, in Go N ; and this is 
the Life we have all groan'd after; and yet, 
when God comes to take us out of thegraves 


of Sin, and Self-appropriations, and to looſe 


thoſe Chains and Bonds, we have ( thro' our 
Darkneſs and Ignorance) been brought into 
by Diſtinctions, we are afraid of him; and 
not only, like Mary, take Him for the Gardi- 
ner; but are even afraid, that ' tis Satan him- 
ſelf transformed (as we call it) into an Angel 


„ Light; when indeed, that is the very Satan 


who tells us ſo, tho he ſets before us a ſeeming 


good; but we are not ignorant of His wiles: 


This was the Apple with which he deceiv'd 
cur Mother Eve, even this ſeeming good, and 
has caus'd us ever ſince to ſurfeit with it; even 
to take things that are not, for what they are 
in truth: Therefore take notice by the way, 
that thoſe things are not, that ſeem to be, or 
viſibly appear to our ſight; but the things 


that are inviſible, and cannot appear to our 


tieſhly fight, thoſe are the things in truth ; 
and obferve further, that all this outward 


Frame of things which appears to our fleſhly 
izht, is but a Reſemblance, or Figure of him 


who is inviſible, and can't be ſeen but with a 


pure ſpiritual ſight; I ſpeak this for your and 


others ſake, who yet ſtick in the feſhof Chriſt: 
For I bleſs my God, Iam got thorow it, even 
i. 2 _ 
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vy a thing upon me; I could not but — 
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within the Vail; and I ſee him who is 1nvi/ib/- 
with the Eyes of my Spirit: And certainly, I 
had theſe viſible Eyes given me as a Sign or a 


Shadow of the Subſtance. Bleſſed therefore be 
the Father of our Lord Feſus Chrift, which ka; 
not ſuffered me to ftick in any thing bela bim- 
ſelf; but has brought me thro all the wiles, and |: 
cunning deceits of Satan, and has at length cen- 


ter d me in himſelf, and has cauſed me toſit dow: 


and reſt in his own Bojom : Let therefore our 


heavenly Pather be glrify'd, for this bisgreat ® 


Goodneſs towards the Sons of Men. 


But I have here digreſs'd: I come again to 
tell you concerning this thing, that when the 


great Dayof Judgment was upon me, this was 


one thing, and a very great thing, for which 
I was judged of by the Lord; even thatI had Z 
judged, or paſs'd Sentence on this precious 


Soul before the time; for the Lord of all Men 
was at hand, and I ſhould have left all Judg- 
ment to him ; but I was baſe and unworthy, 
and I judged thoſe things which Iknew not: 


Bleſſed be the Lord who has not 7 ly : 


cut me off for it; but has accepted a Rane 
in his beivved Jeſus; in Emanuel, God v 


us; that is, in himſelf, even in the Bowels of | 


his own Love, manifeſted thro' fleſh. Now 
becauſe it has been, asl have told you, ſo hee- 


ould 


you as a Fore-warning, leſt you alſ 
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come into the ſame Condition of Torment 1 
by the like occaſion ; and alſo that I might I 
take ſhame to myſelf for my Baſeneſs, and 1 
Envy at God's People: Now that which I 1 
ſay, is the ſame with what J have already 4 
ſaid; that this Saint, with many others, are 
riſen and come into my Soul, accompanying 
my Saviour; and therefore if you ſee her, I 
& ſhould deſire you to acquaint her with it; and 
ſhew her this Paper, that ſhe may ſee how I | 
have ſuffer d for perſecuting her: But let her 114 
know, that now I am one in the Body with | 
her, tho' I confeſsIhave been exceeding vile 
and baſe; and when any have been ſpeaking | 
of newer Light, or newer ſpiritual Injoy- i 
ments than I had, I would bid them be care- j 
2 tul, and conſider what they did; and I would il 
bring that Maid for an Example to them, | 
chat they might ſee whereto ſhe was come, | 
even, faid I, to deſtroy all; when indeed, Wt | 
and in truth (as far as I can now ſee) the was I 
come to the Enjoyment of all; this was the | 
berſecuting Spirit I was then of: Nay, dear | 
Friend, I have not wonder'd ſince at her Ex- | 
preſſion, which, I heard you ſay, ſhe us'd ; | 
that is, N hy are you come to perſecute me? You 116 
know we both laugh'd at her, and faid, Was | 
4 "Is the Spirit that was upon her? But I have 1 
ae conſider'd it, and it was true enough; | 
es Fleſh muſt needs perfecute the Spirit: 1 
1 D 3 And 
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And we, being Fleſh, came indeed to perſe- 
cute her; therefore it was a true Spirit of Re- 
velation that wasupon her, tho' ſhe could not 
but believe our Words, when we profeſs'd to 
the contrary : But I confeſs, I did not ſee you 
ſo apt to judge her as myſelf ; and therefore 


it is juſt that I ſhould ſuffer in it, and you be 


forewarned from it; for I did, as much as in 
me lay, ſtrive to behead her, and lay her dead 
in the Aﬀections of my Friends, and all this 
was even for the Teſtimony ſhe bore of he: 
Saviour; and therefore I cannot think, that 
the Sword muſt depart from my Houſe; but 
that I muſt be ſlain in others Affections, even 


as others have been ſlain in mine. I cannot 


paſs by one thing conſiderable, which wa: 
this; I wellremember that even whil{tI ſpake 
againſt her; I was warned from within, that 
I ſhould take heed what I did; and I could 
never ſpeak of her, but I ſhould be ſmitten 
for it; yet I hearkened not, hut ruſhed 11:7 


Sin, as the Horſe into the Battle; and'therc- 
fore I am willing now to take ſhame to my- 
ſelf, and have thus largely written this to 
you, that you might communicate it to 


whom you pleaſe: For indeed, the Goodne!s 
of the Lord has ſo overcome me, and the glo- 
ry of my God is ſo riſen upon me, that I care 
not, if all the World know my Miſcaariages. 

I did not think to write ſo large to you, but 
ro fe ray 
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my God ſo fills me, that I cannot tell how 
to leave off; if you underſtand not my Lan- 
guage; 1 pray let Mr. G. C. help you, I que 
ſtion not, but he may give you a Sight in it, 
to whom preſent my dear Reſpects; alſo to 
all the reſt of my dear Friends, tell them I 
2? am one in the Spirit with them, and that I 
| would have them careful of judging ; the 


good Lord reward you ſpiritual Conſolations, 
for all your Labour of Love to me in fempo- 
ral. 

| T am your exceeding loving, and as God 
a ſhall make me, your faithful Friend, 
Y to ſerve you. 


LETTER III. 


Chriſtian Friend, | 2 


UR Loving Father has comforted me 
by your Letter: I exceedingly rejoice 
in your Condition, I ſec hisgreat Power mag- 
nify'd in you, to make you thus willing tobe 
at his Diſpoſe: It's no ſmall matter for a Soul 
to deny itſelf, We have been a long time 
talking of Se/f-denial, becauſe the Letter of 
the-Scripture has ſweetly ſpoken of it ; but 1.41 
truly we have not know what it is from the © | | || 
Indwelling of Truth in us: I am ſure, thus 
much I find, that it muſt be the Death of 

. the 
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the whole firſt Man, that ſo the ſecond Man 
may be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs; and 
truly, the mighty Power of God mult pat; 
upon us, to raiſe us up thus to live in himſelf. 
I could willingly open to you, how I was 


to ſpeak ſomething to another, as he ſpake 
in me, Thad this wonderful Viſion that con- 
* founded me, and threw me to the Ground 
before it; for it was no leſs than Infinizene/; 
© itſelf that beheld me, and at laſt made mo 
to behold it: But this Sight of God did (© 
aſtoniſh me, and wrought ſuch an utte: 
Death to myſelf, and to every thing below 
* or beſides him (I mean things that appea: 
to be) that truly I may ſay, 1 had no Spiri: 
* of a Man left in me; but I fat before him a: 
a a meer pathve Appearance. Then felt the 
© Spirit of Life from Above to enter into me 
© again, and carried me forth to act where, 
* when, and how it pleaſed: Now came Ito be 
* what he would have me, and never before 

It was not long fince, that I ſhould have 
been much troubled to be called hither, and 
thither ; and to act the Part of ſuch vr ſuch a 
One: No, the reaſonable Man indeed was not 
yet dead in me; but now the Lord fo flew it, 
that I cry'd out, Here am I Lord, ſend me 


brought (in the Meaſure Lam) into this Life: 
It was by the Sight or Viſion of God himſel. 
For as I was one Day carried forth by him 
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or Tam no more myſelf now, nor can I aft for 
myſelf, but for the Lord: And 1 wonder'd ſtill, 
why the Fleſh in the ordinary Appearance of 1 
it did remain ? I mean, this outward Form or | | 
Veſſel, that held the Treaſure; for indeed, I nl 
thought when the Apoſtle ſpokeof a Change, | 
it had been the Change of the outward Form; 
but this Day came upon me unawares: How- 
ever, I do not ſay the outward Form ſhall 
not be changed ; let it be as it pleaſes him, 
= my Glory lies within the Vail: Tam not called 
2 ſo much to talk or judge of things without, I 
am to judge of things within me. Things that 
ll have taſted, ſeen, and handled, I declare to 
you; for the Diſpenſation of Truth is upon 
me, and I would not now ſpeak, or do any 
Thing, but as he ſpeaks, and does in me; for 
= now tis no more I, but the Lord: I, indeed, 
# have been ſomething in Man's Day, and 1 
N defir'd to be, and ſpeak ; but that Day is paſt, 
it's come into Judgment, weighed in the Ba- 
lance of the Sanctuary, and found too light. 
The Day of the Lord only is now upon me; and 
here I deſire to be perfected, | 
But I will go yet a little further, and ſew 
you the Workings of God upon, and in me: 
It was fo, that before God ſo wonderfully ap- 
pear'd to me, I hd exceeding working in my 
Spirit, and drawing to come up, and ſerve the | 
Lord in a more ſpiritual Adminiſtration; and . 
5 Scrip= | |} 
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Scriptures were {till open'd to me in a new, 
and ſtrange Way; tending to that ſpirituz| 
Enjoyment of God, which then was, and i 
now have in my Eye, At laſt there was an 
extrordinary Expectation begotten in me, 
and I waited for my Eſtabliſhment in the Spi- 
11t, tho' I yet appear'd in the Fle/h; but a- 
gainſt this, there were great Fightings be- 
tween two Pour, both from within me, and 
alſo from Friends without ; yet there was 11: 
me, even in the darkeſt time, a ſecret Hops, 
even beyond Hope, that I ſhould enjoy it; an: 
my Eye was unto him who has now ſav'd me 
But here I was brought to lye down in his 
Will,even without it; and tho' Inever ſhould 
have felt it, ein his Bel:ef could I have laid 
down my Life, and dy'd: That there was 
ſuch a time appointed for the People of God ; 
and that they ſhould ſurely have ſuch a Gor y, 
tho' they appear'd and liv'd on Earth; for the 
Lord has faid, The Tabernacle of the Lord 
ſhould be with Men, and he would reign for ever 
and ever, But the Day before this Glory came 
to me, I had this Word very ſtrongly ſet home 
upon me; We ſhall not all fleep, but be changec. 
And truly as the time drew near, I had juc/ 
flrong workings of Spirit, that I could exper? 
no >» As indeed; and I did expect it, and witha! 
look'd with what Body I ſhould come; for! 
was thinking (as I told you before) that this 
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coutward Form muſt be done away, when 
God came to change us; but when I ſaw it 
ſtill remain, and Iſo wonder fully beheld God, 
I was taken with Admiration ; yet! {till ex- 
pected, that ſure it would anon go away, for 
I thought it impoſſible, that I ſhould look 
$ conſtantly on this Glory, and yet remain on 
Earth; for indeed tho' I expected much, yet 
this Sight was far beyond my Expectation. 1 
| now felt the fleſhly part within me fly away 


at his Preſence, and Death and Hell were de- 
troyed; T heard ſentence given againſithe Ene- 


= coſt out, and in the morning I could fing a Song 
over him: For his Head, I found, turned in- 
to the Waters, yet ſtill this outward Body did 
not moulder away, At laſt it was given me 
from him, who ſhew'd me theſe Things, to 
ask; (for indeed I was not able till it was gi- 
ven me) and I asked and ſaid, O Lord God, 
why have I fleſh upon me, and ſee in this glori- 
9s manner? (for Infiniteneſ; itſelf looked up- 
on me, and I looked upon it;) Can any Man 
ſee thee (ſaid I) and live? It was anſwer'd me 
again, Thou art not alive; T have flain thee : 
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Man thou art dead, and never ſhall live more 
as Man; but the Son f God can ſee me: Thau 
Halt live as the Son of God, and ſo thou ſhalt ſee 
at Butl faid, O Lord, why am I not * 

As 72 
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3 
my of our Peace, and he ran away; L/elt him 


N Man indeed can ſee me, and live; but as a 
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. (rw by this Infinite Glorythat now ſo op. af | 


Ids me?Wh avel fleſb.upen.me in the 4p. | { : 
arance of it's It was anfwered, . Thou ba} Þ d 
Bretbren 1 the fleſh, 2 haſt chou Ha n. 
1 on thee; becauſ; ethou anuft carry i them Te- % 
| ee at 1055 baſt ſeen of me; mw lai . 
1 ye no Glory in the. fleſh, but Sufergugs and 5 
1 Per ee 757 Glory lieswithin, all fl #0, FS 
| and accordingly I accepted of it; becauſe it wa; lis 
I! | the Father's Will, and Ver no ather Cauſe, MN 
14 was alſo manifeſted to me, that while they a 
7 here perſecuting me, I ſhould be inwardly mn 
| | filled with the glory of God, and triumph flo 
lil ver all their Ck, tho' Imight for this Te. 
e ftimony ſuffer as Teſus Chrijt did upon the BY, 
WY — = Croſs. Iſhould be willing, in the Will of Gu, in 
19 to ſee your Face; however this I' m ſure, that 4 rig 
| | 4 when the Lord brings forth his Righteouſ 7 j 
[1 neſs upon you, you cannot be filent to your lp, 
| own Bowels, that indeed I am; for lam no 
f as to my own particular any longer, but am e 
i fallen into the Church, and there I ſee * 1 ud 
4 ſelf to have a moſt glorious Reſurrection; In! 
"| was once afraid to loſe my Life, but Inc f 
I! had ſo much Glory as] now find in the Bod). Hur 
1 Oh! how true is that Word, Every one tat gn 
1 101%, ſave his Life ſhall loſe it; but be that l. Mee. 
1 feth his Liſe for my Name-ſake ſhall find iti: i; 
li; The Lord of Heaven and Earth give Menne 
4 ſce their Glory i in gn , and then they wil 0 
i! ml = 


their ſeveral Experiences, 25 


never ſtand ſo much as they do on Diſtincti- 
ons; did they ſee their Reſurrettion \ in the Bo- 
dy, and knew what this Body is, they could 
not ſoaccount of any particular Af rances, 
but they ſhould ſec themſelves al ways alive; 
and becauſe he lives, therefore they ſhould 
live alſo: For if they would ceaſe to live in 
their own Life, they ſhould be perfected, and 
live in the Life of fry But the Truth is, the 
Word (Body) ſtumbles them, becauſe they 
are not yet wholly brought off from locking 
on things as they appear; from hence hath 
Y fow'd allour imaginary Worſhip: But when 
I chrif is again formed in us, then he, and we 
95 Wb him, ſhall not jud eaccording tothe hear- 
ing of the Ear, nor the fight of the Eye; but 
4 | righteous judgment: Therefore the filth of the 
ZDauzbter of Sion (or all thoſe Evils and Mi- 
-F akes which now poſſeſs us) is ſaid te be pur- 
ed away by a ſpirit of Fudgment, as well as 
a ſpirit of Burning: For it muſt be firſt 
udg d before it can be burnt, and truly, I ſee 
In ſome meaſure what that Scfipture ſpeaks 
f, A/ter Death comes Judgment: For I am 
ire ſince I had this N and ſince my 
0 $011 was er from my Body, I have 
| en judged for Things dove in che Body; 
#8 :t is, while I lived in the Body: For I 
0 new 2 Time when I lived in this Body , and 
yi ow knov- what it is to live out of the Bod 7 
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26 Some Cbriſtiam Helens, deoharing 
and yet appear in the Body; for that is tl 
great Miſtake, The Body that appears to b: i: 
not the Body,” The Seripture iays, It is fete 
a natural, but raiſed a ſpiritual Bogy ; ar: 
Men, not knowing what to make of this ij 
ritual Body, conceive it to be ſo many d. 
ſtinct perſonal Appearances as have q 
ſince the World firſt began; u, the Lr 4: 
hrs Time will ſhew: them what this, ſpiritual I ; 
Body is, and then they will the better judgr of Mr ; 
t ; but I am-ſure we without them, or they ˖ 
without us are not perfect; for tho' I hae He 
ſeen all thoſe Things accompliſhed upon me t 
in this particular Body, yet I ſee that it is but | 
as in a Figure, which has reference to the | 
whole; therefore am I weak with them that 
are weak, and ſtrong with thoſe that arc 
ſtrong ; and my Glory lies ſtill in the Body, | 
Never do I look for Perfection more in ons | 
particular Appearance, but to he perfect in 
the whole. I am no more my own, but ev!) fi 
one's; and every one is mine. 4+ | 
Dear Soul, The Lord of all our-Mercics 
ſupply, and keep you ſafe under all thoſc | Y 
Storms, whichare now breaking in upon us, 
I humbly, and heartily thank you for your 
ſweet Counſel in looking for Tryal zit's that | 
which my heavenlyFather has watned me 

to look for, I leave'you to his Bowels and 
Boſom, in whom Ireſt; 7 am pour endeared 
Friend to ſerue God in jou. LE IT- 
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J Heart ſalutes thee, and every Pud- 
3 ding forth of God in the divine 
teryr Ohl my Spirit ſits enthron'd, and glo- 
ries in the Top of every Being, and tho' a!! 
the Buildings in the World ſhake, I ſhall not 
& come down to ſave any of the Furniture of 
= this dark Fabric. All Images are with me 
(my Deareſt) tho' ſet in a Frame of Wes k- 
nels, &c. the Eye of Eternity has enclos'd 
them all; and tho' his Twinkling fold ther 
up in Night, and tho' the Back-parts of G:4 © 


_ © 2 8 


| 
| 
obſcures this Earth, and is a Vail between it | 5 
and the High- noon of the God-head; yet this \ It 
is but a Shadow wherein Divinity hides it- 1 
ſelf, which ſhall fly away, and diſappear, 1 
with the outward Dreſs of this Crœation - [| {i 
Wen all deformed Shapes, Yizards and 1 
BHictures ſhall ſuffer Loſs; then the preſent | [| 
| Blackneſs (which is the Habitation of Dee 14 
and Driise) ſhall be chaſed into outward ne 


Darkneſbut the Comelineſs (Which all his 
While has lain diſguiſed under that begge: i; 1 
Appearance and loathſome Outwardneſs) Fi 


d hatt-fpring forth in a glorious Ray of tha |}? 
's —_— TT Id: 2 9 bright a Fr 
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28 2 Chriſtian Letters, d: cher? ing 


bright Morning - Star which, 1 viſit us 
from on High b. br ringing glad I dings upon 
its Angel- Wing of Life, and Im mortalil“: 
That the ſweet Emmanuel was born in the 
Viltage of our Natures. „ es 
I am commanded to ſpeak thus much un- 

to thee (my Dear Breathing) tho*my Spirit 
rejoices to find thee renn reeling with a 
Vine; bathing in that brimful Unc&ton FF. 
which yet cannot run over its boundleſs Cir- Þ 
cle, and ſhall overflow all the World beſides, 
They ſhall all know Ged, and all be «lgath:i 
with the divine Perſon of Chriſt : The later 
of Life ſhall ſpring up in you all, and every 
Creature be bea d of its Diſeaſe, when Rigt- 
teoufneſs ſhall ſpring forth of the Earth, an! 
the Heavens ſhall Ft, the Voice of the Ear 1 
and drop dowon Fatneſi upon it. The Tree '* 
_ Life ſhall have its Roe? within us, ſproutin; M" 
forth thorow its quiet Sap into its glorious Þ -. 
Figare and Life; a Branch, a Leaf thereof n. 
ucing every Parcel of Corruption, and BY +. 

- cloathing that upon with Spirit a and In- 
. tality, which before was muffted up pip Sin Me: 
and Wrath, in Pain and Darin. 
My Deoreſi lam taken off in; Haſte, ud 
Ke 851 Leiſute to bleſs thee. for thy! laſt, 
7 adminiſter-d ſo much Glory do my 
Spirit; Live {till happily, my Deat Self, in 
e Tye Navel of 82 nity, and let ine ſr | 
"+ ee 


hy» "as, . 
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0 Its n Nie „a . 9 4411 
cher every, Moment in the divine Principle 


of Glory, whither the Lord Feſusis riſen be- 


* 


0 fore, and has call d up himſelf out of he 


4 Fleſh of EE SF F. M. 
= . Salvation-Bulwarks intbe 
eternal Sabbathwithout  - 
2 ... thenumber of a Man. 
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i T preſent Diſpoſings of God to- 
” &4.. wards me are very ſweet and precious, 
my Soul being ſubdu'd daily to the Lord's 


Will in all Things: I ſee daily, that the Fa- 
er's Deſign is to ſweeten all Conditions to 


me by the Beams of his own Preſenſſe. 
= © Truly in the Lord there's nothing comes 
⸗miſs to me, but I am able to welcome every 

Diſpoſe of Providence; Death; Sorrow, and 
Miſem inthe Lord, are ſo familiar to me, that 
$1 know not how to be without them; my 


o 


4 


oul longs after Affliction, becauſe now the 


tin of Miſery is gone, and it is my Delight 
22 play with it; I think I ſhould ſtarve with 
Hunger, but that my own Wants daily ſupply: 
me; Sweet Soul, God is teaching me to ſee 
ightin Darkneſs, Good in Evil, o eat on the 
Eater, and receive Sweetne/ from the Huang; 
15 E 3 1 
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36 © Some Chriftian Letters, declaring 
to behold  mppy Harmony:in all OS oe 


rieties. © bn am 101 word) 2 'T 
I ball ſhortly be with you, no Tan ch 
my ne 3 N reſt in 94 7 q (1 
'. The Lord, that enen * Fiu, b⸗ 
—— * 1 
kt. | | = O! 
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Seer, a Pu e Spirit, 5 * 2 


3 divine Progreſs Icontinually meet thee || 
with an Heart drawn out; Ialways /u- | 
late thee; L can be no where, do . but 
thou att ſtill with me; In thy Life Iliue; ©, 
thy Light I fec.; by thy Power I Hand: Tam 
nothing but in thee; and thou the fame with- 
out miert Fulneſs is thy Treaſure, and thy 
PFPreaſure is my Fulneſs; all that I have, I rc- : 
ceiveStorwthee; and yet what thou giveſt me be 
but my own;andſowas fromEtcr- th 
my: IT wWas wir thee from the Beginning, 01 
ant rning was in my Eternity; I was | 
with thee When thou didſt inhabit Darkucis, 
thy Datkneſs was my ſecret Place, my ſc- 
dete Place was thy Darkneſs; when the Curs, 
aid Enmiry of the old Creation lay upon 
me — eld me; this Power was 
mine own; for it was no R for me 


f 0e equal With 1. e vailed thy 


hor), 
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uber ſeveral: Experience. 31 

ory yet it was my Glory and thy "ug 
FE 7 — e for me, and I in thee have born 
che Sin and Curſe of the old World; born it 
(1 fay) into a Land of F orgetfulneſs, which 
have. forgotten, and forgiven all Tranſgreſ- 
fion ; and thus in a reconciled and ſweet uni- 
on, thou remaineſt my Fulneſs, and I reſt 
thy Happineſs: Tho' in the Fleſh, I ſubſcribe 

myſelf diſtant by the Name of | 


From the Head-Qyarters of Di- 
vine Majeſty, this laff Lord a 
WE in * Year JAR: 
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Dag Wen 


8 OM E Glimmerings preſented' to the 
| Children of-Love, clothed with Darkneſs, 
bewilder'd in — Spirits, paſſing thurow 
he fiery Trial, or crucifyings of the Fleſh, 
or Things of the firſt Creation, unto the Ca- 
aan of Reſt, or to a higher, fuller, and more 
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excellent Glory. Ni | 
Firſt conſidering the fieetel Diſenſotions 11 

of tho eternal God; how he has ſeveral ways, 1 1 

and in divers manners, made out himfelt to 


2 Creature, ad Gen. ch. 1, & 2. the Lat, or 

" Rrgbternſneſs of the firſt Creation, in which 
on * Communion with Man, and Mann 

8 with 11 


1 


— , 
Nee 


ward Court, or thro the Fleſh, or of chis Cres- F 
tion, tho he fill d theſe with another Glory, 


2 | | Oat yrs), 3, 
32 Some Chriftion Letters dec aring. 
24 renne 
with God; yet rather 1900 eater, than 


A k 


with a Father ; and that in the; outward 
Court, or firſt Creation, not in the inmoſt, cr 


holieſt ; Paradice itſelf being but an Image 


of the 193 of this firſt Creation. 

Man being fallen, or depriv'd of the Per- 
fection, which was accompliſh'd thro” the 
Temptation of the Serpent, or feſhlyW1/don:, 
or the Eſpouſalsof the Woman, or Weakne': 
of this Creation, there was the firſt Law of 
Righteouſneſs, preſented in a new Miniſtra- 
tion of Letter by Mofesin Tables of Stone from: 
God; in which the firſt Glory or Perfection, 

and Excellency, was miniſter'd to Man in his 
fallen and apoſtate Condition, and becauſc 
the Lao ot firſt Righteouſneſs, was weak thro 
the Fle/h, after the departing of the Powe: 
ſupporting, of Unanſwerableneſs of the apo- 
ſtatiſed State, to the firſt Uprightneſs ther: 
was given (ot God appear ing to the refreſhing 
and comforting of the Creature) an Admini 


ſtration of Angels, by Vifens and Dreams, ::. 
allo a Prieſthood with Urim and Tbummim, 


Sacrifices, Ceremonies, Tabernacle, Temple, and 


ſpeak with him, but in the out- 


4 ” 
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a higher and more excellent Diſcovery of hi: 
1 | Loyc 
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Prophets, ſpeaking forth immediate Repela- 
tions, Ne by which Man might have Accel: - 


; : | 6 . ar * Ns 6 


e 


therr ſeveral Experiences. 9 


Lore. in the promiled Seed ; the Subſtance 
and Excellency of that, of which all the for- 


mer {ere but Shadows. | 
There was another Miniſtration added of 
ar and Peace, and Trials, Crucifyings, or 
Baptiſms in the Fle/b ; as fly ing before Pha- 
ravb,and following a cloud of Fire and Black- 
neſs, thorow or betwixt the walls of bellow- 
ing Waves in Terror and Fear; the long 
Marching thorow a //i/derneſ5, by the waters 
of Meriba, and Rock of Strife, skirmiſhing 
with Amalckites, by the Terror of Mount Si- 
nal, cutting their way thorow Ogg, King of 


* Baſhan, and paſſing thorow the Dividings of 
* Tordan into Canaan; another Miniſtration 


on 


* 89 — 9144 . tr „ 6 - — Wh ws 
was given of Carganttes in the Land, War 


with the Nations, Captivity, Deſtruction of. 

the Temple, God's departing, the Apoſtacy 
2 over-fpread, or God gathering up that Glory 
which appear d in the Tabernacle and Temple, 
and that of Prieſt and Prophet ceaſing, there 
| thenfollow/da Ni ht of Barkneſs, or an Apo- 
ſtacy on all that 40 
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n ome Gb an Letters, declaring 
Another Miniſtration ſomewhat. clearcr, 73. 
and brighter than that of the Law, Was that . 
of Jol n, as in M. athew ; A greater. had net fy 1 
fen, he was a burning and uni Light ; as 
Luke 1. The Law and Prophets avere till John, 
be was the 9 pra of the Higheſt ,in reſpect of | pol 
what went before, and was ſent to male Chri}} N. 
manifeſt to Saints by Word and Water; thi: | po 
Miniſtration was in order to one more ſpiri- 
tual; One Miniſtration was to decreaſe, the to 
other to increaſe; and that of Fire or of Spirit, Hag. 
was to burn up that of Water or of Fleſh, or pat 
that which conſiſted of things of this Creatieu. / 
Another, and more glorious Miniſtration Ge 
was that Appearance of Chriſt, or the Goſpel Þ, 
in Fleſh, or glad Tydings manifeſted to Sin- 
ners, or the apoſtatis'd Creation, Heb. 1. or 
8 the meaneſt, and moſt fa- 
iliar Relation of this Creation to Man, even 
i Fe, in which he taught, and did Mira- Þ 
dles; and was eircumcis d, baptis d, and acted 
to fulfil all Righteouſneſs; in which there 
waza clear Draught of that Miniſtration of 
Gifts and Ordinances, which was as perfect 
as the firſt Creation in its Glory; and it is 
higher and nearer to God, coming forth in 
the Relation of an Emmanuel, or Gad with 1s; 
Another Miniſtration alſo of Chriſt is in 
the Fleſn of Saints, Col. 1. 27. Chrift in you the. i 
Ape of Gli, and that by Graces, and Qpe* 
7 825 rations, 
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| rhein ſeveral Experientes. 3 5 
; nend and Fruits of the Spirit; as of Faith, 
N Repentance, Love; Self=denial, Humiliation, 
Moehneſs, alſo infallible Gifts of the Spirit 
. to ſpeak with Tongu?s, workMiracles,and 
T7 TIT in the Lis bt 9 of the glorious. 60, 
el of God ining forth; in 4 Face of Chriſt : 
| Now the Spirit of God foreſeeing God's pur- 
I pole, to leave this Miniſtration of Goſpel- glo- 
ry to the World (or Flefh, or Antichriſt) and 
io bring a night of Darkneſs upon all the Day 
and Brightneſs of his Sun, propheſy'd of a de- 
parting firſt before the Man of Sin, fleſhly 
$//i/dom, or Antichriſt could be revealed; or 
God's departing from that Adininiſtration, 
as he did from the Tabernacle and Temple, 
f Land whilft Antichriſt, or the Power of the 
Eleſb, or the Spirit of Tniquity reigns in the 
chriſtian World, or among ſuch as profeſs a 
: Cbriſi; all this While the Tard of Glory,.or 


Btate and Perſecution of the Lord 127. in 
bpirit; and all thoſe Appearances of the. Lord 
Teſus in many glerious Saints in particular 


r* n and true Witneſs; or the Pro- 


2 
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Jeſus Chriſt in Spirit is crucify'd in ſpiritual 
Sodom, Egypt, or Babylon, or the Kingdoms 
Jof che Fleſh, and the Powers of Darkneſs : 0. 
What there is no mention of any Reſtoration. 
of the firſt Miniſtry of Gifts and Ordinances 
. Pchich was in the Apoſtles Days, but is the 


\ges, wh but the Appearance of him, who 
pheſyings 
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5 Capfumption thereof, 


36 Some Chriſtian Letters, declaring 


heſyings of Spirit in Sackcloth againſt the 
owet of the Man of Sin, and were but Drop: 
of the Vials, ſounding of the Trumpet, open- 
ing the Seals before the Battle of the great 
Day, when God ſhall appear in Flames of 
Spirit and Glory againſt, and to confound 


Antichriſt, or fleſhly Powers, or Thing of | 
this Creation. So that there is not (as I know | 


at preſent) any Word in all the Scriptu:c;, 
that the firſt Miniſtry by Gifts and Ordiran- 
ces, ſhall in any meaſure be continued, or re- 
ſtored in whole or part. As if that was the 
great Work the Lord intended, vi. to ſet up 
the former Miniſtry, or the reſtoring ſome 
legal Ordinances, &c. as if all the Glory of 
the laſt Times ſhould be bringing in theſe, 
or recovering them out of the Handsof A li- 
chriſt; that is not my preſent Apprehenſion: 
But that the next Miniſtration will be the fi- 
ry Trial, or a State and Power of God put 


forth upon the ſeveral Adminiſtrations that? 
Chriſtians are under, in order to higher Diſ- Þ* _ 
coveries of God, which will produce Tor- 


ment in the Fleſh (with Blackneſs, Dark- 


neſs, and Tempeſt) or upon fleſhly Wiſdom ÞM, 


and Powers, or Things of this Creation; viz. 
in ſome; in paſſing from legal Miniftrations 
to a more evangelical of Grace and Love, 
there will be Torment and Tempeſt on that 
Adminiſtration, or Self-righteouſneſs in the 


In 


het ſebe Experiences. © 37 
Imthat more Goſpel. ſtatè of a Chriſtian, 
Whercby he enjoys Gd tn Graces,” Gifts and 
Contemplations, with ſweet Taſtes and Em- 
braces of divine Glory, there will be a fiery 
Trial, or the Clouds of Fire and Darkneſs, 
or crucifyings in the Fleſh upon that Mini- 
tration of Gifts and Graces inſomuch that 
there will be a ſcorching up of the Streams, 
or of Euphrates, and the pleafant Vallies 
turned into a parched Wilderneſs, and all in 
order to an higher, fuller, and more excel- 
lent Glory: This is propheſy'd in Scripture, 
{he Sun ſhall be turned into Darkneſs, and the 
Moon into Blood, before that great and notable 
Day of: the Lord come; that is, not only the 
Lord Jeſus will be Darkneſs to the World 
(which I deny not) but all that was the Glo- 
ry, and Light of a Chriſtian, and High- way, 
| of Communion with God, his Sun, Moon, 

and Stars ſhall be darkned, Gc. before that 
10:able Day, or that more excellent Revela- 


u ball paſs. away with a great Noiſe, and 
+ Element ſhall melt with fervent Heat, and 


u uþ 2 which is not only at the laſt Judg- 
ent, but on a particular Adminiſtration fi- 
guted out in the Heavens, Earth, and Ele- 
nents; and thoſe more or leſs glorious Ad- 
niniſtrations and the Fire (ball try every 


. n 
by ; *. — 0 Po « 77 * 
5 „„ & 


ion of God in Glory; 1 Pex. 3. 10. The Hea- 


Þ 2th wath the Works that are therein Dall bs 
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Man's Work, of what fort it is; 1 Cor. 3. 11, 
15. And as Chriſt crucify'd all that glorious | 


Adminiſtration in the Fleſh, in which he was, 
and it all dy'dtoa more glorious Life; ſo eve- 
ry Chriſtian is to take uphis Croſs, or tobring 


his higheſt, and chiefeſt Adminiſtrations to 


this Croſs, and to leave them all crucify'd to 
higher, and more excellent Diſcoveries; and 
this is the Knowledge of Chriſt crucify'd : 
Many Chriſtians who are ſadded, darkned, 


and in much Tribulation, as to the Admini- 


ſtration they are under; and in looking into 
the Wilderneſs ſee nothing but Mount Sing. 
with Blackneſs, Darkneſs, and Tempeſt 
they take it for Deſertions, and Withdrav.- 
ings of God, when as indeed it is the Preſence 
of God darkning, withering, and conſuming 
ſuch Adminiſtrations, and the bringing in a 
fuller, and more tranſcendent Glory, 

The next Miniſtration will be the Appear- 
ing of Chriſt in Brightneſs and Glory of Spi- 
rit, deſtroying Antichriſt with the Spirit oi 
his Mouth, and Brightneſs of his Coming ; 
this ſhall be a Glory without Sun, Moon, or 
Star, or any ſuch low Appearance as Gift or 
Ordinance ; but there the Lord ſhall be ever- 
laſting Light; and Glory, and Light ſhall co- 


ver the Earth as Waters cover the Sea; that 


js, it ſhall not ſparkle, or be in bright Beams, 
as in a Gift or Ordinance , but it ſhall flow 
| | out 
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out from the Lord, ſwallowing up, and over- 
flowing all earthly Adminiſtrations: That 
Expectation of him in external Adminiſtra- 
tions as Gifts or Ordinances, &c. is but to ex- 
= pet Chris in a fleſhly Way, or Appearance, 
and not as he is in his own Height, Spirit and 
Glory in himſelf, in his Saints; thezr Fulneſs, 
aud Hope of Glory, Col. 1, 27, And therefore 
tis is what is to be expected, a State of Spi- 
= rt, Love, Meeknefs, Self-dental, overcoming 
= evil with good, conquering by receiving in the 


= wrath and enmity of the World, into which 
= State God will gather up his People, by Times 
= and Degrees, from all worldly and fleſhly Inte- 
is and Ingagements, wherein they ſhall be 
carried up into a more full Enjoyment of God, 
= and Conformity to Chriſt in all 2 Suferings, 
* Death, and Reſurrettion, where God will be to 
Vis, ſo gloriſy' d, as broad rivers, where ſhall go 
uo Ship with Sails, nor Galley with Oars. 
It ſhall then be as much Apoſtacy in the 
Saints, to go back to the firſt Miniſtry of the 
2 Goſpel-times, or firſt Pattern which was the 
# tir{tdifcovery of that Myſtery, hid from ages, 
as would have been in them in the Apoſtles 
Days, to have gone back to the IJcwiſh Ta- 
bernacle, Temple, and Prieſthood, Cc. out 
of which God had departed, as he alſo has, 
out of theſe late Adminiſtrations. 


Furnell, 
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| © © Loving Coufin, 5 
IX NEarly;and much beloved, there is 10:11: 
1 Contens in Nature, that you abide 'n 
the Fleſh with me, and are yet an Appci:- 


ance of God on the Earth; for I confe(s | | 
have none ſo near to my Heart as you, 0! : 
; feſhly Being in the World; therefore have 
| I been affected with the Kindneſs of the Loud 
in ſparing you, that I might not have Sorrow 


upon Sorrow, my Siſter being remov'd ; et 


| have I more ſweet Joy and Content in under: 
| ſtanding that you are inthe Fellowſhipof he 


Spirit, gowing forward thorow all the du 
| Shadows of ſeeming Glory, into the S. 
| ſtance which is real Glory; for in that MM » 
N 


ſay, you ſce God is all, and daes all. Iqueſ on 
not, but you underſtand that all Things - M © 
low him are but Shadows of him z yea, Chrij 4 ar 
himſelf in his Zeſhly Appearance was but 4 þ 


; 
| Form of Gud, which appear'd to anſwer cur Þ to» 
N Diſtance from God; for we being deparied pu 
from him by experiencing ihe Zree of Knc- Wt 
EE Culend Exil; of which Food, Lhoje, Þ 
wee have now our fill, God condeſcending to 
{ «Fedecmus from hisby the way of Chriſt, vho 
| ; W 


was 
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was appointed of Ged to bring us to God, not 
to himſelf as he was Crit, being but an Ap- 
pearance of God, not the Father himſelf: 
Therefore if we ſhould fit down with Chriſt 
(being come to him) and proceed no further, 
we are not brought by him to the Father; for 

tis the Will of God, that Ma be Coheirs and 
Joint- heirs together with him, till we know 

that the Father and the Son are in one, and we 

one with the Father as the Son. For! believe 

that God, even the Son of God, dwells in us, 
even the ſame thatdwelt in Chriſt Teſus; and 

lam waiting when that heavenly Image hall 

as plainly appear, as the Image of the earthly 

has appear'd; for we ſhall ſee his Face, and 

his Name ſhall be on our Foreheads. 

Dear Coufin, Since I receiv'd your Letter, 
| have ſeen you in a Viſion, and it was ſo re- 
preſented to me, that I underſtand, that you 
have, or ſhall bring forth the Man- child, even 
brit, to open view; for which you muſt die, 
and be buried: I mean, you ſhall appear to 
= tome as onedead to Truthand Ged, and alive 
bo Error; andſoſhall you be as one dead, and 
put into a grave of Darkneſs and Silence; yet 
bear not, for I have prov'd that the Day of 
Death is better than the Day of Birth; and 
to Wy that by Death Chriſt brought to light Life and 
mmortality: Remember alſoChrift was put to 
deathintbe fleſh, and was alive to God, his fleſh 
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42 Some Chriſtian Letters, declaring 
Was as pure and honourable as even ours Was , 


yet by the eternal Spirit avithin, it was offered 
piritual Sacrifice to God, whilſt the dark Ag. 


prebenſions of Men conclude that he ſuffered ©: 
a Blaſphemer; therefore arm yourſelf with 7/ 


ſame mind always expeFingave jhall ſurely ri 


with him, as we ſuffer together with him; jc: 
indeed we are but one in Life and Death. An. 
he is the Reſurrection and the Life, even Chr, /! 
in us, who 15 riſing in me, and either is riſen, . 
will riſe in you. And when he does appear, ae 
ſhall appear with him, I pray you, dear Coujir:, 
as often as conveniently you can, let me hea: 
from you, I would not burden you. 


— 


Er 


Dear Siſter, 
W ITA the reſt of my Fellow-heirs in ti. 


Love I ſalute you; Ithank you for appointiny 


a Friend to relate to me your State in the 
things of God, of whom J. received Infor- 
mation to much Content, having for a long 
time before had a great Delire to underſtand 
your Condition, and am now fully ſatisfy d 
init: As for the Dealings of the Lord with 
me, I am free to give you ſome Account; - 
. = IMS am, 
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Son-ſhip, in this Unity of Truth an: 
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bed,  Y. ee 
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am, in the judgmentof thoſe to whom the 
Day of Judgment is not yet come, accounted 
and termed an Heretict, but in the Light and 
Truth of God, a Cobeir with C. riſt, being an- 
gointed with the ſame oil of G ladneſs, which 
is indeed Joy to the Spirit and as Marrow to 
the Bones; and a perpetual Light of Truth 
in Certainty and Power, and in ſuch Fulneſs 
already, that he bears witneſs to himſelf in o- 
chers that it is he; and Fulne/s of Wi/dom and 
Might to anſwer all the occaſions that he is 
pleas d to preſent himſelt to me, and magni- 
© :y himſelf in me; as for the Scripture it 13 
4 much unſeal'd, and I have fiber Fellowſhip 
bat one Spirit, that throughout all Ages 
8 declared the Fother and the Sor ; as for the 
* Miniſtry of Angels I know it, having for a 
long time been under it, but of late have had 
knowing Underſtanding of it, and Fellow- 
up with Underſtanding among them; tru- 
my dear Companions, our God who ſaves 
us is perfect, and ſo is his Salvation; which 
þ when we ſhall be by him circumciſed. in 
Heart, which is the taking away the feſbly 
uk a1l, and the Fare of the Covert thg that is 
8 uz bal Ia all Nations, Ia, 25. then ſhall we 2 Ut 
Lee, and with joy poſleſ⸗ together: It is the 1 
me ſtrong One that prepares us, and judges. - | 

Q Darkneſs ; 1 ſpeak not this as, if Darkneſs , 


Was Kr nds to this m he God, for i in his 
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44 Some Cbriſtian Letters, declaring 

Light it is, that he is at Unity with all the 
works of Wonder which he brings forth; 
Darkneſs is not jo to him, for the Darkneſs ': 
him is as clear as the Noon-day ; that is, he 
ſees as fully, and pofleſles as contentedly his 
Will in the Darkneſs as in the Light, and 
when we are taken intothateternal Light, ue 
ſhall fee our God is as rich and wonderful in 


the Deeps of Darkneſs as in thecleareſt Light, 


for in the unity of the Spirit tis eaſily diſcern d 
that God is one inall, tho' different in coming 
forth; for as in a Garden, the ſeveral Colour: 
of Flowers make the moſt glorious Appear- 
ance, even ſo Light and Darkneſs are the tv. © 
general Treaſures of the Almighty, in botl, 
which he is infinite and wonderful; and ash 
is pleas'd to take us into either of theſe, ſo i 
is to make himſelf known in his unſearcha- 
ble Greatneſs; as in 1/azah he ſays, He u 
give unto us the hidden Treaſures of Darkne/*, 
and Malachi ſays, that the Sun of Rightecu,- 
neſs ſhall ariſe upon us. Both which Scripture: 
import to me, that God himſelf in his A5. 
pearance to us is both the Treaſuresof Dark 
neſs, and the Sun of Righteouſneſs; it is al! 
one to me, whether he take me with him in- 
to the Heights above, or into the Depths be- 
neath, for we are ever together; and I poſſeſ 


the fulfilling of that Scripture, which ſays, 


Where Tam, there ſhall my Servant be; ſo that 
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| their ſeveral Experiences. 45 
when God my Excellency will appear in the 
external Creation, which is a thick Vail, and 
the inviſible One much hid in it, yet I have 
ſweet Diſcerning of him, and Fellowſhip 
with him there; and when he takes me into 
the Deeps of Darkneſs, God my Glory is with 
me, and we either ſee as one, or lie down in 
one; anc when he will aſcend into the high- 
eſt Heavens, he carries meupalong with him. 


What is all this? but the Manifeſtation that 


his Dwelling-place is large and deep, and 
that he himſelf is the one Infiniteneſs, The 
Pulneſs thut filleth all in all pings. 


Ferre 


SIR. 


Received yours, which brings ine the State 

of Affairs then in Agitation. between the 
Parliament and Army; you ſend me what 
they beſt approve of, and what they dare not 
own: No wonder if ſome good Men are on 
this Dilemma; many, Iknow,arealmoſtbro- 


en between thoſe Principles (they call) of 
Reaſon; and thoſe of God; the firſt (acknow- 
ledging Man to be compounded of two Na- 
tures, Earth and Heaven, Light and Dark- 
neſs; )break the Actions into ſeveral Streams, 
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as if of two andnot one Perſon, It is our Mi. / 
ſery, and the ſadneſs of our Spirits, that we ita 
are held in theſe Chains of Earth and Dark. H 
neſs, that we are fetter'd in theſe Priſons of [M' 
Mortality, and are not free in all thingsto act 
like ourſelves, as ſprung from a divine Prin- Il. 
ciple, as born of a nobler Seed, and putting NNIc 
forth the Strength, and Power of the divine 
|; Nature, in Actions purely and ſimply ſpir- an 
tual: But if this Light ſhines not on our Spirits 
in its Meridian: glory, let us wait till the dun 
riſes, let us not walk in the pathsof Darkneſs, Þ 
| according to the principle and ſpirit of h 
| World: There is a glorious Light in the Le: n 

l already, the Mountain-tops begin todiſcover 
| it. When I look on the World, and ſurvey 
the Actions of Men; when I conſider the In- Ne 
tereſts and Principles of the moſt, the fleſſly M*' 
Tollings, and Struglings of the Spirits of the 
World's Reformers; I cannot but ſee much 
W. meh and Darkneſs, generating poor and 
ſpiritleſs Defigns, which rend and tear, and 
never bind up the Breaches of a Kingdom: 
Tis true, the Body politic (as you write) was 
deſperately ſick, and a deſperate Diſeaſe muſt 
have a deſperate Cure; but conſider the Na- 
ture of the Diſeaſe, and then judge of the 
Means to cure it: All the Properties of Hel! 
and Darkneſs, all the Superfluities of Folly 
aud Vanity, all the Miſts of Error agd Super- 
| 9 785 Non 
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tion had form'd themſelves into a Body of 
orruption, and ſo aſſaulted and poſſeſs d the 
ital Parts of Church and State, ſeizing the 
eaft and Spirits of Government and Reli- 
jon, that the Soul of both were fled, and there 
main'd little more than a poor Carcaſs, a 
ainted Image, a ſpiritleſs Form, without any 
Motion, but artificial and violent: But tell me 
hat is the Phyſic to cure this Letbargy? Par- 
$:ment and People, Church and State, Soul 
nd Body were languiſhing with this Sick- 
gels: A Spirit of Reformation begins to work : 
The faint Breathingsof the ſpirit of Life, puts 
b:::c onendeavouring to undertake the Cure; 
pme (according to the Spirit that acted them) 
hix'd Ingredients, earthly and carnal (igno- 
nt Empirics, who knew not the Nature of 
he Diſeaſe or Cure) others ranſack the Bow- 
of Nature and Reaſon, ſtudy the Practices 
Ind Preſcriptions of the old Heroes of the 
World, the heathen Conquerors and Refor- 
ders of Nations; and yet never riſe ſo high, 
tber in Magnanimity or Greatneſs of Spi- 
, to do good in their Generations, and com- 
band themſelves and others: Some ſearch 
eper,and throw into this Compoſition ſome 
ains0f Spirit, and Qyinteſencesof an higher 
tract, purify'd and ſublim'd into a nobler 
ence. But tell me, is this mixture like to 
ſtore Life to a dying, and languiſhing Na- 
(1, + Ft ob, 
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tion, to a dark, and formal Church? Could 
we get the rareſt Drugs the World afford: ? 
Could we ſearch the Earth to its Center, and 
diſcover the occult Qualities of all its Mine- 
rals and Wonders? Can this reach the Soul 
and Spirit of one Man, much leſs a whole 
Kingdom? What tho' ſome grains of Spirit 
are in one Compoſition, is it not loaded with 
thick Clay, overcome by the Predominancy 
of contrary Qualities? The Diſtem per of i 
Nation ſprings from our living in another 
World than our own; in a corrupted Air, a 
contagious Climate; in Vaſſalage and Slave 
to theſe Bodies of Fleſh, tothis lower Element 
of the World, to the Prince of Darkneſs: Nen 
created in the Image of God, have uncloath 
themſelves of that Glory, and now wander 1 
the Shapes of Wolves and Beaſts of Prey, | :- 
ving their Souls and Spirits ſprung from He: 
ven, they transform themſelves into the i- 
militude of the elementary Creatures: Wha: 
are Wars, Confuſions and Diſorders, but the 
actingsof thisbrutiſh Spirit in tear ing and de- 
vouring our Fellot- creatures? Fightings © 
Di viſions ſpring from the jarring, diſcor dan 
Qualities of the Minds of Men, who have |: a 
the Spirit of Sweetneſs, Union and Peace” 
which breaths forth nothing but Love an 
Joy, and keeps the whole Body in an harmo- 
nious is Unity. Is this Unity to be recover 'd bes 


! 15 
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Divifions? Tis true, by ſuch a Diviſion as this 
it is, by ſeparating 'Truth from Error, Light 
from Darkneſs, the purer from the grofler 
Parts: This is by a Spirit of Burning, and by 
a Power above the Strength of Man. Who 
muſt be the Reformers of the World? who 
muſt build the Lord a Temple, a glorious 
Temple both in Church and State? Not thoſe 
who are ſtain'd with Blood, and act by a Spi- 
rit of Wrath and Violence: The Lord tells 
David, 1 Chron, 22. 8. Thou haſt ſhed Blood 
| abundantly, and haſt made great Wars, thou 
ſhalt not build an Houſe to my Name, becauſe 
thou haſt ſhed much Blood upon the Earth in 
my Sight, Is there no Spirit and Life in theſe 
words? Was not David permitted to build 
the material Temple, a dark Shadow and 
Type of the ſpiritual? Was he not ſuffer'd in 
| that Age, under thoſe dark fleſhly Admini- 
itrations, which held forth no greater Light, 
and put no greater Glory on their Spirits to 
{ubdue the World, but by Sword and Bow, 
by Force and Violence; and is it probable 
that theſweet,and gentle Spirit ofthe Goſpel, 
ſhould need the Force and Strength of Men? 
Theſe do well, in whoſe Hearts it is to reform 
the World, but they miſtake the <vay: They act 
in the Strength of the Wrath of God, in the 
Spirit of this World; their poor Earth will 


not conquer Hell and Devils, their Swords 
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Guns will not change the Natures of Men: 
No, Solomon mult build this Temple; the 
Lord Jeſus; it mu ſt be another Spirit, another 
Generation, another Way. Theſe, with Da. 
vid, may fell the Cedars, and hew the Stone: 
of this earthly Building, - Thoſe ordein'd for 
this glerious Work, their S:cords muſt be of a- 
nother Metal; to wound, and heal again; to 
deſtroy the Fleſh, and transform it into Spi- 
rit; their Spirits thall breath forth nothing 
but Love and Sweetneſs;theirLanguageſhail 
be GH ννẽañig, on Earth Peace, Good- 
will towards Men; they call not for Fire fun 
Heaven, they caſt not into Priſons and Dun- 


geons, tnhey plunder not, nor deſtroy; they arc 


of Spirits more {weet, more amiable, forcing 
the World by a divine Power of Love to con- 
feſs they are overcome, and vanquiſh'd : All 
the Kingdoms of the Earth, all the Glory of 
the Creatures, all the Splendor, Magnificence 
and Pompof the World ſhall vaniſh as Smoak, 
and acknowledge cif a poor Shadow, an 
empty nothing. All, ho act in this ſpirit of 
Violence and Fury, are a Rod in the Hand of 
God, the Executioners of Vengeance: The/ 


are the Horns of the Beaſts that ſhall hate the 


Where, and make ler deſolate, and naked ; and 
ſhe Teat ber Fleſh, ond burn hir 4oith fire; in 
the Ct 5 {Lg hath fil / 7 i beſe fd All her don ble; 
rele four cut the Hin of Wrath upon the, t 
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of the Beaſts; they are the Fowls of Heaven to 
eat the Fleſh of Kings, and the Fleſh of Cap- 
tains, and Great-ones of the Earth; they are to 
rend and tear the outward Garments of the 
World Glory; they are an Adminiſtration, 
wherein God cloaths himſeif with Fury and In- 
dignation. By this Spirit of Vengeance and 
Wrath, all the Worlds Tormentors have been 
acted: This has been a work of AHyrians and 
Babylonians, Romans, Turks, and Saracens; 

they have overcomethe Earth with their Ar- 
| mies, they have trampl'd Nations under their 
Feet, and trod their God in the Mire of the 
Streets. How do many in this Age glory in 
theſe Triumphs, ſet up their poor Trophies, 
their triumphant Pillars, as if the Strength 
and Glory were their own ? Had they Chri- 
(ian Spirits they needed not the Swerdsof Men; 
= Ziey are tuen in the Spirit of the Goſpel, tber e- 
ere they cloath themſelves with the Power of | || 
Fleſb,and will enter into Canaan in the wrath | || 
of the Lord, deſtroying and devouring, not 
converting: They glory in fleſbiy Conqueſts aus 
Victories, having not Power in the Spirit to 
conquer in the way of Love, nion and Peace 
with theſe Weapons the Apoſtles bid Defi- 
ance to the whole World, to Hell and Devils, 
they advanced their Standards on the proud 
Walls of Rome itſelf. Thie fleſhly Strength 
will prove Weakneſs in this Work; it will _ 
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dye, and vaniſh into Air, when it has done the 
Wark the Lord has appointed. God males 
one Spirit, and Property of Darkneſs, afffict 
and torment another; the Nations of the 
World will deſtroy themſelves, every One by 
the Sword ef bis 12 The Fleſh of the 
Saints OP 'd in theſe Conteſts and worldly 
Quarrels, hall rend itſelf, and help to rend 
the d World But how are they dne ?. Such 
who have ſome Glimmerings of the brig! 
and. Morning Star; who, by throwing off the 
external Vail of Antichriſtian Darkneſs „A 
1 ly Forms, ſervile Dependency on the dark Spi. 
rits of blind Men; I fay, having thrown oft 
theſe Fettersthey have ſome Liberty, and lia. 
ving remov'd x Miſts they ſee a Light, the 
faint Reflections of a riſing Sun; being let n 
of their Cage of Darkneſs, they fl flutter," 
catch atevery Thing, and appre end lit. le a 
it is in God; but in the Light of their own 
Spirits, mov'd by the Call and Drawing of 
the Spirit of God, and the Concurrence of 
thoſe Beams of Light ſcatter d every where ; 
theſe receive but Glances and Flaſhes, aud 
cover it with much Darkneſs, Confuſion and 
Ignorance ; yet being rais'd above their for- 
mer State they think God ſpeaks in them; 


and their Knowledge is the Knowledge of 


the Spirit. The Good ſeem to give God the 
G Glory, and make NA their Strengih in Batt: ; 


and 
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ind conſidering, how gloriouſly they have 
conquer'd, are ſtrongly perſuaded that the 
mighty Power of God accompany'd them ; 
and where God aſſiſts and gives Victory, it 
muſt be for the Good of Mankind, and the 
World ; and therefore they will improve 
their Victories to attain that high End. Thus 
they make their Progreſs: / God aſſiſts in 
Ads of Blood by Force and Fightings, be does 
the ſame in Acts of Force and Violence on the 


corrupt Governorsof the World; who are run- 


ning back into Egypt, leaning on the Pillars 


* ofthe World, ſetting up their empty, giſded 
Lali, corrupt Forms, and dark Adminiſtra- 
ions, as the utmoſt End of all their Endea- 
yours, as the Price of all the Blood-ſhed in 
the Kingdoms. 


Thus being perſuaded of the Preſence of 


the Lord, and having in their own Spirits 
> (ome Height and Strength to Good; ſome 
= Will and Deſire to do Good to the World, 
hey continue their begun Motion, meaſu- 
ung the whole by themſelves, the Spirits of 
others by their own, and ſo think their whole 
ody of Aſſiſtants ſitly qualify d for the Go- 


vernment of a Kingdom : Never conſidering 


what a Spirit of Dar#neſs, Pride, Vain. glory 


and Ambition dwells and acts among them; 


and how weak meer natural Spirits are, be- 
ing raiſed from the Duſt to fit upon a Throne ; 
af G 3 and 
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and to bear the Temptations of Power, Ho. 
nour, and worldly Glory, Conſider Action, 
purely and ſimply 8 to their Nature, 
and the Diſpenſations of the Goſpel, This 
a violent; unnatural, flethly Way for the re- 
forming of the World, the ſmall Stone mu}! He 
beiten out without Hands, This is the Wind 
rending and tearing the Rocks, before 
ſoft and ſtill Voice was heard, This is the 
Fire and Earthquake to burn, and ſhake th. 
earthly Fabrick, the corrupt World, and its 
Glory. Thus the Parliament have been Ext 
cutioners of Vengeance en the King's Par:\ 
for Judgment a Fire of Wrath is kindled in 
the Bowels of the Kingdom, ſetting the Pro- 
perties of Darkneſs at Enmity among them- 
ſelves: A dark, and jirmal Clergy again a 
more dark and formal; Formality and Hy 
pocriſy againſt Loofneſs and Profaneſs; 
ſtrained Civility againſt Riot and Way 
The Miniſters preach War, Sword and Fire 
from Heaven; diſcovering their own Weak- 
neſs, and Inability to act in the Strength of 
God; therefore they cry up the Cauſe of Re- 
ligion, the Covenant, the Ordinances: Theſe 
(tho' under more Light than the other) het 
they ſtir up the Spirits of Men, to afict, and 
torment King, Prelates, Malignants, and to 
2 away their Honours and Revenues. Bar 
be it from me to blaſt the leaſt e 
E e 6 , 0 
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their ſeveral Experiences, $5 
of God among them; or to ſpread a Cloud on 
thoſe faint Glimmerings, which ſhin'd in 
their Spirit: It was their Darkneſs, their 
Fleſh, that made them thus excentrick ; they 
acted in the Spirit of the World, and of Na- 
ture; their Light was Lightnings from Mount 
Hinai, not the glorious Light of the Spirit. 
In this way they will be like the Billows and 
Waves of the Sea, one toſſing and driving 
forward the other ; till they daſh themſelves 
againſt the Rocks. 

The Parliament, and their Armies have 
broken the Cavaliers; the Presbytery Epiſco- 
pacy ; the Independents have reſtrain'd the 
Power of Presbytery, for their Pride and Co- 
vetouſneſs; giving themof the Cup they gave 
others to drink. If the Independents corrupt, 
there are thoſe ſprung out of their own Bow- 
els, prepared for their Executioners: Theſe, 
if they aſpire too high, will be level d them- 
ſelves, by their great Idol the People; or their 


Principles will raiſe a Spirit dwelling in the 


confuſed Rabble and Multitude, tobreakand 
tear all to pieces; to bring all into an Huddle 


and Confuſion, without Order, Law, or Go- 
vernment. Thus the Fury of the Lord breaks 


torth like a burning Fire, againſt all Corrup- 
tion in the Pawersof the World, againſt Ty- 
ranny and Oppreſſion in all its Forms and 
Shapes; tho its wolviſh Spirit is cloath'd 

with 
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with Innocency and Gentleneſs, the outward 
Form will not change the Nature: Monar- 
chy, Ariſtocracy, Democracy, will be much 
at one, unleſs the Breath of Life from Hca- 
ven 3 their dead, and liveleſs Carcaſ- 
ſes. I fear in our Conteſts, we have too much 


mixed Earth with Heaven; we have gonca 


dark, untrodden, obſcure Path; therefor: 
the Lord may juſtly withdraw that Spirit of 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, which has ac- 
company'd, and acted even more worldly 
States, and Republicks, They ated in the 
Fleſh, we pretend to an higher Principle: 
we ſpeak of Spirit, Power, and divine Light, 
their Motions were natural according to their 
Natures; being of the Earth, earthly; our: 
irregular, excentrick, unnatural, being 
think ourſelves heavenly, live in the Air ©: 
the Goſpel, in the Light of the Spirit; which 
points out a more glorious way: Therefore it 
is but juſt with God, if we ſow the Wind to 
reap the Whirl- wind. But what will be ti: 
End of all? I hen we have prov dour Strengib 
to be Weakneſs ; when one Over-turning ſh!l 
be ſucceded by another, that glorious Power 
ſhall manifeſt it, whoſe Right it is alone *6 
reign ; when we have paſſed thorow a Wilde 


neſs, the Lord will bring us into the Land e 


Reſt, ſo long breathed after and deſir d; % 
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out of Darkneſs, Prace out of War and Troubles 
This will as ſurely. be, as the Spring now ſuc- 
ceeds the Winter, the-Day the Night; who 
the Lord may make moſt glorious in this 
Work, is known to himſelf: It magnifies his 
Power and Goodneſs, if he breaths Life in 
thoſe dead Bones we trample on; if he quic- 
kens thoſe we have teprobated, and rejected 
25 wither'd Branches, and vile Excrements. 
He can made the fir ft laſt, and the laſt fit; he 
can bring down the proud Spirit of a Nebu- 
chadnexæar, and force him toglorify the God 
of Heaven. Let every Man, therefore, keep 
dis Station; let the People of God ſhine like 
themſelves, that it may appear they are ſent 
into the World to do good to it; and to reflect 
the Image and Glory of God, Thoſe who are 
Magiſtrates, let them put forth the Spiri's of 
Chriſtians; let their Actions be convincing 3 
let not the World juſtly brand them for cot 
rupt, unjuſt, Self-advancers, and Raiſers of 
their Families, rather than Reſtorers of the 
Ruins of a Kingdom; if the Floods of Dark- 
_ neſs roar againſt them, if a Deluge of Con- 
fuſion overflows them; if the Flames of Di- 
viſion'break out again, let them be confident 
they are above Danger in another Region ; 
where nu Cloud can reach them, no Confu-. 
ſiondiſturb them; and if their Earth lies here, 
theit Bodies of Duſt, yet they ſhall dwell ſe- 
i curely 
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Fit 38 Some Chriſtian Letters, declaring 0 
| 4 | curely in theſe Birnings, and be at Peace in 1. 
(kh the midſt of theſe Flames. Thus Sir, I have 
tit given you my Thoughts of the Times; my WW: 
1 ; | 

bl carneſt Deſire is, that Things may proc o- My, 
bib therwiſe than I write-in relation to thoſe in WS 
[} Power; the Lord, if it be his Will, make 
„ their Action: glorious, and over- rule that Spi. a. 
(1 rit of Perverſeneſs and Darkneſs, mingling My 


| -itfclf with their Counſels; but if they fail, 
in the Lord will do the Work; let us build on 
this as on a Rock, it is fixed and immoveable, 
Sir, excuſe me, I have been too tedious, m- 
te it to the Subject I write, which afford; 
alter for a Volume; I have this Confidence 
in you, that noching will be unwelcome to 
you, from a Friend, or a Chriſtian, or him 

who really is, IST 
Your Kinknan and Sch 


ever) Relation, H. b. KC 

LETTER XII. 

An Anfiver of a Letter written by a Fried 
es is e | 

0b Friend, 323 

er two Nights ago, I ſaw a Bible, 
and found a Deſire to look into it but Wy, 
preſen iO 8 pirit check d me, ſaying wich- 


in me, V iy ſhouldft thou be peeping into 1. 
| | qi 
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Light of the Lord ſhall lead thee, and then go 
hither it ſhall lead thee; till then, every Mo- 
tion, and Defire cannot but be bitter, and the 
nure it is bearkem dts, the more bitter: Vet my 


attend it? May it not be good to ſee how dark, 
and ignorant I am become? In the midſt of 
ach Reaſonings I open'd the Book, the firſt 
Place I look'd on was very ſtrange to me; 
thence Iturned from place to place, but thick 
- EDarkneſs cover'deveryplace;eyen thoſe that 
formerly ſeem' d clear to me. Atlaſtllighted 
ona place, which ſome what affected me; then 


n : took the Book up intoa Chamber, thinking 


n Wo fuck a little Sweetneſs; or at leaſt to vent a 
ittle of that Load which had lain exceeding 
heavy on me all the Day; ſo I read ſome, fix 
Chapters at leaſt together, tho' with much a- 
lo; they were the laſt Chapters of 1/azah: So 
oon as I had done, I fell into a grievous Paſ- 
ion to behold into what a State I was caſt, 


ſion and Darkneſs cover'd, and hid eve 
Thing from me: Fain would Lhave faſten'd 
n ſome hat to have ſupported my Spirit, 


le, Io hope; and wait for better Days; but it 
but Would not be. Icould not conceive concern- 
*. 3 whom thoſe Things were ſpoken, or 
"at, en N 1838 KA s I . 


what 


* 298 128 1 * : 3 


which thou canſt not underſtand ? Stay till the 


Spirit ſaid again within me, Why ſhould T re- 
uſe this Motion, tho'Grief and Bitterneſs may 


for I underſtood not one Tittle ; but Confu- 


66 Some Chriſtian i Litters, 282 


What that Zion is, 00 Whom they ſeem to be 
ſpoken, Indeed, 1 could not but weep out- 


wardly, and? mourn in wardly, to think on my 
preſent Darkneſs, which is 1 thick, that no 


manner of Light comes in at any Crevice 


The Book of the Creatures, the Book of Pro- 
vidence (as I was wont to call it) this Book of 
the Scriptures, which was once unutterably 


ſweet, bright, and living, ate all become now 


dead, dark, but yet powerful and miſerablc 
Tormentors. 4 

la the midſt of theſe workings of Mind, 
fel (Iknownot how) to think of your Letter, 
and your Deſire to hear from me, , wondring 
at both; both, why you ſhould ſo write to me, 
and why you ſhould defire to hear from me; 
as if either I could apprehend what you wrote, 
or tell how toſpeak, or write any thing to you 
inthisſtateofDarkneſs;many particular Paſ- 


ages of your Letter came to my Mind, more 


inereaſing my Amaſement. The frſt Clause 
of your Letter kindled in mea great Deſireto 


expoſtulate with you about it: Imuſt break 


off, I can prodecd no further now. 


* i 34.) * 1 7 


LETTER XII. _— 


Ob Friend! 
Am Heart-fick, what ſhall Ido? Tam ſick 
1. Death amd pace becauſe] 
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tbeir ſeveral Euperiences. 61 
cannot dye; I find Deathas far remov d from 
me as Life. 1 t I had been dead, and 
buried long ago, and had nothing to do for 
the future, but to wait for a Reſurrection 
from Death and the Grave; but I feel myſelf 
much alive to Torment, and yet why may I 
not be dead for all that? Spiritual Death, and 
a ſpiritual Grave may have a kind of Life in 
them, for ought I know, Icannot go on with 
the Relation about thy Letter; ſhall I try if I 
can open my Breaſt, and give thee a little 
1 Þ Glance of the Miſery and Oppreſſion it lies 
burden d with. Ifind three Tormentors with- 

o in me, which are continually ravening on me, 

e. reading, and tearing my Head, Heart, and 

2 Bowels. The Names I beſt know them by are 
e, Love, Grief, Fury. They all commonly ruſh = 
uon me at once; tho' ſome one of them Mill an 
af. more predominantly than the reſt, feeding | 
ore on every Object that is preſented to me, and | 
uſe heighening the Diſeaſe and Sickneſs of my \þ 
e to Spirit thereby. 0 | | 
eak Sometimes Love tyrannizes, and makesme 14 
pant immeaſurably after a Glimpſe of that 19 
my Spirit is in love with; but what, or where 

it is, [know not; when Ihear the Birds, or ſee i1 
any other Creature in the Heavens above, or in F 

the Earth beneath; Oh, think I, that I were 

nick behind thee, that I might diſcern thy Sub- 

aſe] lance, and ce whether that be my Love, or 

ca. © „ not 


62 Some Cbriſtian Letters, declaring 
no: When I {ce their Tenderneſs toward; 


their young Ones, the Employment they ate 
buſy d with, the Delight they can ſuck in; Oh 


where am I; what am 1, how far laid beloiy 
the whole Creation? Who find no Employ- 
ment, no Delight, none to look after me, no 
Bowelsto anſwer the ſounding of myBowe!:. 
Somewhat I love, but I know not what, no: 
where to ſeek after, nor by what Name to en- 
quire for it. Shall I go to the Woods among 
the wild Hinds? alas! they are as unable 19 
heed, as I to ſpeak. Shall I ask the common 
ſort of Men? They, poor Creatures, never 
think of any ſuch thing. Shall I ask Chriſti- 
ans? Ah! they are as inſenſible of my Condi- 
tion; as any of the reſt; all the News I can 
hear of them is of Melancholy, and giving wy 
to Temptation, and wiſh me touſethe Means 
-which are as impoſſible to me, as to find out 


my Love without them. O Miſery, Mijer; ! 
to love One knows not what, or where; o 


have Love kindled, and the Beloved quite loſt; 
to have Love flaming, and nothing to feed its 
Names but ſtill to be ſcorching the Boſom 
wheremithbreeds: I find this ſometimes make: 
theſecarthlyBowelsſo yearn, asif they would 
melt, and drop out of the Body, wherein the) 
are ak yet contained. 

When Love has wearied itſelf, 


(cho it was not abſent before) ſupplies its 
*©i: - 45 


Place, 
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then Grieß 
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Place, in panting, fighing, mourning, and 
complaining, if it cen: Oh God! ohmyGod! 
' oh living God l oh my Beloved! (theſe Expre/- A 
font it uſes for Forms-ſake, tho it — * 

Tzbem m; What art thou! where art thou 

VVerily, thou art a God that hideſt thyſelt ; N 

what no Newsofthee? Why doſt thou open 

my Bowels, when thou meaneſt to ſnut uß 
thine on? What is become of thee ? Haſt 
not thou a diſcovering Art, as well as an hi- . 
ding Art? When wilt thou open thyſelf? I 
© can't find thee out, I can't viſit thee ; Wilt 
thou never beſtowa Viſit on me? Shall Ine- # 
ver be remember d? Shall Ine'reknow what , 
God means more? Muſt I always be tor-= |} 
mented among Shadows, long ing and wan- 

* dring after the Subſtance, and never meet 

with it? 1 1 
All this while it is pretty well, in Compa- 

riſon of what it is when Fury enters: Then m 

OB Spirit boils within me, and rages; What it is 

chat makes my Spirit ſo violent and furious, 

lan in no wiſe imagine, nor vent it; I can- 

N not, it ist00 big to come forth; there is no 

28 Object without capacious enough to receive 

d it but within it lies, feeds, and oppreſſes ſo 


_ * e * * dls 1 a 
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7 vehemently, that my Spirit is even forced to 
cry out Day and Night; there is no ſubſiſting 
ef under it. * N 5 EI. e J 2 . ke 
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Thoughts and Workings of my Mind. 


concerning ybur Letter, To what Endſhoud 


he write to me in this manner; un leſs he could 


withal have ſent me Light to read by? I vn. 
derftand not one Line, not one Tittle of all 


this Letter. This Day while my Father and 


were together thes Letter became yours. What 


the Meaning of this? which Way ſhall I go 
abaut to find out the Meaning of it? where he 


me how many Queſtions might I 2: 


before I could receive into my Ima- 
gination the Senſe of theſe Words ? Fir, 


; I muſt ask him, Who, and What is his Fa- 


ther d Ican't ſo much as fancy what he ſhould 
be: A Father is he that begets; his Father :; 


he that begat him. But Who, and What is 
de, that 
Daſh. But what means this, Mhile my Father 
and T were together? What is it to be with the 


begat him? I am at a Loſs at firſt 


Father? to have the Father with one? Herc's 
a puzling 
puzled, 1know not how to frameany Ima- 
gination about uhu it is to be with the Father. 
And whilft Twas with the Father; what is the 
* of this wh; * Is he ſometimes wich 


the 


Phraſe indeed ; my Fancy is qui 


: mg. 


the Fatber, and ſometimes not with the Fa- 


ther? bil, Tknow not what to make of 


this aui: M biin I was withtbe Father, this 
Letter became yours, How mine? I know not 
how it is mine; how became it mine? Did 
his Father, while he was with him, bid him 
y rite this to me? Here may be more in this 
than Lam aware of. Ee 04 
Iremember my Mind much mus'donthis, 
and my Defire wasgreat to have ſatisfy d my 
Spirit cancerning the Senſe of it; but it was, 
and ſtill is, too hard for me. 
Then thought on the next Paſſage, Tha? 
ere is but one to remain ontbe Earth, and that 
is the Lord. But one: What is one? For my 
part, I know neither Unity nor Diſtinction; 
and that is the Lord. The Lord: Oh what is 
| the Lord? Whois the Lord? Iam forc'dto 
peak like Pharaoh, I know not the Lord. I 
can't ſay I know any thing; nay, certainly (if 
any thing be certain to me) I know not any 
ching. But of all things I have no Knowlege 
of the Lord; that is, indeed, hid from me 
with perfect Darkneſs, The Vail is fo thick, 
and my Eye ſo weak (if I have any Eye) that 
have no manner of diſcerning of him. Bu: 
one 16 remain on the Earth, What is this re- 
maining? When all things paſs away ſhall 
the Earth-itſelf abide any otherwiſe than o- 
ther things abide alſo ? how ſhall the Lord 
remain on the Earth? H 3 Then 
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Then Ithenghtenthat Paſſage, Bent fre. 
Ad. What dice is this uihe ice came this 


Did his Father bid him write thus to e 


Who is it troubles me To this let me {ay 
two things I can't reſiſt; alas} what a vai! 
thing is it, fora poor weak Crealume to think 
tu withftandſuch mighty powerful Trouble, 
as comes ruſhing in upon me: I have no 
Strength to reſiſt any thing; there is nothing 


ſo weak as I; the ſtrongeſt Engine is weak in 


my Hand; but Trouble has grown in Strength 


as faſt as I have decay d. How ſhould Ino 


re ſiſt it? how ſhould I now avoid being ti 


bled ? Befides, when at any time I think (© 
keep Trouble off, it preſently over-bears mc; 


- Fnever find any Mitigation of Trouble 0 
far as I have obſerv'd) but when I lye down 
at its Feet, opening my Boſom, and letting 
enter as deep as it will : What means 
Phraſe, whence comes "this FELT Be, Be not 
<a . 


Then that Pailkte es came into my Mind, / 
you 01 but fland ſtill you ſhall ſee'the Sa toa- 


tion of the Lord, breaking forth upon the a 
Barth I did not find my Spirit ſo enquiring 
into the particular Senſe of this Phraſe, 48 


thus. How ſpake he this? Upon a 
general Notion that the Lord will appear © rc 


long, and fo 1 among'others ſhall-ſee him; 
yea, — ret: oeas 


laid 


laid im the Duſt firſt, yet I ſhall ſee him; or 


by particular preſent Light from the Father 


concerning me, whom he ſaid was now with 


him; and that ubile be warweth him this Let- 

 AfterwardsIremember'd another Paſſage, 
Shall T come to you? or, will you come to me? 
What was his Intent in this? was it, that the 
Body ſhould move to him to Weſtminſter? or 
ſend to him to move to the Place where my 
Body then was? Alas! that were a poor Com- 
ing on either hand; or to what End wereany 
ſuch Coming? and for any other Coming ei- 
ther of me to any, or of any to me, I am not 
acquainted with it. 


At laſt l remember d, that hen heappear d 


to me, my Fleſh died and was cruciſy d. Oh 
then I felt my Spirit burn within me toknow 
this appearing of him, and the rather that it 
might kill me, that I might once enter into 
this crucify'd State; oh! this is a ſweet way of 
dying, to dye by the appearing of the Lord; 
this is the very way I have deſi d to dye all 
this while. My Torments have been partly 
welcome thro' hopeof Death from them, and 
Ireaſon'd within myſelf, tho the Lord might 
lay me by his appear ing, yet if hisPlea ſure was 
to kill me by his Abſence, and ſeveral kinds of 
tormenting Fires which he ſhould pick out to 


ſweet, 


— — 2 


— 
* 8 
„ 1 * \ * n _ 
* 


* 
5 - » | Rr 2 
; 
67 | 


my * ä — — „1 — r 2 — 
* ., * — — — 2 1 —_— — 9 


hat purpoſe; yet at length Death would be 


68 Some Cbriſtias Letters, declaring 
ſweet, and an Entrance into my deſired Life. 
But this ſtilꝭ perplex d mg; 4eobld not dyc, 
the Flames were living, ſed me with Life, as 
well as with Torment. Then my Spirit 
would ſigh, Surely tbis will never do it; after 
this rate, maybe tormented for ever; and pet 
— | 45 7 unto A 1 deſir d 75 
ape. But to be kill e appearing of the 
| Word, oh how ſweet — be! — this 
would be a certain way too; methinks, 
Could eaſily be perſuaded to believe, that the 
| Creature cannot live any longer when God 
| 
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To theſe let me add one more, which came 
tomy Mind this morning: Come let us be gone 
|| avby ſtay we here? our Bed is green. Oh how 
fain wouldIbegone! How do Iloath ſtaying 
here? Iam: manacled, Iam ſhackled, I am 
faſtened to that which I loath, as well as with- 
held from that which I love; looſen me, aud 
I will be gone; yet ſtay, Lmuſtbe furniſhed 
with Wings too, or I cannot mount up; my Þ t 
Wings are clipped, I cannot fly with them n 
Oh that I bad the wings of thy: Dove ! then Tr 
would I fly, and be at reſt, Why ſtay There t 
| but; becauſe I am a Captive, bez) under MI. n 
ſety in my Enemy's Land, by Force and n 
Power, and there is none toreſcue; lam uſc: L 
1 moſt barbarouſly, ſtarved ſor want of Food, h 
Wil Niripped not only of my Ornaments, but of y 


my 
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— 
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Buderveiices, 


un Bheifeverdl 
mhrkbpokcimatiruftontofDootets lodge 


again-to/rmy own Country, among my own 
Friends, to "the free Enjoyment of my own 
Inheritance; but Woe it me, ſtill the Tears 
of the. oppreſſed Mound, but there Is no 
Comforter. 

Our Blu i iegreen. Oh ſure, oethinla, Tean 
imagine that to be ſweet. But my Bedis black, 
g mourning Bed, a Bed of great Tri brlation, 
a Bed of Widowhoed, a Brd of Sorrows and 
Death, full of Trouble, Torment,, and Tears in 
the Night ; a Bed not. fit toentertarn my Bed- 
fellow in a Bea I can neuer expect any Reſt in, 
Oba Bed of Reſt, @ Bed of Enjoyment, a Bed 
made frrſb and green by the Preſence of my 
Spoiefe When ſhall my wearied Spirit know 
where ſuch a Bed is, that it may have Re- 
courſe to it for ſome Refreſhments? / 

My Friend, Theſe (except the Taft) were 
the confuſed, and unexpected Workings of 
my Mind on your Letter ; which before Thad 


reftis'd to think, or maddle with; otherwiſe 


than'T do with all things, in an overly flight 


manner; with neither Defire towards them, 


nor Expectation from them. But then my 
Deſire Was ſome what quicket, either to have 


ha#you preſent; or to write thoſe things to 
"ou while they were freſh in n my Thoughts; 


Or 


, 
1 
* * 
W 
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ina Bed Lean ſind; and I looked for One 
to plty, fer One to redeam, and bring me back 


69 | 


70 Some Cbriſtian Letters, decluring 
or to deſire your Coming do vn hither, to (ec 

what Satisfaction you could give to ſach De- 

mands as yourſelf had occaſioned. 

But ſaddenly were all theſe filenced, and 
put out, To what End are theſe ? whittif he 
was here? what if I might ask him all that i: 
at preſent in my Heart? What can he fay to 
me? How can I hear him? Is not this the: old 
Gin to entice thee to look after the Creature 

for ſomewhat, tho" not for that thou mainly 
deſireſt? Thisisa new Device to lead thee ſtill 

to be acting, and moving without the Light 
of the Lord. It will be better and more eaſy 
to be quiet, when wilt thou ceaſe from thei: 
kinds of Motions, and wait entirely for him, 
who alone can fatisfy thy reſtleſs Spirir? Af. 
ter a while I found my Deſire quite fall flat, 
and theſe things to vaniſh out of my Mind; 
never intending more to look back upon 
them. But that Day before- mentioned, in 
the Afternoon, my Tonen increaſing on 
me, and theſe things coming again into m 
Mind, and withal a preſſing in me to wn 
them, 'tho' m my Spirit Freed the Motion, 
yetat length! it aſſented, and went on then { 
far as it could, and ſince as it found itſelf free; 
which way of Actin g by a preſent Freedom, 
tho” it declin'd looking on it as baſe and ſer- 
vile, yea, a piece of Bondage, yet it is at pre- 
n orced back again unto it. 


| Thus 


_— a 


"i 


at length you have a Letter, together 
wit Pas Occaſion of it, which I leave with 
you, and you to your Reſt; and for myſelf, 
would return, if could, with Freedom and 
Delight, to the embracing of my State of 
Miſery, and every particular Pang of Mi- 
ſery therein: And would ſubſcribe myſelf 
if I knew what I was, either in myſelf, or in 
relation to thee : Or atleaſt I would bid thee 
farewel, if I could but ſpeak it underſtand- 
ingly ; but thou canſt doit without my bid- 
ing thee. Do that, and only that, which thou 
art "ledto by infallible Light and pure Power, 
and then thou treadeſt in the Steps in which 
long to follow thee. But away with Fan- 
cies, Conceits and Imaginations, tho' faſt- 
ned upon the Word, or fancied to be flow- 
ing from the Spirit. 8 
Truth, Truth, Truth ; true Li ife, true | 
Li ght, true Power, not a counterfeit Image, 
bat the Thing itſelf, Oh where is it Mal- 
ford Do — 08 me, but tell me whe- 
ther thou haſt it or no? How Joyful would 
it be to me, was I ſatisfied that it was on che 
March; and had already taken Poſſeſſion of 
ſame of my Fellow-F 9 But how: 
fo card vain am 11 Sure it is Time to 
dee. 1 Mr 
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Nev OW. 20 preſent State contradlicts this, bn 

angs of Griet-are ſo extreme, at 
—— — — Fury, 
and my Spiritasreftleſs under them, as it can 
bokaibothcoches, My Spirit would fain ſay, 
O auate not my Love till be aft, but 4 
Sharpneſs of Grief will nat ſuffer. Then ny 
Spirit burſt forth into Reaſoninge Thes 1s bi: M 
thyMilltobavetby Belovedprejent, tisbisWii! 01 
tobe abſait; thanſay ft thiu wouldſt have 14 
Will fall, and bus only ftand: Can this be , wm. 
and yet then jo. vehemently grieve becauſe 1% © 
Willis crofjed, and bis alla? Then Grief | * 
rives my Spirit ſuch a Nip, that it is glad to © 
of ſuch Thoughts At laſt ſaid ny Spi. 
rit vun me, Lye ner this Grief. pa . 
thanow Grief as 24170 Fury; let it uur, /:t 


4 1. 
>” 
— 


it rend let it tear. This is like an Heap of 5 
Stubble, turns Grief into fuch a Fhme that 


it torments more; that the poor Wretch Þ 55. 
cannotpoſſibly lye till, orſtir, bat Rillwhen- BY |, bY 
ſoe ver it does, is worſt. F lm 

Methinks, I cannot but take Notice wbt FRO 
ievous Liar Senſe is; it will ſtill be judg - 77 


a gr 
ing, and yet is unable to judge concerning the % 
N of Senſe ; but now ſays this is bitter 


and 


| tbeir ſeverak Experience. 
and by and by contradicts itſelf, Now. I am 


wiſe, and dam obſerve the Folly of Senſe, I 
look to be met with for e 
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Can chearfully ſerve pioiddnce 3 in wii. 


©» _ ting. to you, tho I had rather do i it in | S1- 
N ſends? for I know that God does moſt; when 
Man does leaſt, Vet ſince od is Peas d, in 
ſome meaſure, to come in with cans, and 
| the Spirit is drawn out to defire hem, 1 am 
the more willing to correſpond with you in 
this kind; you do well 1 ing God in them 
moe than ine, yet ill be Inc glorious, 

hen his Dien beg DET be ſo Ae as 
Ve can eye him in nothing but himſelf. God 
L will e're long let us fee that Means are but 
8 Vails, tho' in compliance with our Weakneſs 
| he hath made uſe of them; while heappear'd 
b by Candle- -Iight, and in datker Diſcoveries, 
be made uſe bf Candle-ſticks ;} He gave, as 
Par ys Epb. 4. ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, 
me Evangelifts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers 3 
i we-all come in the unity of the Faith, and 
$5 Knowledge of the Son 57 God to a Perfect 
Man, &c. And when that which is perfettis 

come, that which is in part ſhall be done fa, 

God Has hitherto (as Tee ph did by his Bre- 


; t hren) 
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when Grace and Lee Gar} dehaifIHU Heger, 


of; will be ſuch as the Creature will be glad 


Fleſh than all this; for as for theſe Means of 
preaching, praying, gathering, wherein the 


ferve God and itſelf, and go half with him 


4 OM 
rin Hoi a 


EX. — 
Dea) eee 


God will {as Jeſepb dich eν HN / 7% b. 

and ery out I a und ſhov / b. ig 
ſelf in uncover'd Cleatnefs* Th AQtrlint. 
tration God has/enter'd on already fornt 
of his People, and they begin to głta Glimpfe 
of the Face of God, a and are acquainted with 
immediate actings in their own Hearts 1 


think the laſt Means that God will make uſe 


EER 


S 


to be freed from; I mean Per /ecution, No. 
proath, Poverty, &c. and poſſibly ſomewhat 
more terrible,and contrary towile and proud 


Creature can be active and honour'd,- and 


(as I may ſay) in point of Honbur; the Crea- © 
ture will, with much ReluRance, be drawn © ** 
from them, for truly there's much Credit '? 
comes in to us by ſuch things; and uſually Þ © 
thoſe who openly hate us; do inwardly he- 

nour us for them; deſides the ſecret Confi- 
dence and Com fort that ourſelvesand Friends 
have in them: But when God ſhall admini- 
ſter under ſuch Means as we ſhall'be more 
paſſivein, and fuch as will ſift us to the very 


E and Spirit, and let us know all that is in 
our 


7d heit ſeuenu / Npericret. 
ogy Hearth, ſuchaswillcauſeustobefuſp 
bebe, dighted by others, forſaken of 
out;Fxiends, and ſuch too a, not-only 
dee ene Fleſh, but one Spirit with us; when 
Ralig ien hall come to that paſs, that he, who 
will profeſs: Chrift,. maſt? profeſs Poverty, 
Diſęrace, He. then we ſhallbe glad to be freed 
from the Means, and to have God be. A in 
| Ally for in this way that Saint; are int pre- 
ſent, theꝝ are ſo rich and ahoundingy that. 
do nat wonder, they are offended that G 
| will trip the Cat ure naked, and he all hime 
| ſelf, Yecily, tea terrible thiag for Oh bo 
| has thriven im the things of God, ami groen 
| rich in Reputation, tos miniſter dito ſucli 
| a way e and * thin — him 
an. Apoſtare, an an © Vhg ar 
; more charitab le, adeladsd, or f. mad. M mad. M — 
well. Godin himſelf wah make amends for 
| the-ſevereſh.D« penjations, And there is thay 
Nag. child ere long tobe brought forth in us 
in Spiritand Trutb; (which has hithertobean 
g deliver gf in ꝓleſh and dark Appearanges) 
and whan he comes, the Wilderneſs and ſali: 
L alas hath be glad for bim; oras:I/aiah 
gays inanether yu, We ſhall returuts Sion 
heute, and everlaſiang Joy en our Heads, 
ud. Jebn lays further-1-Jobn 3. 2.-Hhen he 
Pal appear e be leh him; * ae ſhall fee 
An ase is. » Thur Loving &. 
PLC) | I 2 | L E T- 
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I beteiy credo d her Letiest erh he, 
and ſorme Books, for which IthzrE yoit: 


Acker zit Wedgenoic#'s: Book; Lam not to tel 


you at preſent whatIthink of it; God will 20 
2 cingeby s by himſelf * The Army, and all 
that they ſettle, muſt be'deftroy'd without 
Hande, the Spirit will blow upon a/ Fleſb, 
and yet they are to ſettle, becauſe drawn out 
ſo to do; and their ſetting up is God's Work, 
as wellashis throwing down ; he does the one 
by the Creature, the other by himſelf, 1 
think the Intentions of the Abit are in their 
ind ſo righteous, as Man will not be able to 
diſſolve them; but becauſe all Fleſh is Gro, 
it muſt wither, God will be great to the Ends 
of the Earth, and ever Thing ſhalbbe reſto- 
red to the glorious Ly of the Sous of Gol; 
theFTeavensſhallnd longer contain him: 7 " 
"Barth fbi be filled withtheknowled 


| 2 anttified by 28 hy the 


E Cad upon it: Things half not 
* orally butipiritually reſtored : the Ser- 
hall be ſnut out of Paradiſe; Wie Tree 
Ee e's of both Sides tig River: 


et F L. 9 
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theilt ſeveral Experiences. „ 7 
tee and Sinners ſhall cejoice, the wiſe, 
and prudent ſtiall meurn; all the Beaſts of 
the Field * and feed on the Tree 
' of Liſe; the —— nt ſhall be glutted with 
Duſt, Judgment Fall dwell in 7 — Wilder- 
neſs; the High- way ſhall be Holineſs; there 
ſhall be no more Sin; for there ſhall be no 
more ſelf, and no more Curſe, but the Fruit 
of the Earth ſhall be beautiful and comely ; 
for Death and Hell ſhall be caſt into the Lake 
of Fire, Thou art righteous, O Lord, «which 
art, aobich aſt, and ſhall be, becauſe then baft 
judg red thus : Let the Heavens be glad, and the 
"Barth rejoice ; for he cometh, for he cometh to 
judge the Barth; He ſhall judge theWorldwith 
Maske, and the Pecple with Truth... 
Tours in the d. 
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y OUR s came to my Hands, when your 
Friends were with me; who. all of them 
in much Freedom enjoy your Bondage, till 

he, aue. las the Keys of the bottomleſs Pit, ſhall 
releaſe you. It's — being in Hell ſometimes 
for Variety, and to be in the Sea, to ſee the 
Wonders of God in the Deep; I have been 
Na myſelf in the Bottom of i it, where I 
1 13 found 
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475 in de W31/te 
Lot of all oflus to be where you 


5 = a= Ni rr * 1 15% LPG ET» 4a 


; R _ . 51 
EIT cial BK T WN 
a * Lori Sher, r 


75 Some Chr fan Lerrerd, 1 


found u Perl rcher than the Barth and! 
doubt not, but Providenedwill S 
400? \'Ir Bids been the 
ate, And! 
rpoſe to 


Dny muſt 


thing, ſoine of as ſta) behind on 
' bear you C he br igbre) 


de prog in by che nardeſt Night and the 


Voice at Midnight will be be Brad, goon. 
eome. Since the Fleſh muſt dye — well 
to be kill'd at once; yet ſince the Execution 
is ſo terrible, it is Mercy that we dye by De- 
grees, dye daily ; and if we did not dye too, 
ſo as to perceive that we dye, it would do us 
no good; however tis beſt you ſhould be dit. 
pen edas you are, becauſe God will have it a: 
it 18; 15 e Will is the Rule of. Goodneſs, and 


not our Underſtanding. I conceive the Rea- 


fonwhyyou have not heard from yourÞrie1d 


all this time is, becauſe they were notat home 
they were abſent fromthe Lord, fure it will nct 


be always thus; but while any thing of Earth 


is in us, there will be Eclipſes and Abſence; 


When we're caugbt up into the Air, ae fal 


ever with the Lord. whats i che Ford. 
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1 Y Love temembet'd 5 50h anch to the 
| reſt of hy Siſters, hoping that ike 1 
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Health, as Lamm at this preſent; theſe 


| x art to bertify you concerning the pre- 


gf God with me: He has been 
ke known muchef himſelf, and 
E me claim my Oneneſs with himſelf, 
flying, that 2 h¹H,ẽ,e f himſelf; and that 
He has made out him elf into ſo many Beingsas 
err, Creatures; and that God is com- 
pleat in all Thivgs to viſible Apprebhenſion; but 
it c the great Wiſdom of God to compleat 
himſelf in that Being that the Wiſdom of the 
World cannot comprehend him; for God is 
now accompliſhing that great Myſtery ſpo- 
ken of in the Letter: I vi work a Work in 
voi. Duys, that ye <oould not believe tho' it be 
bold to he; for Ber is that great Myſtery of 
God ohith he is now arcomphſhing; that None 
but himſelf can know himſelf in bis Being; and 
this is the Dealing of God, to beget-of tnmPelt ; 
and when he bus begotten at the julneſs of time, 
he brings forth; and when be has brought forth, 
then doet he make known bimpelf to bumpetf ; for 
there is none but himſelf datbh lm himſelf in 
his Being. have much more to ſay, but not 
being acquainted with your Spirit at preſent, 


I chall ſek it reſt; leaving you to him, who or- 


ders ali thing s of himſelf: Lam for the pre- 

ſent a priſoner in the Account of Reaſon, 

Fe and did never en omore of 
he&F 


neſs of God; than 1 have fiaceIcame 
32 | into 


1858 Some Chriftian Lecrene, arriuring 
nu chat place; for IL ſee that it i not Priſon- 
. doors, that will keep God out ſtom himſelf; 
| but he will cine in with ſo much Glory, 2; 
will give ſuch Excellency to the Apprchen- 
ion of a Creature, that will make Rim fay, 
Im only willing to be bound, but to dye in 
by . the Enjoyment of my God, Thus deſiring you 
to remember me to my loving Friends, Ireſt 
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J. X, ns F 
XT preſent I have no Freedom to anſwer 
the Letter, but am glad to hear from 
you; the main Ground of my ſhattering Ilias 
i here: I am diſappointed of that which I had 

as certain Evidence of in my Spirit, as any Þ +: 
[| thing that ever paſs'dthorow meatany time, 
which fits ſo near me, as I think, it will haſten © © 
my Death; it was the only thing inthe World Þ 
my Heart was ſet on; and I usd to ſay, Þ 
there was nothing betwixt God and me but 
itz in that I am happy, and at a great Deal of 
Eaſe, that I have loſt every thing that my {4+ 
Heart was inordinateon; but the Diſappoint- Þ 
men of that which came with ſo much Cer- 
tainty into my Soul, is the only thing that (0 BW: 
much uaſetiles me. I have no Thoughus of 
N going 
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what y I, £0 
Draſi that did ac con theſe Ange, Icloſe 
With, and haply there's " more in it; 4 ile 
| well your Uu in the Ligbt, andWill of God; 
| it's ſeel Being, and w 15 for the preſent I 
am debarred of : I pray let me hear as oft as 
you can; I love your Letters, not only for your 
: lake; bot theinown; befides it will ſome what 
* diminiſh my Solitude, I have no Freedom'to 
go to- - tho! oft ſent for; but 10 lit {Rl 
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ꝓ— — auſible way to 
Hes gather wasDovermuch under that 
L:have-po Fhoughts of carrys 


ngaytReputation whole to Heaven; tis too 


mark tor u alraady, and I am glad it is ſo. I 
mainz do Eemptabon hut ane of this Nature 
Ime poſſibly ſhake me as it does; 
the Burm nga} '4 he 
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Uſe not, aftet a baer * of Truth, 
Lol prolecute it in a carnal Way, eicher by 
Lade the Argument of otliets, or enfer. 
eng n wr my own; Truth willidd better 
| haps bye tampering witłr it; and e cart 
net Nee our Paſſage to ſpititval Things by 
$010"; : Dint 
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fect; where eee es 
awd that has bee 
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= 1 nN hy Apo Ale ſeems 
rther, Epb. 6. 17. — the Ar- 
the Or ginal refers to Spirit; 25 


- if he had QB; which Spirit is 1heWord of God 


See Job. 6. 63. it's only the Word that is Si 
it, that can do us good; for the Eetter;of the 
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content it 
Buve it. For your Deũre 
I look on it not only as a Sig 
Tode, but as a ſmodking ef he Ha, which 
Will Plare e fe long. not with 
Water, pere 
the 
me, 
ciſe, Jam content 
are; if the Work be of God, which, 1 hope, 
is begun in you, they can't fruſtrate i it; anch if 


deſire you ſnhould be ſet in ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces, as the Work of God in youmay have leſ 


to that you ſcruple about CHhriſtand the Seri} 
tures, 1 ſhall only ſay, if God kale them 
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10060 of \ your Friends in returning to 
far as may rette to your prefent Fer. 
you ſhould be where 1 0u 


it be not, I can't further it: Beſides 1 rather 


De; pendance on Man, and more on God; and 
if in the midſt of all oppoſition, Truth ſhall 
its being in you, you muſt ti:e! 

it was the 'Pingervf Ged. bs 


needs crx 


Fleſh and reſtore them in Spirit, we 
rods 5 prov'd them; shaving bj 
os and fleſhly ofe of both, 
ea on here n ſeems the ſame 
Dijeiples, whointhat low and liictal 
Mien, cauld not endure to hear of 
Crit 
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- with 


WES 7 ſeveral Experiences., >. ON 
Grad: Departure, when as by that Means 
his Preſence was imptov'd ; they, who had 
bim-with them before, had him in them af- 
terward, as we have had likewiſe in our Mea- 
ſure, in a Diſpenſation of Gifts and Graces; 
out of which if Chriſt ſhall withdraw, and re- 
turn in a more immediate, and naked Admi- 
niſtration of himſelf upon us, as, I believe, he 
is now beginning in the Spirits of many of his 
People; we have more of Chriſt than ever, 1 
could draw out this at large, in reference to 
your preſent Scruple, but the Carrier haſtens 
me, and I can but ſatisfy the Fleſh or Reaſon, 
it's the inward Anointing that muſt ſatisfy 
the Spirit, and lead you into all Truth, 
| Your loving Friend. 
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Dear Soul, | 
Receiv'd thy Letter, and am very ſenſible 
& ofthy Condition, being called of God eve- 
ry Moment into hie Work-hbouſe, where I met 
with fach Imployment, as has given me to 
drink of the Well of Peace and Joy for ever; 
| have no Hope ever to ſee thoſe Streams flow 
again, but would be glad to be in the 5o7rom- 
n Pit for ever, if God's Preſence did no: al- 
ways kindle ſuch a TOY HOES which I can- 
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Victory he will have over them. Son; fare we 


us together again in himſelf, and place vu: it 
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not ſtand. Im nord Mud whenhe 
eppents tu fumiſt A tbe" Gude ae Barth) 
ant hide hei fromÞ from dime wheels Gori 
tian md tet me reel ro and fro like u drunlen 
Man, and often cry but in Bittormfs of Fri, 
Twould Thad never been born. j but ut Leun 
pouring oat! my Complaints into thy EG. 
ſom, Peace approaches, and Says} Aficio 
is the Lot of the” Saints for a Moment, but t/) 
World's for ever; the Saint's to refine them, 

but the World's to conſume them for ever. O 
how could T mourn over the god-like'Men au 

Women in the World; for who are ſo god-/'+: 

as they, who can tell ohaz a crucified Chr: 710 

imtheir 0wn N % can ſhew his Wind, 

and ſay, he's deadin me; whichtheWorldcan't 

fay I am ſure. But I ſhall not long mourn fo: 

them, and for ought Tknow the laſt Groar 

is gone fofth of my Breaſt that ever I mutt 

groan ſot them but I muſt go forth in Judg- Þ 
ment w Father, and praiſe him for th: 


for a little Seaſon; white our All will bring 
mm 20 F ountain of Peace; and Joy for eve! 
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GendRion, and cannat but in this fleſhly way 
of CoanfelandComfortcorreſpond withyou; 
whereas if my Mouth was ſhut, God wauld 
his; and ſpeak that Peace in a Moment, 
which Lknow better how to darken than de- 
clate; for i am clearer in nothing than this, 

that out tampering with the Means does vail 
God; tho' I conteſs, while Saints are under 
an inferiour Adminiſtration, uſe of Means 
might be of ſome Service to us. I now. ſee, 
that. God, in bis moſt glogious. F lowings on 
Our Hearts, either uſes no Means, or ſuch as 
| proudPleſh would think fitter to hinder, than 
| promote ſuch an End; you little think that 
the Perſecution (for tis no other) you have 
undergone of late, has done you. much more 
Service,; than either my Preſence or Letters; 
| zndcit were beſt for you, that Perſecution 
had done its perfect Work; and that I had 
| fro Rill,and-not ſeconded you at all: IWell 


and edfifeſſing the work of God in you to be 
vothing but a Deluſion, that you wasthentra- 
8 railing with à more excellent Diſcovery, that 
| wonld-ariſe with ſo much Glory, and Evi- 
dence upon your Spirit, as would fallow up 
al Oppoſition, and turn into ſuch a Diſap- 
| e, of Fleſn and Blood, as would con- 
toung all. that ſought to captivate the Ap- 
beatances of God | in ob 2 and to glory in the 
. 8 EE. 
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| knewgthat when you was at the loweſt Ebb, 
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88 Some Chriſtian Letters, der luring 
Fleſn: How unanſwerable are the Diſeovc- 
ries of God in you, which, he hoth your 
Friends and ſelf had diſowu d, you ſhould 
yet vindicate their being in the Spul, If your 
Deſire: of coming to me, proceeds from a 
wearineſs of your Condition at Norwich, ot 
a carnal Confidence in my Preſence, you will 
certainly be fruſtrated in the End; you are 
beſt where God ſets you, read I/a. 28, 16. and 
2 Cor. 12. 9, 16, and let me add withal, if you 
deſire to run that Courſe, that, I think, Pro- 
vidence will direct me in, you muſt refolve 
upon Reproach, Poverty, Perſecution, what 0 
not; for Tam perſuaded I ſhall undergo al! tl 
this; there fore be well adviſed, and conſider b 
before - hand what a Compliance with me will te 
coſt. Truly, while Saints were in a mixt Con- ti 
dition, tho” the World bated the Spirit in em, t 
yet they could cloſe with what was Fleſſi, and le 
oth met in that Medium But when Flet 0 
ſhall be wholly ſwallow'd up in Spirit, le 
whole World almoſt will hate ue there bens 
nothing left that their Approbation will take 
hold of; when there ſhall be nothing but God 
within, there will be nothing but Enmity 
without: Tis enough that the Love bf God 
will make amends for the World's Hatred, 
and the leſs we have of God in the Creatu:e 
the more we have of God in himfelf. Tho!: 
Times haſten upon the World, wherein tha; 
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terrible Prophecy id Lade 2 1. will be fulfil'd, - 


ho I cuntelbe it will bein Spirit, and hot in 
Fleſh; and ſuch a way as our Reaſon has not 


mag ned. I am aſtoniſhed at the Glory that 


de rebeal'd in the Saints, when God has 
ſo ſhatter d us but of all inferior Actings, as the 
World wl count us Atbeiſts; and not only 
the World, but even Saints themſelves ſo far 
as they judge according to outward Appear- 
ance; the Son himſelf muſt deliver up the 
Kingdom to his Father, which is an Admi- 
hiltration/ of Gs and Graces, before God 
can be All in All, Be of good Comfort, 

there is that Myftery of Godlineſs and Glory to 
be manifeſted in us, with which, 4/l the Suf- 
ferings of this Life, and whatever elſe can be- 
tide us in our Way to it, are not worthy to be 
compared; in Expectation whereof 1 am 
{eis'd with more Joy than my poor Heart 
can now. 7 our s in all Conditions. 
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jenTetters, E ng 
T raverſes of carnal, Reaſon, and Unbelief in 
F = 5 own Spirit; you have done no more than 
What L have done myſelf; concluding both 
with myſelf, and in Company of my Friends, 
| the ſame things to be no better than Deluſi- 
ons, and a ng that Tom pinion of Blaſphe- 
my againſt the Spirit, have reſted till Cod 
job ad Appearance has broke.thorow all, 
ſwallowed up that Vail of Death and 
Darkneſs; in ſo much Victory, as I muſt con- 
ſeſs myſelf to have been more than a Conque- 
ror, tho” it has coſt mè dear firſt, For the pre- 
ſent] ſhall adviſe nothing, you are where Pro- 
vidence has diſpos d yon, it will be beſt for 
ou to follow the Tract of God in your own 
pirit, and ſtay here till an Act of Confidence 
and Aſſurance ſhall releaſe you, For i yo 
Aruggle, or make haſt, you intend your Bon 
dage; Be aſſured that the Subſtanceof what 
fa} 100 to you, will bear down Heavenand Earth 
before it; and truly till then this old Ad mini 
tration, which God has worn ſo long, and is 
now uncloathing himſelf of, be removed: the 
Preſence of Saints, and that glorious Meni- 
| feſtation of he Sons of God 8 has en- 
tertain'd the Expectation of weary 
Ss 2 cay't be; asis plain in Ig Ig, 
N. 
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And in w. 14. It ball be as a chaſed Roe, and as 
a Sheep that no Man takes up, &c. One thing 
I willadd more, becauſe I ſee your Tempta- 
tiongrows with ſome Confidence upon you, 
as you ſeem to have extinguiſh'd the /moak- 
ing Flax by pouring Water on it, and repent- 
ing of what you have done; let me adviſe you 
to pour on more Water, do it a ſecond time, do 
it a third time; and obſerve if the ſmoaking 
Flax prevail not upon it, and lick it up; and 
the God that anſwereth by Fire, let him be God, 
[ could'attempt ſuch Satisfaction in a carnal 
way but Truth isa more immediate, and na- 
ked thing, and works beſt without the Acti- 
vity, and Contribution of the Creature; nei- 
ther will I humble God ſo far, as to proſtitute 
Truths of that Nature; it's the Patience of 
God, they may yet be propoſed to the World: 
1 doubt a quick Providence will paſs on it, 
and che Word is like to be, He that hath Ears 
to bear; lit bim bear; and be that is unjuſt, let 
hinnbennjuft till; Gc. Rev. 22,11, 12. For 
Sado F come quickly, and my Reward ii with 


. A 2 7 work ball be ma- 
fed by Fire, for the Day ſpall declare it; 
Hane ſhall be revealedby Fire;as Paulfays 
i G31 ma feltled Expectation of which 1 
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of God to come to you 


A ; 477 I7 + 11 7 *. '£ YI 6; E 1119 *2110170) Q 2 , 
| L EN VL „ 
5 \ LIP WTO n Ar * * 65 N a 
JJ 8 1 R; KI V0! „Neid 


Mr seed Friend, _ ey cook) 


been ſich, at would hart gen we Leave 
to have ſeen you ſuddenly, ha to have come 
over as 1 promiſed. I defire you would diſ- 
nce with me till Michaelnejs, and then 
row to havea prof] 75, L by the Wil 
oth to refreſh, and 
be refreſhed by 9 W 4 hop e the Lord is work- 
that in England, bib ile re long give 
hrs People fla Cauſe of Refreſhnent. We 
have already the Experience of that, which 
a few Days ago we did but expect, and ſcarcc 
expected. I hope, as the Lord removes Impe- 
diments from without, and paves the way 4 
eur Peace with the Pride and Projeds of our 
Enemies, / be w1illtake awayall Impedimen:: 
within; cur Enemies being not only thoſe of ou: 
Own Kingdom, but of our own Hearts, here 
being theume Principlesof flefhly W fem, and 
carnalReaſoning againſtthe Kingdom of Chri/t 


within us, as there is in the World without us. 


Doubtleſs theDa y of the Lord wzl!be upon eve- 
ry thing, that exalts it ſelf againſt the Govern- 
mint of Jeſus Chriſt in Spirit: Shadows of all 


Sorts begin to fly, and Day already diſcloſes, 
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their. ſeveral Experiencet. 93 
and the Openings of Heaven on the Soul are 
very glorious; and that ſpiritual Prediction of 
the Prophet begins to receive its Accompliſh- 
ment, 1/a.2 5. 7. The Lord will deſtroy in this 
Mountain the Haceof the Covering eaſt over all 
Peeple,., It concerns us quietly to expect the 
Qut-goi e eee 
ings forth from Faith to Faith, from Glory 
to Glory, from Fleſh, Form, and Letter to 
Spirit, and ſo to more Spirit. at laſt into all 
Spirit, till we have ourſelves in Jeſus Ch: iſt, 
and our God be All in All. I am ſorry, Sir, I 
am caſt into ſuch a Streight of Lime, as mult 
neceſſarily break off; otherwiſe I could with 
ſome Delight have entertain d myſelf with 
this Argument: I mean God's adminiſtring 
of ug immediately in himſelf; but of this morẽ 
when Ice you, Yours in the Lord Jeſus. 
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EHE Father's Love has of late been much 
A manifeſted toward me, exceeding:has 
that Glory been, in which l have dwelt ſince 
laſt l ſaw you; my Joy unſpeakable, my Reſt 
unutterable, my Peace inconceivable 
Having therefore receiv d ſuch large, and 
Dblenteaus Fillings flowing from the Heart of - 
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i 155 at {ſome of 5 tplca- 
ather ſo A? to Saunen imſelt 
1 5 J. ſuch clear Bemonſtrations of h- 
d a1]: never before beheld; inſomuch 
that] appear d tomyſelf asone out of myſelt, 
tranllate 998 55 ſubſtantial, and pure En- 
ymento thatLove and Peace, which Ihave 
fually | before, either but only heard; or at 
leaſt darkly ſeen thorow the Vail of outward 
Admypiſtrations. 8 
That which Was ; ſpoken by meundet ets 
work orkings, was faced with ſuch evident Ap- 
Pearances: of Spirit and Power, asthat it ſtruck 
Aſton ſmment in the Hearts of thoſe preſen: , 
me broke forth into Tears, others Were ta- 
ke with ſhaking and trembling; One; 50 
le Cr be could not refrain, INg- 
ndlea 9 Heart was ſo overcharg'd 
the Preſence of the moſt Hi gh, that [ 
oi ds more tetir d Being ;and to bat Bud 
e e my Bed, where I 15; 6 1 
. n_my more fogular 


lays dn in myBe wit m. 
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e Beauty 'of hath 
;'T'ende ea vopr d ns Fi 
vith Silence,” but it er ſo hot withinAne, 
th Feould no longer retain it; but was for- 
oed to dedate to myBed-felſow (3 Friendof 
how it was with me: Itold him Iwas 
5 come with Love; I was fo repleniſhed 
wi vineConſolation, that Icould not ry 
aal myſelf: I began to fing and rj efoice, being 
every Minute 4777 to be carried out 7 my Bed to 
leap about the Room; but this Noiſe Ps pn 'd 
bythepowerof that Voice which commanded 
Silence; ſaying Reft, and be fill in thine own 
Love. Hereat a deep Silence poſſeſs d me, yet 
not a jot of my Glory diminiſh'd, but only 
brought under the power of a heavenly S1- 
lence ; yea, there was, Silence in Heaven. 

My Friend lying by me was ſuddenly fur- 
pris with a miraculous power from above; 

Body ſhook, and trembled in ſuch a man- 
ner, as f never faw ; he declar'd the Coming 


of the Day of God in a Language divine and 
powerful, ſometimes ſinging and rejoicing ; - 


aach that the People of the Houſe being 


ſhould be. 
Al} this while my lovely Silence confthaigf'd 
me yet under unſpeakable En of mens; my 
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my Heart, which I ho 
out: Ithen ſaw, and ſtill behold a perfect Re- 


2 a daily motion out of this Form or 
ody; nay, how willing was Ito commit my 
Body to the power of an eternal Sletp, and to 
enter into that Immenſity which was able to 
comprehend me? * 

Me ſpent almoſt the whole Night under 
the power of theſe Raptures, while at laſt to- 


wards Morning I felt a timely withdrawing 


of the vehemency of this Power, which I was 
willing freely to part with at the Father's 
pleaſure; for I bave learned both how to want, 
and how to abound. | 

Vet notwithſtanding to this Day there re- 
mains a powerful Impreffion of the ſame on 
ſhall never be rac'd 


conciliation brought forth in me, to all that 
heretofore I have at Enmity with; Hell, 
Sin, Death, Devil, are all in a with 
me; Ihave Fellowſhip with God in all theſe, 
I care hot who knows it: Sin has loſt its 


Strengih, Hell its Torment, Death its V to- 


ry, the Devi his Enmity ; we are all Friends, 
Hallelujah, God omnipotent reigns in all the/e. 
Good Lord! What a poor, low Life is that, 
which ſubſiſts only in thoſe things, that bring 
forth our Advantage? I have now learned to 
live pn the higheſt Diſadvantages that may 


be: I can fetch Life out of Death, Good-out 
Evil; yea, enjoy Light in Darineſs, Pea 


ce 
#1; 


*r Ferment, en in Hell. Iko] Nothing 


cam burt, nothing can d:/troy in this Moun- 


tun where I tive. Shall Sin ? alas, that's too 
weak; the Law, which was its Strength is 
departed ; it hall no more have Dominion 
over me. for Tam not under the Law; I can 
paſs thorow all imaginable Evil in the Light 
of divine Righteouſneſs, and receive not the 
leaft damage: Shall He.. ?Oi it's alakeofcom- 
fortable Torment, I live in it joyfully, I love 
it dearly, Iknow the Breath of God,asRivers 
of Brimſtone kindles He// in me, it burns, it 
ſcorches, and ſo let it till the Will of God be 
fulfilled; Ican paſs thorow theſe Flames, yea, 
lye down amongſt them, and not one Hair of 
myHead ſhall periſh by them; I glorify, and 
reoicein the very Fires. 

\Thow: defire you to acquaint my Fliends, 
wih theſe Dealings of God towards me; if 
happily any thing may be given in upon their 
Spirits abont it. All that I have (at preſent) 
is this: look on it as an evident Sign of ſome: 


dreadfaF Appearance of the Son of Man; for 


theſe ti things were given in with much 
bower bn my Heart. 


Firſt, That the God of Peace ſhall tread | 


Satin undüf Fees ſhortly 


dem ptron draws ni 


3 wy 4 Keud, bee Rejoice. 
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Secondly, Lift up your Head, your Re- 5 


LET- 


a wa ED - p — 
% * 2 q 
— % - _ 
— — — rg > 3 * 


- o * * . 
K * rr d 
GEE", 4 - — — 
- OT 
- * - — A 


| iÞ- hte 


rr 
_ 
þ 4. 


. I OY OO non 
8 | * Oo wr oo ooo 
4 8 5 
— bo - *. — — * 0 r. * - -» „ . 
— — — p 


8 - 
—— — „ 2 


P . 
de — — ES 4c Ie... a. — 9 
— — A 

3 „„ „„ 3 * E —— Geena PI 2 ee, ay Wt — * * 

5 ' — —— — HU ES 
. * . — 

- 
C 


CY Some Chr ian, Let ers , [de] 70 ring 


— * 
— — * At... ee et. — ”— 


TIT TSITSTT ITT <InE=Y | 
$4 1 "UH JAMOD A * 
PF 

1 E r T * R XXVII. « + 
= Lin FR 
i : ©: I» A 4 aff TE 44 
e . ; 


A ther Written by a 1 Ang Man about 
Tears of Ape, the Eveni 2 bifore ks Med, 
being Saturday-Night : U 1 0 

Me was well, as was ſuppoſed 8 * of the Choc b. Ard 

about 2 the next Morning died, and left 2 Letter, bf 

which this is a Copy; "with this Superſcription: 


Ti o his Dear Sifters, Mrs. Heſter Langhatr 
' Mrs. Sarah Brewer, Mrs. Thomaſon Fi- 
fon, and Others, the Saints of Ged, when 

; deceaſed. 


y E Saints and Spot g of the King of Louis, 
the Lord Je os, theDelight of Delights 
himſelf, the Lard Jeſus from everlaſting witi: 
the Sons of 7 Love, our Fountain wit!: 
thoſe lovely Streams of divine and ſuperna- 
tural Glory, who now dwells in us, and v. 
in him, Our Saviour ſays, et à little, and 


the M orld ſeeth me no more. But ye ſee me (pre- 


cious) for a ſmall Seaſon, à little While kat) 
this World ſeen me; but do! they fee me no mer-: 
But ye fee me, for Iam gone to our Father's 
Houſe, to lyei in the everlaſting Arms of etc 
nal Love, in the infinite Embraces of eternal 
Sweetneſs, to be there where ye ſhall be all 
(gear, with me, and all Saints to all Eter- 


wy . nity. 
=; ee n A — 8 
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* their ſeveral Experiences, 99 
nity. Rejoice now together for me; and if 
you love me you will rejoice, becauſe I go to 
the Father; for me indeed to live is Chriſt ; 
but te dye is Gain, And ſure I am, that St. 
Paul's Deſire for a long time by a Flame of 
Love has been kindled in my Soul, even 70 be 
difſokved, and to be wwith Chriſt, which is beſt 
of all. I now live, yet not I, but Chriſt lives in 
me. Lol the time comes when 1 dye, yet not 
I, but his old Man which I carry about with 
me. Oh precious Saints! how ſweet, how 
pleaſant are the Thoughts of Death to me ? 
Surely Sorrow may be for a Night, but Toy 
comes in the Morning, Love is that Bond of 
Union between me and my beloved; Union 
is the Perfection of Love; Love throughly 
defires perfect Communion, What now hin- 
ders this but Death? ſurely this muſt needs 
de pleaſing to me, being the Means to ſo love- 
ly an End. I am here but as a way - faring 
Man, zubich tarricth but for a Night ; and 
what are the Pleaſures of this Night at beſt ? 
They are but Darkneſs in themſelves, and in 
their 8 Light but Reſemblancesof ano- 
ther fat greater: Behold the Night is paſt, the 
e and T am gone to my Beloved; 
be that ſBeuld come is come, and has not tarry'd. 
Aud ob Bleſſed ! yea, thrice bleſſed is bis Coming 
ts me; where I can ſee him Face to Face, whom 
my Soul fonged for. The Vail isrent, and Ino 
TIS wh 3 2 , . lon- 
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100 Some Chriſtian Letters, declaring 

longer ſee him as ina Glaſs; but in his aw 
native Beauty, and ſupernatural Glory. Bleſ- 
ſed Saints! T go tem Father; ſurely aubitber 
Igo you know, and the May you know, Think 
it not ſtrange concerning this my fiery Trial. 
by Death and Separation from you; for Le 
the Time comes, in which we ſhell be no more 
ſeparated ; but as we are one, ſo ſhall we ever 
be,” inſeparable 2 our Beloved, Holy, holy, 
75 75 the Lord God of Sabbath; a holy Reit, 
a Sabbath of eternal Reſt am gone to cele- 
brate: Oh ye holy Saints! zbe Voice of my Be- 
loved ; B ebold he comes leaping upon the Hills, 
and skipping upen the Mountains: Lo he comes, 
and that quickly ; be comes, and now -quick!y 


am I gone, Of all Belovedsnone is like minc ; 


the melodious Voice ſounds ſweetly in mino 
Ear, even of Angels themſelves ; but that 


new Song of Love, the ſweet lovely Song of 


Saints glorify'd with their Beloved is harm 
nious indeed. What ſhall I now ſay of the! 
things, I cannot now fully apprehend then, 
but am now comprehended of them; there - 
forelyeIdown, and reſt with thisPerſuation. 


and full Concluſion, ſealed by the Witneſs of 
the Spirit to my Soul, that what my. Belcved 
7s, ſo ſhall I be; and where he is, thither am I 


gene. Then dear Siſters, and precious Saints, 
make haſte, and tarry not here on Earth in 
Imperfection; for now in Heaven in Per 


tion 


Au. 


fec- 


: au : their ſeveral Experiences. 101 
tidn we may live, and for ever enjoy Joys un- 
platable, and full of Glory. Fare wel, dear 
Saints, farewel, farewel ; tho' I now leave 
you, and go away from you, yet I ſhall ſee 
Again; and when I ſee you, Lo! Ifhall 
rejoice eternally together with you: In this 
Life J have been yours, and here together 
with you ; and ſurely Death disjoints not our 
Spirits, tho' it does our Bodies; therefore in 
another Life ſhall we be as Members, ſo Saigts 
glorified in our glorious Jeu, and with him 
who is our Delight; in whom, and to whom 
you are; to whom I go, and with whom we 
thall remain Prie/ts and Kings ta our Gad. 

Dear Saints I reſt, and the God of Reſt be 
with your Spirits for ever; and when you ſee 
this, think on him, who was here your Fellow 
Diſciple, but now Yeur glorified Brother, 

WILLIAM LANGHAM. 
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LETTER-XXVII; 


| The Copy of a Lelter, as it was ſent from Mrs. 
T. P. in Bebalf'sf Mrs. E. P. Toa Congre- 
gain of Saints inLogdon, under the Form 
of Baptijmn. A 
EAR Brethren in the Bowels of Love 
"and Meekneſs, Ikindly ſalute you, wiſli- 


1 


ing you an Encreaſe of all Faithfulneſs, and 


L 3 true 
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true Knowledge in the Myſtery of Gbr:// : 
The Cauſe of my preſent Writing is to ac- 
quaint you, that Providence has lately bro 
a Letter to my Hand, directed to my Hus- 
band, concerning Mrs. P. once a Mew“ 
with you; which Woman, ſay you, fc* ... 

dalous Evils was caſt our. Now it being ſom 
Years ſince it was done, I humbly deſire to 
teaſon with you about the Grounds, why this 
ſtill remains on your Spirits, ſeeing CEri/tſays, 
Forgive ye one another, as T forgive you; and 
Gabe ſaid to remember cur Sins no more: This 


therefore is a Note of Forgiveneſs, not to re- 


member; and ſure we ſhould ſhew ourſelvc- 
Children of our heavenly Father: But fur- 
ther, I deſire before the Lord, that you exa- 
mine your own Hearts in this thing, what 
your End is in it; if you think ſhe is not wor- 
thy to have a Livelihood among Men, why 
then do you not either by the Civil Law (f 
that will take hold of the Offence) or by ſomc 
other Way (if nothing will ſatisfy you but 


her Blood) take ſome praſent Courſe, that 


may put an End to this great Difference? but 


if you think this too grofs, or more than the 


ence tequires, then I beſeech you, for the 


Lord's ſake, to conſider your on Actings in 


this Thing; whether you do not as much as 


in you lies, carry on the ſame Deſign, tho 
"more cloſely from the Eyes of the World 


Which 


their ſeveral Experiences. 103 


whichſure, before the Lord, can appear no 
other, but the hunting after her Life: Nay, 
is ĩt not more, than to take off one ſingle Life 
at once? Which is a greater Cruelty, for a 
Fyrant to take away 4 Man's Life at once, 
or by Degrees? Be then yourſelves Judges, 
whether your Proceedings towards her be 
not a killing all the Day long; for you can- 
not be ignorant, that ſhe has no Livelihood 
among Men, but what ſhe earnsby her hands; 
and your defaming her in this manner, can- 
not, in an ordinary way, but deprive her of 
that; and ſo at laſt bring her Blood on You: 
If You ſay, You acquaint none but the Saints 
with it, tis evident to the contrary ; for your 
open publiſhing i it in the Council of War, cau- 
ſed the World to take Notice of it, and yet 
your Spirits reſt not here; truly dear F riends, 
as the evil Spirit wrought in her one Way, 
when ſhe was with You ; ſo conſider whe- 
ther the ſame Spirit does not as highly work 
in You at this time another Way ; the Lord 
give You Underſtanding in all things. But 
it her Life is not that You aim at, then is it 
thoſe Diſcoveries of Life and Eight, which 
God makes out to the World by her? If it 


be ſo, then Vou are to know, that he is 75 


ſtrong Vou ſtrive withal; but about this, I 
would a little quere: Firk, Whether:You 


think, that — ſuch Evils were marine 
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true Knowledge in the Myſtery of Gbr/ : 
The Cauſe of my preſent Writing is to ac- 
quaint you, that Providence has lately bro' 
a Letter to my Hand, directed to my Hus- 
band, concerning Mrs. P. once a Mew“ 
with you; which Woman, ſay you, fc 
dalous Evils was caſt out. Now it being ſom 
Years ſince it was done, I humbly defire to 
| reaſon with you about the Grounds, why this 
titill remainson your Spirits, ſeeing CEri/tſays, 
a * e ye one another, as] forgive you; and 
Boas ſaid to remember cur Sins no more: This 
therefore is a Note of Forgiveneſs, not to re- 
[ member; and ſure we ſhould ſhew ourſelc- 
Children of our heavenly Father: But fur- 
ther, I deſire hefore the Lord, that you exa- | 
mine your own Hearts in this thing, what | 
your End is in it; if you think ſhe is not wor- 
thy to have a Livelihood among Men, why 
then do you not either by the Civil Law f 
that will take hold of the Offence) or by fom< 
4 other Way (if nothing will ſatisfy you but 
4 her Blood) take ſome praſent Courſe, that 
may put an End to this great Difference f but 
| if you think this too grofs, or more than the 
fence tequires, then I beſeech you, for the 
I! .  Lord'sſake, to conſider your own Actings in 
198 this Thing; whether you do not as much a 
* in you lies, carcy on the ſame Deſign tho 
'more cloſely from the Eyes of * W 7 
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which ſure, before the Lord, can appear no 
other, but the hunting after her Life: Nay, 
is ĩt not more, than to take off one ſingle Life 
at once? Which is a greater Cruelty, for a 
Fyrant / to take away 4 Man's Life at once, 
or by Degrees? Be then yourſelves Judges, 
whether your Proceedings towards her be 
not a killing all the Day long; for you can- 
not be ignorant, that ſhe has no Livelihood 
among Men, but what ſhe earnsby her hands; 

and your defaming her in this manner, can- 
not, in an ordinary way, but deprive her of 
that; and ſo at laſt bring her Blood on You: 

If You ſay, You acquaint none but the Saints 
with it, tis evident to the contrary ; for your 
open publiſhing i it in the Council of War, cau- 
ſed the World to take Notice of it, and yet 
your Spirits reſt not here; truly dearF riends, 
as the evil Spirit wrought in her one Way, 
when ſhe was with You ; ſo conſider whe- 
ther the ſame Spirit does not as highly work 
in You at this time another Way ; the Lord 
give You Underſtanding in all things. But 
if her Life tis not that You aim at, then is it 
thoſe Diſcoveries of Life and Eight, which 


God makes out to the World by her? If it 
be ſo, then Vou are to know, that he is too 


ſtrong Vou ſtrive withal ; but about this, I 
would: a little quere: Firk, Whether You 


5 think; that becauſe ſuch Exils were mae 
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104 Some Chriftian Letters, declaring 
in her, when with You; therefore tis impoſ- 
ſible now that any Good ſhould be brought 
forth by her? do You not hope to grow bet- 
ter and better? But Secondly, Is it not God's 
uſual Way tomanifeſt himſelf higheſt, where 
in time paſt he was by the evil Spirit kept 
loweſt? Yea, does he not ſuffer himſelf for 
this very End many times, thus to dye in Ap- 
arance, and to leave a Soul to itſelf, and 
learn to dye to itſelf, that ſo he may have the 
more glorious Reſurrection in that Soul? 
beſeech You, for the Lord's ſake, to conſider 
theſe things, As for her Perſon, ſhe cares as 
little for it as You can; therefore You may 
| | takeyourFill of trampling on it: But I be. 
! | feech You be careful, how You meddle with a 
| the Spirit that breaths in her; for ſurely, Bre- b 
thren, I know not what Spirit manifeſted it - 8 
ſelf in her while with You ; I am ſure (and | h 
ſpeak nothing but Truth) that I have found t 
a moſt divine Spirit in her, as far as I could l 
diſcern, and that which comes to the Spirit C 
and Life of things; and in this, methinks, f. 
You ſhould rejoice: For truly, I have heard J. 
and ſeen many Profeſſors, but to my Know y- | 


oO mPAAL” © EPS OUQSNA Ds C5 


h 
ledge, I never heard One come ſo near the 
Power as ſhe does: I do not ſpeak this as be ! 
ing affected with any Perſon; Party; or Opi- 5 
nion; I bleſs my God; I am now ( in he: ff * 
Strength) delivered from that, tho ſome t 


have 


N 
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f fly aſſir md my being deluded by lier; 
but Lam confident I can ſay with Paul, and 
not nly ting the Letter, but in Truth; 
that cheſe 7 hbyngs, which I bave receiv d; have 
nat len from Man, nor Woman, nor any other 
Thing, but by the: meer Revelation of Fefus 
Chniſt in me; God manifeſting himſelf in my 
owaTleſh: Therefore they much wrong both 
her and me, that affirm it; but eſpecially they 
wrong, or ſpeak a Lye of that God that did 
it for me; and becauſe I hear it fo reported 
among Lou, I thought good to write one 
Word to clear it; that ſo whether You will 
hear, or will forbear, the Word of Truth 
might judge You; give not Ear, therefore, to 
all Vou hear, tho' from Brethren, let You 
be brought into a Snare; for ſince the Defec- 
tion of the Churches, Men, yea, good Men, 
have been ſuch Lovers of them ſelves, and 
their ,own Opinions, that they will ſpeak 
largely an little ground, to keep up their wu ͤmn 
Glory, God not having yet undone them 
for were they once undone Men, they would | Þ 
_ withogly de what God would have them, 1 
however the World accounts of them. 0 
There isanother Thing whichcame tory | i 
Ear, that it ſhould be given into the Council 
by ygur two Witneſſes, that the faid Mrs. P. 
ſhould ſay, that You caſt her out for Difference 
fg nent; and when Colonel Rich and 
1 Co- 
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rob Some Chriftiah T*tters, deblaring 


Colonel Harriſon asked x w wem the ſpa ke 


it, they faid To he o Abi 


.. 


hgton.” Now in- 
deed my Husband ſaid to Tou, He bo 
fuch a Thing; but when he came Home, and 
ſaw ſo little ground for his Thoughts, Tbe- 
lieve he had but little Comfort in telling You 
ſo; and then, Brethren, if You, on ſuch ſlen- 
der ground, ſhould act in this ſtrange manner 
againſt her, affirming thisthing fo publickly, 


I think You have Cauſe to be humbled for it. 


and juſtly to repentof your Evil; Idefire You 
tobeara little with me, for truly! it appears to 
me, to be rather your Rage of Spirit, than 
your true Love, either to her or Truth; for 
methinks, it would favour more of a true 

Chriftian Spirit, if Vou had firſt ſpoken with 
her, and have ſeen what Change the Lord has 
wrought in her; as knowing that Mary, on 
of whom ſeven Devils had been formerly caſt, 

was made the fir ft Meſſenger of Cbriſt Rei. 
rection; yea, and ſhe mult bring it tothe A. 


Ales, and not the Apoſtles to her. You ſay in 


your Letter, that Tow'lef# ber to the judgment 
f tbe great Day; and I beſeech You, Bre- 
hren, 0 You not again take her into you 

own Day t for truly I believe that Day, in a 
meaſure, has come upon her; and theLord 


2 


himſelf is at /ork with her; therefore don't 
— but the Work will be well done, only 
as well as ſhe, muſt have Patience in it; 


a ubeir ſeveral Experiences. 107 
rely this is the Confidence I have con- 
her, that ſhe has ſeen Evil in that State 

. in with Vous and certainly, God 

i good to her in this, ſhewing her What an 

ahomipable Spirit of Wickedneſomay be hid 


nder the greateſt Practices, and Prdfefiions | 


of.Externals ; not that theſe are the Cauſe of 
it, no, The Gold, and the Silver 4 is mine, faith 
the Lord; but we beſtowing it on our Lovers, 
and. making ourſelves great with his Orna- 
ments, he is fain, in Love tous, to take us from 
them, or they from us, and ſo find out a more 

ſpiritual Ad miniſtration to perfect us in. Oh 
the infinite Riches of our God! where does 
his Bounty end? ſure his Ways of Love are 
unſearchable; and his Paths of Mercy, in 
which hefollows poor fallen Man, and back- 
ſliding Souls, are paſt finding out: How nar- 


row are our Capacities! we judge as Men; we 


may think, as ſome did of Pavid, that there 
is = Help for ſuch things in God; but all 


things in Truth will be found poſſible with 
him, exen where they are altogether paſt our 
Thoughts and Conceptions, and become to 


us, e I beſeech You therefore be: 


perſuaded to bow down to him; Iknow You 


are conſcious, that all Judgment is not com- 
mitted to Lou; therefore it is poflible You 
may judge right in this thing: For truly Bre- 
chren, we may congeive many chings, 2 4 
an 
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208 Some Chriſtian Letters, deelaring 
by the Letter itſelf ;and yet not living in that 
Spirit that: writ the Letter, we may err: 
pray do not miſtaks me, as if I would any 
way ſpeak ſlightly of the Letter, further than 
it ſpeaks of itſelf ; no, I bleſs the Father for 
it, and by ſweet Experience ean ſay; that! 
was never ſo confirmed in it; now the Eord 
hath dra en me to him out of it even in tha: 
wit that wrote it; Tam for the conſciona- 
ble Uſe of it, but I would not abuſe it; I am 
ſure, thoſe Men that would ſet it above the 
Spirit, can hardly free themſelves from that 
thing: Ihope, therefore, You will not count it 
your Excellency to walk in the Eetter, but 
rather deſire the Lord to perfect You in that 
Spirit that writes the Letter; for then, and 
never till then, ſhall we be able to walk by it 
aright, and ſpeak of the Letter truly. 
I have not yet acquainted my Husband 
with your Letter, I ſhall wait on God what 
Anſwer to receive from You; for truly, dear 
Brethren, on ſeriousDeliberation, Iknow not 
how to approve myſelf faithful in the Eyes 
of God, to my Brethren here, if I ſhould de- 


Imuſt alſo ſee Clearneſs from him before | 
part with it; for tho' bleſſed be the Father, 
we have a ſweet hopeful People among vs 


uch 
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liver it; for God having put it into my Hand, 


that wait on God, and have Fellowſhip one 
with another; yet whether they may digeſt 
V1 PCA | 1 
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if L, apprehending Evil to them, or any other, 
ſhduld not, as much as in me lies, prevent it; 


and this I ſhall do by detainin the Letter, till 


further manifeſtatlon from God what to do 
with it; Do not judge 
ſeech You; I have one Judge, even the Lord, 
and hethat put it into my hand will at length 
clear my Integrity in it; I have nothing to do 
for myſelf in it, the Lord knows, only to find 
out{ifitmay be) how toapprove myſelf faith- 
ful to Men in the Lord, and for the Lord's ſake. 
Your Deſire Iexceedingly like, that we ma 
| be kept fromErrors, and the Lord keep us all 
| from Errors; but who muſt ſhewus what Er- 
ror is; but the God of Truth? We have liv'd 
in Errors, and have ſuckt them in from our 
Cradles; and yet who ſpeak ſo much againſt 
t Errors as we, ſtating ourſelves ſtill in the 
r | Truth. My ſweet Friends, the Day of Truth 
tis but now dawning on us, and how is it op- 
es ¶ pos'd;even by the Children of Truth, in their 


will notown our Prayers, but turn away our 
Faces from our Saviour, becauſe he comesnot 


withwhatFleth, or Gatment he pleaſes. Bre- 
1304 M thren, 
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me in this thing, I be- 


meaſure? yet we have all look d, and pray'd. 
for it a long time together: But truly now, we 


in ſucha Garb as we imagin d he would, When 
we know its his Prerogative to cloath himſelf 
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110 Some Chriſti, declaring 

thren, what would You have o you not 
know that a glorious Day has been ſpoken of 
ever fince the Prophets and Apoſtles ? Tho 
the Day was dawned on them, yet they bid 
their Hearers not be terrified, as if that Da 
war near; for there muſt be a falling awa; 
fr ft; and that wicked One be revealed; not- 
withſtanding Peter told them, that he was 
Partaker of that Glory, that ſbould be after- 
wards revealed; We have (ſays he) a mor: 


fure W ord of Propheſy, to which ye 40 well :; 


takeheed. As if he had ſaid, Brethren, we ha: 
beenwithtbeLord in the Mount, and have be- 
held that excellent Glory; but yet to you, u 
Have not ſo ſeen Chrift, there is a more ſure 


Word of Prophecy; for Viſons and Revel1- 


thoſe who have them ; but bere is a Word pode. 
70 all, and is as a Light ſhining ina dark Place, 
therefore ye do well to take heed to it till the 
Day dawn, and the Day-wſtar ariſe in your 


tions do moſt eſpecially confirm, e. 


own Hearts, and ye be ſwallowed upwiththat 


Glory, that now you expect᷑ and wait for ; on 
Tuo this, that m private Spirit can unde, 
Rand theſe Scriptures that ſprak of that Day, 
it muff be the Spirit of God alone; let us ther:- 
fare ce Jef rom our own Spirits, far they are 

Aal pri vate, lound up to this or tb, and 
A bill canfine God alſo ; but his Spirit is as 
Yarg? at bimfelf, it's without Bounds ; it's nei. 
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er. bers . wor there diſtinct, but it is indivi- 
duelly every where, But what I deſire you to 
conſider from theſe Scriptures is, that this 
le $2 Falling away has been, and all the 
World bas wonder d after the Beaf ſince the 
Apoſtles time; therefore how near may we 
expect our Glory? We ſhould not be trou- 
bling ourſelves therefore ſtill with falling a- 
way, but now look fora Riſing ; forſureMan 
has had his Day, and now the Lord will have 
his: Seeing this Day of the Lord muſt have a 
Dawning, and ſome Diſciples may be taken 
up into the Mount before other ſome ; it 
ſhould teach us not to judge our Brethren, 
who ſpeak of higher Enjoyments than we 
have; for we being behind ſhould rather judge 
ourſtlves, ſecing we are more in the Day of 
Man; and acknowledge ourſelves ſo to be, 

ſtill joking for, and haſtening to the Day of 
Dod, inwhich we may act ſelf, or ſelfiſhly no 
longer; but our God may bring forth his own 
Righteouſneſs in us; Truly Brethren, You 
ba fatisfied in this, that we are very in- 
duſtrious to keep ourſelves from Error, but 
weknow that 9 Strength weſhall he per- 
kected, ben blafelf comes and ſpeake, 
thenſhall we know tis he. Brethrep, I would 
not have You Infidels butbelieving ; this Day 
bas taken ſome una wares, and tho many may 
haye it in Notion, I am ſure ſome have it in 
Power. M 2 
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112 Some Chriſtian Letters, declaring 
I've cne thing moreconcerningybur Letter, 
andttuly I can't but wonder at it; thatishov/ 
Vou durſt ſo peremptorily judge the Woman 
that ſhe brought a Deluſion for a Viſion of 
God: Ibeſeech You confider ſerionſſybefurc 
the Lord, whether it was ſo, or no; befor 
Vumnaxkeit ſo publick, and ſend it forth wich 
the Authority of a Church: Surely Friends, 
You will much abuſe the Authority of your 
Church, in affirming Suppoſition for Truth, 
the Lord be pleas'd to open your Eyes in this 
Affair; it may be, your Father in Mercy dr- 
fires to plead a little with You by a weak In- 
ſtrument, and therefore put the Letter into 
my Hand, that ſo he might put ſome Stop to 
your furious driving and truly I can ook on 
it no other ways: Therefore willingly mect 
ybur God in this merciful Act towards You, 
tor if Lou do not, the dumb Aſs may nex: 
teptove You: Iconfeſs, Souls, Iam the weak 
eſt of all, a poor undone Soul of myſelf, the 
Lord alone take all the Glory; yet it I may 
be uſeful, as being one of the Body, in keep- 
ing You from doing greater Evils, I ſhall bc 
willing and rejoice, tho' Igo under ever ſo 
great an Odium myſelf: For ſure, Friends, 
12 me how Lou will, I am one of 
u, and tenderly affect Vou, and in this 
thing would have God truly exalted: For 
dus Grace is given me to love Truth under 
* 57 üs dt 19% 4:13 KS. _ 
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_ riſes did; when God abhors it, and will have 
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any Appearance;tho' indeed, that may ſome- 
times appear to Men to be Truth which Ican- 
noteloſe with; but I mean any Appearance 
that my God comes in, and I hope; ſhall be 
more perfected in it: It is ſweet to me, that 
he has given me, thro' Mercy, to know his 
Voice from a Strangers: Perhaps, the World 
may judge me for it, becauſe it comes not in 
their Form, but I ſhall reſt in the Lord. Well 
Brethren, if You ſee Mercy to You in what 
the Lord has ſpokenby me, receive it, and re- 
joice in him; it may be, I may prove to You, 
as. Abigail did to David, keep You from ſhed- 
ing Blood, and from avenging yourſelves 
withyourown hand; the Lord ſhew ys what 
that Scripture means, I will baue Mercy, and 
au Sacrifice: There be many things in the 
Letter of Scripture, which we, thro'. Weak- 
noſs, may think to be Sacrifice, as the Pha- 


none of it; in ſuch a time as he calls for Mer- 
cy there fore he bidsus learnuibat that means: 
We may have it, read, and ſpeak it; but to 
learn the Inſide of it, learn what it means, will 


* 


be our Comfort and our Crown, Truly my 


Friends, I am perſuaded, that this is a Time 
Mercy is requir'd off us towards our Siſter, 
and nat ſuch Sacrifice: If You pleaſe to ſend 


meu Mord of Anſwer, leave it with Mr, C. | 
do not think it fit as yet, that You acquaint | 
9 A. 1 I» — M 7 
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3 214 Some Grifion Letters, declaring 
my Husband with it, not for er Unlawt rfulneſs- 
fake, but Tnconveni iency ; for ſurely Bre- 
thren, Iam not willin gly carry'd to give you 
or him, or any one Offence; only as the Lord 
manifeſts it to be his Will; and thenT muſt 
leave Father and Mother, and all, and cleave 
to him. Let me have your Anſwer as ſoon as 
You can; but I befeech You, do not anſwer 
me, but che Lord, and then ſee how You can 
juſtify yourſelves; in him, therefore, ſhall ! 
Wait for it. Dear Souls, tho I'm nothing, and 
can do nothing of my ſelf, yet I beſeech You 
rect not any word of Truth, Love and Sin- 
that God ſends by my hand, Job ſays, 
He A nor reject the Cauſeof his Maid ſer want. 
ben it came before him; tho! the Word ſays, 
they contended with him. I can give You more 
Satisfaction, if You pleaſe, how I came by 
the Letter; Im ſure twas unexpected by me, 
only the Lord would have it ſo; therefore al 
nr Cate muſt ſerve the Lord's s Defigns, tc 
ng it to my hand when my Husband Was 
not in Town: Look not on me, but to 3 
Lord, and uſe me as kindly as Yob did his Ser- 
vant; 7 5 not my Cauſe, for ſurely it is no: 
mine. I leave You to the Lord, whom I de- 
fire 06 toguide You in this thing, and. am 


| Abin 26 >, , Your en loving Siſter and Servant, 
Match, 8 % . , from the greateſt to the meapeſtof You, 
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Rust. ' Dear Friend, 


Ngag ements from atrue Principle are not 
eaſily diſſolv d; and while we hold the 


Head, wecan'tlet gothe Members. Ive con- 


ſider 'd You in the Union of Life and Truth, 
from whence flow my unfeigned Reſpects to 
You, and wherein conſiſts the true Enjoy- 
ment of yourſelf: Vanity of Vanities inter- 
poſes between God and us, while we are be- 
low, and vexes our unquiet Spirits, ſeeking 
Contentment ; in earthly Relations, we-wan- 
der to and fro, and return empty; but when 
we cloſe with the divine Will, our Diftrac- 
tions are compoſed, the Commotions of our 
diſtemper'd Hearts are all ſweetly ſilenc'd. 
Friend, when You have (in the Spirit) aſ- 
cended far above all Heavens; when You are 
above all that God has made, and (fora time) 
alſo ordain' d You to uſe; then may You, and 
then will You be able todeſcend into thelow- 
eſt Parts « of the Earth, and from thence rife a- 
gain to higheit Glory; Then will You have a 
true, ſweet, and comfortableuſe of the mean- 
eſt Condition in the World, out of which You, 
hall mount to the cleareſt Enjoyment af the 
| wenn and by a continual 2 
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courſe between Heaven und Earth You wit 
at laſt come to inherit the utmoſt, large, and 
full Extent of the Lord's Dotninions, If You 
was confin d to that Heaven only, as it has 
been receiv'd in the general Notion; Vo 
would be ſtreightned in your Borders, and be 
depriv'd of part of your Portion and Poſſeſ- 
ſion; for the Earth as well as the Heaven 
filled with thegloryof God; from whichif You 
wasexcluded, Youmuſtneceffarily want that 
peice of your Right, whereof Yu was mad: 


an Heireſs, When the Ladder of our eternal 


Union is fet between Heaven and Earth, be- 
pween. the divine and human Nature, then 
may we aſcend and deſcend, one as freely a+ 
the other: Our heavenly State will not diſ- 
dain our — nor our earthly hinder our 
beavenly- s The true Angvelical Liſe bas beet 
Communion with God hed. ay apy f. 
fliftiens, and Croſſes in the World will admi- 
niſter Conſolation, and be all your/Servants, 
Helpers of your Joy. God will beall, Union 
© him cant be divided; the wings of the 


| ing can'tout-fly him; the utmoſt parts 
of the Earth, the fartheſt diſtance of Benſc, 
thebroadSea, thegreateſtconfufion of Mind, 


' the wide Wilderneſs, the moſt ſolitary fad- 


neſs of Heart can't hide from his Preſence 


_ | Nay, if You go down into the Helbof Mor- 
ror, your Soul eee —=* 
. n Be 830 
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Hang HO W/ẽʒr, mitt Spirit of Holineſs, Will 
mite Vouupagain. I have endeavout ' d to diſ- 
22 Reſpects to Vou, intheſe ſnort and 
— nos; being now hinder'd from en- 
— — we pd and Viſitsof Friends. 
MyReſpacts of, n profanted OR 
ebe 17 937220] 
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De. and a F riend, Sei I FIR 
Gre to own, and to beone with, and in 
the Fellowſhip of the Fatber, and the Son, in 
one eternal, in viſible, and over-ruling Spirit 
in, and with which Spirit we are to walks lives 
and abide, after we are made one with 1t ; 
which is, and muſt be an inward, true, and 
invinble Walking, and according to an in- 
ward, true; and inviſible Rule; and nat after 
outwrard and wordly Manner, as World» 
lings do: Formy K ing dom is natof this World, 
ſays Chriſt : My Kingdom is not of Obſervas 
tion un worldly Rudiments, for it is aιν,. 
92 it conſiſts not in any outward Rule, or 
Pee, all tho true Rulesand Directions of 
e withio babe W 
7 2 N vF 
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veithin ; the outward: Soo CARE an 


Image of it; therefore to Walk! In outwa 10 
Forms, or Ordinances, is but WA fn” a uh 


Image, and not in the Truth itſelf; b 
walk in the Truth is to walk N Reit 
and if in the Spirit then in God 60 135 


a Spirit, and the Truth of the Spirit; and he 
that will be one with God muſt be one with 
him in Spirit and Truth, as it is eſſential in 
God; or elſe there can be no Perfection, and 
then no true walking with God; to be one 
with God is to be nothing one's elf; and to 
walk with God is to walk out of one's felt: 

Enoch walked with God. and he was not; for 
Gad took bim: He was not; that is, he was not 
himſelf. No Man can walk with God while 
he ishimſelf;a Man, as Man, can't be faid to 
walk with God; he may walk with Man, but 
not with God; nothing can be faid to alk 
with God, but what is one in, and with God, 

and therefore muſt be as God; for none can 


walk with God but God: No Man bas een the 


Father, but the Sen; He that aſcended ix the 
ſame that. deſcamdeu; No Man b 
derbe Faoker; but the Sen: Then 
can be ſaid to walk with: God, 
Chrifh, tube is God. And this walk 
ſible; chat is a Communion of 8p 
one Man may . RE 0 
cher ua Ran, dut none dan have Cuno 


1 977 


5 


e with 


r a i... Sd. oa... a 


E nor + ever 


Sinvi- | 


e Expertences,.” vg 
with God h 32 Light cannot laue Com- 
mp 1 ya 171228 nor Darkneſs with 
Ligh bur Light has Communion with-it- 
1 7 55 are as we are in the Light, let us 
5 tbe Light, and not as Chil= 
1 55 ar ng. But Vou will ſay, Do aue 
with LF in Ordinances? I anſwer, 
Ordinances are not Light, Truth, nor 
9 therefore we cannot walk with God 
in them: We can't walk with God in any 
Thing, but in the Light, in the Truth, and in 
the; Spirits, nor none can walk with God in 
theſe things, but the divine Spirit, or inward 
Man, which is of God, and one with God: 
To walk with, and in God, is to walk in the 
Tab z and Ordinances You can t ſay are the 
7 ruth, no more than You can ay the Scrip- 
try 1 is the Truth; but if You will make it/ 
7 ruth, You muſt make it God, for there is 
but ane Th, and that is God : One God ana 
e all, ane Lord, one Faith; and one 
| chat 430 all but one God, and one Truth. 
%% be! dg the Word Cbriſi Fefus, is the 
we have heard of him, and 
9 85 by him as the Truth is in Jeſus 
ſay, that the. Scripture is not 
tit tells what is the Truth: It aich, 
File elernal to know God, the rrus Gd; 
Walk in the Truth, is to know the 
to xnow the Truth, is to 2 
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Godonly; and having known God. we know 
how to walk with God ; and 9 
know God, but God: No Man can nu 7: 
Father, but the Son; and he to whom the Son 
will revealbim. And the Son has not truly re- 
vealed the Father to Man, till Man, thro' 


Chriſt, is become the Son of God; and be- 


ing the Son of God, he knows God, and is 


known of God, and ſo is one with God; 


whereby he has Acceptance to walk with 


God. We ſhould take it ill of them that tell 


us we know not God ; but when we come to 
know him indeed as God, in his own eter- 
nal and eſſential Being, we ſhall then confeſs 
that we never knew him before; we have oſ- 
ten thought we have known God, when alas, 
we have known nothing of him, as he ought 
to be known! To know God in any Form, 
or Ordinance, nay, in any created Excel- 
lency, even the higheſt Manifeſtation that 


ever we had of him among the Creatures, is 


but an imagined, or formal Knowledge, 
which can be no 


eſſential Being of God; allthings belowhim- 
ſelf are imperfe&, and can give no true Te- 


ſtimony of him; We receive Tokens from 
Men, and Letters from Men, by which we. 


oy 
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e no perfect Knowledge: Itis no 
ttue Knowledge of God, to know him in any 
thing below himſelf, below the divine, and 
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Kr if « e never ſee the Perſon, we can 
— tue kt6ledge of him: The greateſt 
go ah 009 that ever we have of God, or 
reateſt Knowledge we can have of him, 
pr tbe by 1 0 7 not by himſelf, it is not 
4 trie Knowledge, and can produce no true 
7 Happineſs; for hey are all but asMeſſengers 
8 ſent from him, and à not himſelf; and till he 
| comes himſelf in his own Subſtance, that we 
ſee him as is in himſelf, a God above, and be- 
yondall Gifts and Graces, which as Meſſen- 
gers were ſent from him, we ſee him not, 
and then can't know him as we ought. Tam 
not the Chriſt, ſays John; I am but ſent before 
him, to ere the way for him, and as he in- 
creaſet ft decreaſe ; I muſt be nothing, 
that may all. Therefore while we ſee Or- 
dinancesany thing, Gifts, races, Manifeſta- 
tions; or any thing below God himſelf to be 
t any ching, o long as we ſee not God to be all, 
and then know him not as God; We may 
g know him in all things after a manner, but ĩt 
no is an out ward external Knowledge, and not 
0), a ſpiritual inward Knowledge, and therefore 
and I no true Knowledge; yet this is che Know- 
im- ledge we have of him in Ordinances, even an 
external, literal Knowledge, and according | 
Sto this we walk, and not according to Truth. 
[Rand Per thy Gn, But you'll then ſay, Is it not 
DEW, of God, that we 3 walk in Ordi- 
tl nances? 
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nances? Tanſwer, It may be for à time, b. 
way of Permiſſion, yet not for ever: But tlie 
Will of God goes further, FTI 
of God, even your Sanctifcation; that all h 
are his ſhould be as himſelf, for h ye perfect 
as he is perfect; Perfection conſiſts not in Or 
dinances, nor in any created Excellence, b 
in God only, which is an uncreated Glory 
Therefore be ye per ſect, as he is perf, for 72 
7s the Will of your God; and ought to be the 
Deſire of all his; 70 be perfect, as he is perfect: 
to walk as he walks, and to know as he knows: ; 
and in this we ſhall be like to God, that v 
may have Fellowſhip with him; as the Apo- 
ſtle ſays, Walkintte Light os leis inthe Lig/:. 
and then you ſhall have Fellote ſbiphoith us ; 1 
frulyour Fellowſhip is with the Father, and ile 
Son: This is a Fellowſhip above all Ordinan- 
ces, and all revealed Things; a Man can't hae 
Fellowſhip with Gcd, and converſe with hi: 
as God, till he is ſeparated from all Relation. 
It's faid Prov. 18. 1. Thro' Defirea Man bat 
ing ſeparated himſelf, ſeeket hand inter medlel“ 
with all Wiſdom : That is, with God. A Man 
can't ſeek, or intermeddle with the Creator, 
till he is ſeparated from the Creature But 
You will fay, Are we not then to make uſt if 
the Creature, nor any created Thing? Tanſwer, 
Ina temporal way You may; but all tha: 
while You will have but a temporal 3 
n | Fic 
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Wich them, nor in them: There can be no 
true Union with God in the Creature, no, not 
in any created Glory whatever. For all is as 
Graſs, and as Graſs withers, becauſe the Spi- 
= of the Lord blows upon it ; and all the Joy 
Comfort I have thought, I have found in 
7 is but as a Blaſt before Almighty Gad. 
The Creature, nay, all the Excellencies of 
Creatures, or Creature Comforts were made 
only for the Body, and not the Soul ; not as to 
find Comfort in them; no, nothing can be 
Food to a Soul, but the eternal inviſible Being 
of God; for inviſible things mult be fed from 
inviſible Powers, and the Soul is as invitible as 
F God; for it is God: It is, and muſt be that De- 
- |, pendance which we have on God, and this 
; would fall if not fed by God, and from Gad; 


e therefore it is one wie God. The Riversand 
5 Streams, which is one with he Sea, would 
ſoon fail, if not fed from the Sea. So would 
i the Soul of Man, if not continually fed from 
55 from its own natural Principle, from God, 

n who is the Sea and Fountain of Souls; now 
r, an Ordinance, or any other thing but God, 

wh can't bring Comfort to a Soul: A Man may 
if take ſome Delight in them, but 'tisonlyafan- 
er, ey, or ſome natural, or outward affeclion be 
at to them, and not for any ſpiritual Com- 


fort he finds in them; he may perhaps count 
iel. but the Spirit can't count it ſo; the 
.N 2 Spirit 
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him not as we ought ; ; whereby we might 
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=, can't delight to be in any thing, but its 
own Element, which is above all created 
things; Fleſh andS pirit can't dwell together 
without interrupting one another; therefore 
to tye the Spirit to have Communion with 
God in an Ordinance, isto keep him in Bon- 
dage: The Church delow is in Bondage with 
her Children, but the Church above in che Spi- 
rit is free, and is the Mother of us all; there- 
fore to bind the Spirit to an Ordinance, or to 

any thing below itſelf, which is below God, 
is to keep him in Bondage: Men may walk in 
Ordinances, or in Forms, or in the Image of 
Things, but all this While their Communion 
is but an Image, or an outward Form to the 
Communion of Spirits; it is but a natura! 
Communion pid a Church in the Spi- 
rit. So that it is not our Perfection to ws in 
Ordinances, becauſe by them God is vail d 
from us; and we ſee him not in his open ma- 
nifeſt Glory, and ſo are not changed into the 
Likeneſs of him, but remain {till as Pilgrims 
and Strangers. Therefore with the Apoſtle, 
Let us foi get that which is behind, andre/i 
Jyrward to that which is before, which is to ſee 
od in his open manife Glory; and not in 
the glory of an Ordinance, or any created 
thing, which are but Vails that ec ipſe, and 
hide the glory of God from us, that we ſee 


have 


4 
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Aa ve Communion with him: Therefore God 
ends that Vail, and caſts it away as a moth- 
eaten, vain, helpleſs thing; and now ſhews 
himſelf with a new Garment, with the R:bes 
#f Righteouſneſs and Glory, with Salvation in 
th# mid of them ; with a full Manifeftation 


of all his Attributes in one eſſential, invifible 


and eternal Glory for his Saints. And he who 
will now ſee God, to have ſweet Fellowthip 
and Communion with him, muſt ſee him in 
all this Glory, without the help of any Ordi- 
nance, or created thing whatſoever ; for this 
has been, and {till is the Cauſe of our Igno- 
rance of God, becauſe we never look for him 
to come in this open Glory: But we lye ſtill 
expecting him to come in old Apparel, and 
not in new; in an Ordinance, and not with- 
out; and ſo deceive ourſelves; that when the 
Bridegroom comes, like fooliſh Virgins, we are 


found unprepared, with our Lamps not filled 


with Oil, or lighted, but barren and fruitleſs ; 
and ſoareleft hopeleſs, and comfortleſs: And 
with-this1 ſhall take my Leave at this time, 
and fhallwithal commit You, and the reſt of 


our Fellow-members'in Chriſt, to the only 


Fellowſhip of the Father and the Son toge- 
ther in one eternal, and invifible Glory, in 
yhich Fellowſhip I defire to own Vou, and 
to walk with You, | and to hear from You, 
and ſo fare Vou Well. R. C. 
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conſtant in loving; flow in expreſſing and 


— in which, tho' yet You are full, I 


on your Love in all, both Letter and Token, 
and withThad to make youa ſuitable Return. 

Vour Trouble is about Ordinances: You 
want them, and yet can't uſe 1 them, Youthink at 
leaft You want them; but tis the Anointing 
You want, not Febn, much leſs his Water ; 
You have the anointing, and need not that any 
Meanteach Now. 1 John 2. 2 1. It abides in you, 
it will appear, the Box in which it is will be 
broken, and perfume the whole Houſe: The 
Box is m-your Heart, while You are looking 
without: In that condition Youare, the Poet's 
Tantatusis your Picture and your Motto The 
Wolf by the Ears; Vou neither dare hold, nor 
let go; ſtay a While, and your Candle will 
behghted; the Lord is vcur Light; the Anoint- 
ing that You have receiv'd of him, abides in 
you, and teaches you all Things. 

"You ſay, You dare not uſe Ordinanbes; br- 
cauſe Nu find them not in their Exatnefs, ac- 
cording to the primitive Pattern; Do You 


think to be perfect in the Fleſhꝭ l know You 
* W y n Sans 


here ? 


* 
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here? -All-external-things will be Matter of 
doubtful Diſput ation, Rom. 1. 14. and we ſhall 
not come into Reſt, and out of Diſpute, till we 
come into the Spirit, where are both Unity 
und Reſt; till Circumciſion and Uncircumci- 
fon be nothing, and the net Creature, and 
Faith working by Love, all; we ſhall not be 
eſtabliſh d. He that doth it is God, who has alſo 
anointed us,and ſealed us, and giv'n the earneſt 
of the Spirit i iniurHearts, 2 Cor. 1. Till we ſee 
and acknowledge God not limited to make 
out himſelf by Ordinances, if not to be gone 
out of them, as to any Manifeſtation of Life, 
and Power by them, we can't be at Reſt, 

God will take us out of all childiſh Work, 
before we have made any thing of it; and are 
theſe better things than Rudiments,and Ele- 
ments in our childiſh State? A Bondage that 
the Father is pleaſed his Children (the Heirs 
of all) ſhould be in till the Time appointed 
by him; while we are Babes, we have no 
Trouble in them, only about our Unworthi- 
neſs; as we grow up Doubts grow, and Trou- 
ble and Diſputes about them, about their pure 
Inſtitution, and at laſt we come to look into 
their Worch, and ſet the Sign and the Spirit 
diſtinct before us; and ſo come by Degrees 
to be crucified to them, and they to us; and 


5 art ſenſible of a Bondage, and ure making” 


one n of che Spirit. 
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128 Some Chriflich Letters, A 
And whereas Vou mention the Primitive 
Pattern, asfto theſe Ordinances; There'sgrant.- 
eda Pattern to Babes, or thoſe Who have to do 
with them; for theſe outward things are the 
Milt, not the ſtrong Meat; and if the Apo- 


Ales, and thoſe anointed with the Spirit then, 


could have ſpoken to their Converts, other- 
wiſe than as to carnal, they would not have 


ſpoken earthly things; ; nor dealt with them 


in thoſe Principles, from whence they are 


calling them to make forward to Perfection, 
and blame them for their Dul/ne/s, Heb. 6. 


The old Adminiftration was weak, weari- 
ſom, and tyring, therefore God went outof i it, 
Hb. 10. fo will he hence, when he has bro't 
us to ſee Weakneſs, and feel Wearineſs; he is 


ling ſuch into the Spirit, Come unto me ye 
had are weary, and heavy laden; take my Vake, - 


ye ſhall! have Reſt to your Souls, Martha; thou 


art troubled about many"things: Mary has ch6- 


feu the better part, who its at his Feet, hears 


what the Spirit ſay s, that is either ſilent in Or. 
dinances, or ſpeaks not there alone, but will 


have Knowledge increaſed by running to and. 
fro', by every Part of this Creation, and: the 


Government of it. 
Lou ſay, You lk on Ordinentes a5, ps * 
Eitution- 0 Chr: 1 to be obſerved till his Com- 
bi again. Well, a 
eaten us, and takes theſe from us ere we 


IS \Þ are 


nd he comes asa Thief, he 


their foorral Expertences, 129 | 


areaware, and puts the Subſtance in the place 
af the Shadow; which when we ſee, we will 
not with-Michah or Laban, make a Cry, or 
Purſuit to recover our Idols. 

Vbuſay, You cannot reſt ſatisfied inthat In- 
terpretation of his Coming to be in Spirit; at 
which I marvel not, till the Spirit makes it 
out by his Preſence in you ; and that Preſence 
will ſatisfy without Signs, Shadows, or Pic- 
tures; and quiet you from any further ſeek- 
ing the living among the dead. 

Youexpreſsthe Reaſon of your Diſſatisfec- 
tion with that Interpretation to be this; becauſe 
that Chriſt has been coming in the Spirit, more 
or teſs, in Ordinances, ever fince be ſet them up. 

To which 1 anſwer, his Coming in Ordinan- 

ces is Coming in Fleſh, even that ſp. ritual 
Coming, I call in the Fleſh, as he appear'din 

Spirit to his Diſciples, that waited on him in 
the time of his Fleſh; yet is not that cailed 
his Coming in Spirit, but that Appearance in 
them after his Aſcenſion, 

There was Spirit in the old Adminiſtration, 
but in reſpect of the new it is called Letter : 
There's a certaindegreeof Chriſt's Elevation 
in us that makes Spirit, or gives the Denomi- 


nation, which is known wherever it is, and - 


ſomerimes{yea too often fancied)tobe where 
it is not. 
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ticular Perſons, but for d Community; andi for 
the Edifying »f the Bedy till we all meet in Uni. 
fy of the Spirit. 12 * tad 2 4 Ile 


. Anſw, We come at laſt together, by oneaf- 
ter another, both into he Vineyard towork, 
and forth to reſt. Mark how the Saints went 
from under Moſes's Cloud, and how that was 
difpers'd,' to one after another, till only the 
Children of Darkneſs worſhipped in it. 

- You acknowledge, That God ao1l] ſet a Pe- 
riod to Or dinances, Goſpel as well as Legal. 
He will once more ſhake Heaven and Earth. 

And is not he doing that in you? and till 
that comes tha remains, ſurely we are to wor- 


ſhip at the Door of the l abernacle, and then 


w:ll his Remove appear plainly ; which by 
want of Enjoyment in Ordinances is only ſu- 
ſpected, or conjectur'd, Iconſent to you fully, 


that the Want of Enjoyments there, are no Rule 


Jaſe enough to walk by. 


Lou fay, Tou have found Communion with 
God in Ordinances, and without; the Laſt 
more immediate, and the ſweeteſt: To this 
God calls you by ſome Taſtes, and will ſettle 
you there in due time, the Time appointed of 
the Father, the Time of the Acknowledge- 
ment of the Son of God in uu. 

- You ſay, Your Thoughts work about God's 
Silence in Ordinances, as on this Reafontobum- 
ble us, as in the Iſraelites Hunger, I conſent 
n 15 to 
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r their ſrucral | recs wg 131, 
ta Gu, aud fo to prepare us for Bread from 


1 eh, that needs no ſowing, threſhing, 


55 Swing. nor ſhall be gathered by Ho- 
or Meaſure. 
ou obſerve with Trouble, the Declining 
oe who leave Ordinances, to the De- 
rat of Scripture, 
Wonder not, that when God calls fon 
to himſelf, in a more immediate Enjoy- 
ment without Ordinances, the Devil ſhould 


be playing his Part there; as in Jannut, 
al Fab es. 


Your Diſſike of the Common Pleading for 


Ordinances, I wonder not at ; becauſe it is 
done in oppoſition to the Spirit, which they 
only ſerve to, and is the Life of them; and 
that tells me that Heaven is folding up as a 


Garment, and he coming forth that chan- 


Ses it not. 
Fou ſay, There hath been a Glory in that 
Adminiſtration, I grant it; and that it is 
yet to come, yea many ; and they do well 
to wait for Glory there, where they find it 
appeating to them : I call off none from 


Ordinances, I judge not thoſe that profeſs, 
thetnfelves called off; I know not avhere-. 


abouts I am, ſurely not in Viſion, but ſome-, 
times I hope in Dreams, the old Man's 
State, © and ſo. o under the Spirit 
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The laft Thing You mention, is your 
Scruples about Ordinances, which are to 
mee as an Hedge of Thorns ſet by the Lord 

in your Way; to turn You back again from 

- thoſe Things, which we have more, or leſs 

| 1dolized, and ſet up in his Place. 

1 I have performed your Defire, and You 
may look on me as Lazarus quickened ; 
but bound Hands and Feet with Grave- 
| _ chaths : What Life and Liberty I have, it 
; | muſt be to ſerve the Saints, and therefore 

'! account me ever ready to ſerve You, 


Auguſt 18, 
1649. 
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Dear and much Efteemed, 

Y Father has unboſomed ſuch a Glo- 
ry to me ſince I ſaw You laſt, that 
I cannot but admire at it ; it was as I was || 
walking alone, the Power of my Father 
was ſeen in an exceeding Glory, ſo that 1 

could not tell how to contain it; my Vail 

was too narrow to receive it: I have had 

many Diſcoveries of Glory ſince, and have 

been in many Fires, and burnt very ſweet- 
ly, and conſum'd very joyfully : I defire F, 
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their ſeveral Experiences. 132 
to live as well in Hell as in Heaven, and 
the greater Hell the greater Heaven: I re- 
dice exceedingly in the everlaſting Burn- 
ings : One Breath of my Father makes both 
Heaven and Hell , but this is that my Fa- 
ther has written in my Heart, that ever- 
laſting Deliverance is at hand ; But firſt, 
the Lord will cover the Earth with Dark- 
neſs, and with groſs Darkneſs the People; 
and ſuch black Clouds of Darkneſs will 
our Father cloath himſelf with, that none 
but thoſe, who fee with the Eye of the 
Lord, ſhall be able to ſee him in the thick 
Darkneſs : The Smoak of the Beaſt aſcends 
out of the bottomleſs Pit, and Wrath from 
the Almighty is upon her; and I cannot but 
rejoice, and ſing Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
all Praiſe be given to him that fits on the 
Throne for ever ; and when you ſee theſe 
Things done, then lift up your Heads, the 
Day of your Redemption is at Hand. I ſee 
them performed, I ſee them finiſhed, and 
brought forth into Power, and I rejoice in 
the Work of the Lord. I ſee the reſtored 
State of our bringing forth with mighty 
Power; that we ſhall fee all Things good, 
that the Saints ſhall kno no evil: For my. 
Part I know no evil, I fee all Things good, 
know nothing but good in all the World; 
the Loid does ali Things well, whe her in 
F Ww 0 Earch, 1 
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134 Some Chriftian Letters, declaring, &c. 
: Earth, or in Heaven; and that which has 
ſwallowed us up, we are now ſwallowing 
it up. Tam ſwallowing Death, Hell, and 
the Grave up, and now I am able to play 
with Satan; he is but a Reed in my Hands. 
T have been really cloathed upon, and Mor- 
tality ſwallowed up into Life ; and when 
this Glory comes forth, it will judge the 
World, and filence them ; our Glory is 
their Torment, and our Heaven is their 
Hell : Thus I have given You an Account 
of the preſent Diſcoveries of my Father, 
and reſt in your Heart, | 
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A New s ON G. 


1. 7 4M, That I AM, 

* - All that you hear, and ſee; 

I was, now am, and ſo ſhall be, 

Al t Eternity. 8 

2. Good is the Word, the Word is Good, 
God and the Word are One ; 

The Rule is true, and even ſo, 

All that you look upon. 


4. This Word is Good, this Good is God, 
This Good is all you ſee ; 
FF otherwiſe I ſhould it own, 
Where would the Freedom be ? 


4. Now herein is the Freedom juſt, 
Thus knowing Light, to ſee 
That All is Good, this All is God, 
This God has made us free, 
5. Then entertain this Freedom juſt, 
In pure Love for io be; 
Which-pure Love is the perfect Good 
Unio ETERNITY. 
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